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CHAPTER  I. 

o 

"  If  solitude  succeed  to  grief, 

i 

Release  from  paiu  is  slight  relief ; 

Tlie  vacant  bosom's  wilderness 

■ 

Might  thank  the  pang  that  madq  it  less ; 

We  loath  what  none  are  left  to  share, 

E'en  bliss  'twere  woe  alone  to  bear." 

LoHD  Byrox. 

Genkvjeve,  with  Sir  James  and 
Lady  Ellis,  arrived  in  safety  at  Bay- 
onne,  where  they  remained  several 
days  to  recruit  themselves  after  their 
fatigue ;  when  they,  with  mixed  feel- 
ings of  pleasure  and  regret  quitted 
a  country  now  become  the  theatre  of 
war ;  troops  were  continually  march- 

VOL.    III.  B 
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ing  in  every  direction,  and  even  the 
carriages  and  horses   of  travellers   of 
all    ranks  were  often   put   under  re- 
quisition  for   their   conveyance ;    but 
fortunately   Sir   James  had    hitherto 
escaped  their  notice,  and   they  now 
passed  the   Pyrenees    in   safety,    and 
entering  Spain,  they  travelled  by  slow 
journeys  till  they  arrived  at  Llanes, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  place 
they  found  a  castello,  once  the  resi- 
dence of  a  noble  family,  untenanted  ; 
the  situation   of  the  place  delighted 
both  Sir  James  and    his    Lady,  and 
they  made  application  to  the  owner 
of  it,  who  was  much  too  poor  to  keep 
a  retinue  sufficient  to  inhabit  it  him- 
self; but  with  pride  he  rejected  their 
offer  of  becoming  his  tenants,  till  up- 
on their  frequent  solicitations,  and  his 
anxiety  to    educate  a    very  amiable 
daughter  in  a  manner  becoming  her 
birth,  which  hitherto  his  confined  cir- 
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cumstances  had  not  permitted,  Signer 
Lopez  De  Blanco,  a  descendant  of  an 
ancient  Spanish  Hidalgo,  of  high  birth, 
consented  to  receive  the  English  inva- 
lid and  his  family  for  a  short  time  as 
tenants  ;  a  resolution  which  gave  Ge- 
nevieve, as  w^ell  as  her  protectors, 
much  pleasure,  and  upon  the  appoint- 
ed day  they  repaired  to  the  castello, 
where  they  found  Signer  Lopez  with 
his  daughter  Antonia  waiting  to  re- 
ceive them. 

The  Signor  did  the  honours  of  his 
castle  with  as  much  pride  and  cere- 
mony as  if  he  had  been  welcoming 
invited  gdests,  rather  than  tenants;  and 
Sir  Jam«  scattered  his  vanity  by  receiv- 
ing his  courtesies  as  favours,  giving 
both  himself  and  daughter  a  general 
invitation  to  the  castello,  which  he 
replied  to  with  civility,  but  never 
availed  himself  of;  as  during  their 
residence  in  the  place,   neither  him- 
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self  or  Antonia  ever  visited  them 
without  a  particular  and  ceremonious 
invitation. 

Antonia,  without  being^  beautiful, 
was  interesting  and  engaging;  her 
age  was  the  same  as  Genevieve's, 
her  stature  low  and  complexion  dark, 
wfth  eyes  and  hair  of  a  jet  black  ;  but 
not  the  least  portion  of  colour  tinged 
her  cheek,  except  when  bashful  mo- 
desty or  wounded  dignity  lent  its 
glow  to  her  speaking  features,  or  gave 
unusual  fire  to  her  generally  languid 
eye ;  mild,  innocent,  and  religious, 
Antonia  had  no  shade  in  her  charac- 
ter, unless  pride  might  be  termed  such, 
yet  that  in  her  was  scarcely  a  fault,  as 
it  was  the  characteristic  of  her  nation, 
and  inculcated  from  her  birth  by  her 
only  surviving  parent.  Had  Antonia 
been  the  heiress  of  the  possessions  her 
family  once  could  boast,  pride  would 
never  have   been   an   inmate   of  her 


THE  republican's  MISTRESS, 


breast;  but  their  present  fallen  for- 
tunes rendered  her  like  her  father,  the 
prey  of  a  jealous  and  excessive  sen- 
sibility; and  the  least  failure  of  respect 
towards  them  was  instantly  construed 
into  intended  insult,  and  resented  ac- 
cordingly. Antonia,  who  was  a  de- 
votee in  religion,  wished  to  quit  a 
world  which  appeared  to  contain  only 
mortifications  for  her,  and  retire  to  the 
seclusion  of  a  convent,  but  her  father 
had  yet  successfully  opposed  her  de- 
sires ;  but  resolved  upon  one  day  of 
carrying  her  design  into  execution, 
she  had  already  adopted  the  white 
veil  of  a  novice,  which  flowing  in 
folds  around  her,  contrasted  her  black 
Spanish  dress,  and  gave  her  an  ap- 
pearance singular,  though  dignified. 

Genevieve,  delighted  with  a  com- 
panion of  her  own  age,  attached  her- 
self to  Antonia  with  unaffected  sin- 
cerity, and  the  happiest  hours  she  had 
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passed  for  some  months  were  spent  in 
her  society.  Antonia  was  a  frequent 
visitor  at  the  castello,  and  Genevieve 
delighted  to  impart  to  her  some  of 
her  own  accomplishments^  beneath  the 
guise  of  amusement.  Genevieve,  re- 
stored to  ease  and  comfort,  had  entirely 
regained  her  bloom,  though  not  her 
cheerfulness;  her  spirits,  depressed  by 
the  scenes  she  had  witnessed,  were 
irretrievably  broken,  but  she  was  still 
vivacious  enough  for  the  companion 
of  the  sedate  and  pious  Antonia,  or  the 
invalid  Sir  James;  and  Lady  Ellis  ad- 
mired only  what  gave  pleasure  to  her 
husband,  and  he  frequently  declared 
Genevieve  was  as  dear  to  him  as  the 
child  he  had  lost,  consequently  from 
her  Ladyship  she  received  every  in- 
dulgence that  child  could  have  ex- 
perienced. 

The  castello  De  Blanco  was  situ- 
ated upon  an  eminence,  and  the  view 
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around  it  was  such  as  even  in  that  ro- 
mantic country  is  rarely  seen  com- 
bined. Rocks  and  cataracts,  with  a 
smiling  vale  extended  at  their  feet, 
bounded  the  view  on  one  side,  whilst 
upon  the  other  the  boundless  ocean 
rolled  its  tumultuous  billows,  cheered 
by  the  diminutive  homew^ard  veering 
skiff,  or  vessel  of  more  majestic  size 
and  distant  destination.  A  spacious 
terrace  ran  like  a  rampart  round  the 
gardens  of  the  castello,  commanding 
a  view  of  those  different  objects,  and 
upon  this  spot  Genevieve  and  Anto- 
nia  passed  that  part  of  their  time  they 
did  not  devote  to  study ;  and  here  Sir 
James,  who  was  too  much  enfeebled 
to  walk  further,  usually  joined  them, 
and  supported  on  the  arm  of  his  fa- 
vourite, wandered  with  them,  admir- 
ing the  beauties  of  the  distant  land- 
scape, or  watching  the  progress  of  the 
struggling  vessel,  with   hearts  almost 
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OS  interested  and  anxious  for  its  safety 
as  those  whose  lives  and  property  de- 
pended on  its  welfare.  Sir  James,  who 
possessed   an   infinite  fund   of  infor- 
mation, delighted  during  his  walks  io 
converse    with   Genevieve  upon   the 
state  of  the  different  countries  he  had 
visited,    and    her    thirst    for    infor- 
mation made  her  listen  to  him  with 
delight;  but   Sir  James,  however  he 
began,    generally    ended     with      an 
eulogy  upon  his  native  England  ;  and 
Genevieve,  who  with  the  ardent  de- 
sires of  youth  longed  to  behold   it^ 
expressed  her  wishes  with  her  usual 
energy  of  voice  and  action. 

Sir  James  smiled  at  her  enthusiasm, 
as  he  gazed  upon  her  with  admira- 
tion, but  replied,  lovely  as  you  are, 
my  dear  Genevieve,  you  must,  if  you 
ever  visit  England,  prepare  yourself 
for  the  mortification  of  being  more 
frequently  rivalled  in  beauty  than  you 
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have  hitherto  been;  in  my  partial 
eyes^  indeed,  you  cannot  be  surpas- 
sed, as  you  possess  all  the  fairness, 
bloom,  and  modesty,  for, which  my 
countrywomen  are  so  justly  celebra- 
ted, added  to  that  indescribable  fasci- 
nation and  elegance  of  manner  in 
which  the  most  beautiful  English  fe- 
males are  generally  deficient." 

'^  You  forget,  my  love,  (interrupted 
her  Ladyship)  that  you  are  depreci- 
ating your  own  country-women  for 
not  possessing  what  it  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  decrees  of  nature  if 
they  did  possess ;  an  English  woman, 
with  Genevieve's  manner,  would  no 
longer  be  an  English  woman  ;  the  two 
countries  of  France  and  Britain, 
though  separated  by  so  narrow  a 
gulph,  are  marked  by  nature  with 
features  as  distinguishing  as  if  they 
were   as   far    as  the   poles    asunden 
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Simplicity,  and  an  almost  Spartan 
plainness  of  manner,  are  the  birth- 
right of  the  English;  whilst  the  French 
are  distinguished  by  a  vivacity  and  fas- 
cination of  deportment,  that,  though 
more  pleasing,  I  deny  being  more 
estimable/' 

Genevieve,  with  animation,  snatch- 
ed the  hand  of  her  Ladyship,  and 
pressed  it  to  her  lips,  as  she  replied, 
"  Oh  no !  not  half  so  estimable,  dear 
Lady  Ellis,  if  for  your  countrywomen 
I  take  you  as  the  sample.  Deserted, 
injured,  and  outraged  by  those  who 
once  bore  the  proud  name  of  French- 
men; now,  alas!  degraded  below  hu- 
manity. "W  hat  had  been  my  fate,  but 
for  you,  who  possess  so  large  a 
share  of  that  kindness  and  benevo- 
lence for  which  your  isle  was  ever 
celebrated,  and  within  whose  sea-girt 
bounds,  those    heaven-born  feelings, 


THE  republican's  MISTRESS,       11 

driven  by  war  and  anarchy  from  every 
adjacent  country,  have  now  sought 
shelter." 

Her  Ladyship  pressed  the  grateful 
girl   to   her   bosom,    and    sought    to 
change  a  conversation  that  had  taken 
a  turn  she  did  not  intend,  by  pointing 
to  the  surrounding  landscape,  and  re- 
quiriiig  of  Genevieve,    as   a    favour, 
sketches  of  the  most  striking  beau- 
ties, a  task  that  Genevieve  willingly 
undertook,  as  drawing  was  an  art  in 
which  she  particularly  excelled  ;   and 
she  endeavoured  to  evince  her  grati- 
tude for  the  kindnesses  received  by  her 
diligence  in  her  employment.      Yet 
she  proceeded  but  slowly  in  her  un- 
dertaking, for  Sir  James's  illness  in- 
creased so  much  that  he  was  unable  to 
quit  his  apartment,  and  as  he  could 
scarcely  endure  her  absence    for    an 
instant,  she  cheerfully  laid  down  her 
pencil,   and  devoted  all  her  powers 
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of  atiiusemenfc  to  cheering  the  languid 
hours  of  the  invalid ;  she  lost  too,  at 
this  time,  the  society  of  Antonia,  who 
was  called  home  to  attend  the  sick 
bed  of  her  father,  who  had  been  sud- 
denly seized  with  a  paralytic  affec- 
tion, and  in  a  few  days  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  castello  received  the  infor- 
mation of  the  decease  of  the  Signor 
Lopez  De  Blanco. 

Lady  Ellis,  as  well  as  Genevieve, 
was  much  shocked  at  the  suddenness 
of  the  event,  and  they  determined 
upon  visiting  Antonia,  and  prevailing 
upon  her  to  return  to  the  castello  till 
the  time  appointed  for  the  funeral. 
The  cottage  in  which  the  Signor  had 
for  some  years  resided,  was  not  more 
than  a  league  from  the  castello,  and 
upon  Lady  Ellis  and  Genevieve's  ar- 
rival there,  they  found  the  gentle 
Antonia  overwhelmed  with  sorrow  ; 
but    she    strenuously    refused    their 


THE    republican's    MISTRESS.  13 

pressing  invitation  to  return  with 
them  to  the  castello,  declaring  it  to 
be  her  fixed  resolution  to  remain  with 
the  corpse  of  her  father  till  his  inter- 
ment in  the  vaults  of  his  ancestors, 
which  resolution  was  seconded  by  an 
old  woman^  her  nurse,  who  assumed 
all  the  rights  of  a  mother,  and  to 
whom  Anton ia  was  attached  as  a 
parent.  Knowing  how  much  liberty 
servants  of  that  description  were  al- 
lowed in  Spain,  Lady  Ellis  did  not 
resent  the  old  lady's  interference,  but 
contented  herself  with  exacting  a 
promise  from  Antonia  of  remaining 
some  weeks  at  the  castello  after  the 
funeral,  which  was  to  take  place  in  a 
few  days  in  the  chapel  of  the  cas- 
tello, which  had  been  from  time  im- 
memorial the  burying  place  of  the 
family  of  De  Blanco. 

Taking  a  tender  leave  of  the  youth- 
ful mourner,   Lady   Ellis  and  Gene^ 
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vieve  returned  to  the  casteilo,  where 
her  Ladyship  employed  herself  in  pro- 
curing workmen,  and  having  the 
chapel  of  the  castello  prepared  for  tha 
approaching  ceremony  in  a  manner 
which  she  knew  the  only  surviving 
descendant  of  the  once  opulent  De 
Blanco,  could  no  longer  afford ;  the 
chapel  was  in  better  preservation 
than  any  other  part  of  the  building ; 
it  was  splendid  with  gildmg,  armo- 
rial  bearings,  and  paintings  of  saints, 
intermixed  with  statues  of  the  Signor 
Lopez's  ancestors,  and  it  contained  a 
fine  toned,  though  small  organ,  yet 
injured  by  neglect  and  disuse  ;  but  it 
was  easily  repaired,  and  a  musician 
engaged  from  Llanes  to  attend  upon 
the  dciy  of  the  funeral ;  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  ornaments  her  Ladyship 
left  to  the  direction  of  Genevieve,  as- 
sisted by  the  Spanish  attendants,  who 
were  better  versed  than  herself  in  the 
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ceremonies  of  the  Romish  church ;  and 
before  the  appointed  day  every  thing 
was  finished  with  a  degree  of  splendor 
that  was  extremely  imposing  to  those 
accustomed  to  the  unadorned  plain- 
ness of  the  Protestant  religion. 

The  funeral  was  not  to  take  place 
till  night,  and  the  body  was  conveyed 
by  torch  light  from  the  cottage  to 
the  castello,  accompanied  by  the 
monks  and  choristers  of  a  neighbour- 
ing convent.  Genevieve  and  Lady 
Ellis,  with  their  attendants,  in  mourn- 
ing habits,  were  placed  in  a  small 
gallery,  were  they  could  see  with- 
out disturbing  the  ceremony.  The 
night  was  still  and  serene,  and  the 
swell  of  the  choristers  voices,  as  thev 
chaunted  at  intervals,  were  born  on 
the  breeze,  and  reached  the  ears  of 
those  waiting  in  the  chapel,  before 
even  the  light  of  the  torches  they 
carried  were  perceived,  and  conveyed 
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a  sentiment  of  religious  awe  the  most 
profound,  and  in  breathless  suspense 
they  awaited  the  approach  of  the 
procession.  The  choristers,  bearing 
lamps  with  burning  incense,  first  en- 
tered chaunting  with  great  solemnity, 
next  followed  the  monks,  bearing 
each  one  a  lighted  taper  in  his  hand, 
and  in  the  midst  of  them  was  the 
corpse,  followed  by  Ant onia,  leaning  on 
Dame  Bianca,  her  nurse,  and  the  pro- 
cession was  closed  by  a  mixed  crowd 
of  peasantry  and  servants,  whose  sires, 
like  themselves,  had  owed  allegiance 
to  the  deceased  and  his  ancestors. 
As  soon  as  the  corpse  passed  the 
portals  of  the  chapel,  the  pealing 
organ  answered  the  choristers,  and 
reverberated  from  the  lofty  roof. 
Antonia,  aroused  by  the  unexpected 
sound,  started,  and  for  the  first  time 
looked  around  ;  the  brilliance  of  the 
numerous  tapers  and  the  decorations 
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of  the  chapel  had  almost  the  effect  of 
enchantment  upon  her  ;  she  stood 
motionless  for  an  instant,  then  throw- 
ing herself  upon  the  neck  of  Biaiica, 
wept  aloud,  whilst  the  good  nurse,  in 
accents  of  astonishment  and  joy  ex- 
claimed, ^'  Who  could  have  thought 
it?  He  will  go  to  his  grave  like  a  De 
Blanco  ;  praise  be  to  the  virgin,  for 
it  is  her  doing."  I 

In  a  few  minutes  Antonia  reco- 
vered herself  sufficiently  to  proceed, 
and  seated  herself  at  the  head  of  the 
corpse,  which  was  placed  before  the 
altar,  whilst  mass  was  said ;  after 
which,  a  monk  pronounced  an  eulogy 
upon  the  deceased,  whilst  his  body 
was  deposited  in  the  vaults  beneath* 
Mass  for  the  repose  of  his  soul  was 
then  said,  nor  did  the  ceremony  end 
till  the  dawn  of  day  obscured  the 
glimmering  tapers;  the  monks  and 
choristers   then    departed    for    their 
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convent,  and  Lady  Ellis    and   Gene- 
vieve,   dismissing    their    attendants, 
descended  from  the   gallery   and  ap- 
proached Antonia,  and  her  nurse,  who 
were  left  kneeling  before  the  altar  ; 
in  a  few  minutes,  Antonia  arose,  and 
throwing    herself  into   the    arms    of 
Lady  Ellis,  in  broken  accents  thanked 
her  for  her  attention  to  her  departed 
father,   whilst    Dame    Bianca   kissed 
her    Ladyship's    hand,    praying    the 
Virgin   might   '^  convert  her  to  the 
true  faith  as  a  reward   for  her  kind- 
ness   towards  the    last   male    of  the 
house    of    De   Blanco.     I   have    not 
(she  added)  closed  my  eyes  since  my 
dear  master's  death  for  grief  that  he 
would  pass   to   his  grave  unnoticed, 
and  unlike  his   noble   father,    Signor 
Anselmo ;    but   oh !    the    Virgin,  he 
shared  the  honours  of  his  race,    and 
blessed  be  your's  for  the  deed." 

Lady     Ellis    smiled    at    Bianca's 


rhaprod y,  and  giving  her  arm  to  An- 
tonia,  she  led  her  to  the  interior  of 
the  casteilo,  where,  as  soon  as  they 
had  partaken  of  a  slight  refreshment, 
they  retired  to  rest.  It  was  late  in 
the  day  when  Genevieve  awoke,  and 
she  hurried  to  the  chamber  of  Anto- 
nia,  but  found  she  was  already 
risen,  and  repaired  to  the  chapel  to 
pray  for  the  soul  of  her  father ;  and 
Bianca  requested  she  might  not  be 
disturbed  in  her  pious  occupation,  a 
request  Genevieve  willingly  complied 
with,  and  quitting  the  good  nurse, 
she  repaired  to  the  chamber  of  her 
protector  ;  but  her  heart  sunk  with 
anguish,  as  she  beheld  the  altered 
countenance  of  Sir  James,  who,  she 
thought,  in  all  probability,  was  not 
destined  long  to  survive  his  noble, 
though  indigent,  landlord ;  but  he 
himself  appeared  utterly  unconscious 
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of  his  danger,  and  he  listened  with  an 
air  of  ehearfulness  to  her  account  of 
the  ceremonies  of  the  preceding 
evening,  and  strongly  pressed  her  to 
shew  every  attention  in  her  power  to 
the  distressed  Antonia ;  a  request 
which  her  own  heart  strongly  se- 
conded, and  she  joined  Lady  Ellis  in 
her  endeavours  to  render  her  resi- 
dence at  the  castello  agreeable  to  her  ; 
but  their  elTorts  were  vain,  Antonia 
daily  grew  more  pensive  and  retired, 
scarcely  ever  quitting  her  apartment, 
but  to  join  the  family  at  meals,  or  to 
perform  her  devotions  in  the  chapel, 
of  which  duty  she  was  rigidly  scru- 
pulous ;  and  upon  Genevieve's  remon- 
strating with  her  upon  her  yielding 
to  melancholy  and  abstraction,  she 
told  her,  '^  she  was  mistaken,  that  reli- 
gion had  banished  sorrow  from  her 
bosom,  and  that  she  was  only  endea- 
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vouring  to  prepare  herself  for  that 
total  seclusion  that  would  soon  be  her 
lot,  by  weaning  herself  from  all  earth- 
ly pleasures,  as  she  was  resolved  upon 
entering  the  convent  at  Oviedo,where 
she  had  received  the  first  rudiments  of 
her  education^  and  taking  the  habit  of 
a  nun  as  soon  as  that  privilege  might 
be  allowed  her." 

Genevieve,  though  a  Catholic,  was 
no  bigot,  and  she  endeavoured  to 
combat  this  resolution^  but  in  vain ; 
Antonia  was  immoveable  in  her  re- 
solve, and  even  old  Bianca  begged  her 
'^  to  desist,  and  not  endeavour  to  pre- 
vent her  beloved  child  from  becoming 
the  spouse  t)f  Christ." 

The  arguments  of  Sir  James  and 
Lady  Ellis  had  no  better  success; 
even  their  offer  of  securing  her  an 
independence  for  life  was  rejected 
with  tears  of  gratitude — '^  You  know 
(j^he  said)  that  from  the  age  of  child- 
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hood  I  have  devoted  myself  to  heaven  ; 
my  dear  father's  opposition  to  it  was 
the  only  pang  he  ever  gave  me ;  he 
is  now  no  more,  and  1  have  no  hmger 
any  tie  to  bind  me  to  the  world ;  I 
am  the  last  of  my  race,  no  longer 
flourishing,  hut  blighted  and  decayed  ; 
in  the  bosom  of  religion  alone  can  I 
seek  comfort ;  in  the  world  you  wish 
me  to  enter,  few  are  the  hearts  I 
should  meet  like  yours.  Contempt  I 
cannot  brook,  and  dependence,  even 
upon  you,  a  De  Blanco  cannot  con- 
sent to  submit  to." 

Perceiving  her  to  be  inflexible  they 
dropped  their  persuasions,  and  taking 
a  tender  leave  of  all,  she  quitted  the 
castello  for  the  convent,  attended  by 
Bianca,  who  declared  it  to  be  her 
resolution  to  enter  herself  as  a  lay 
sister  in  the  same  convent,  and  end 
her  days  with  her  beloved  child. 

Genevieve  saw    her    depart    With 
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itiiiigled  admiration  and  regret ;  bu  t 
a  promise   Lady    Ellis  made  her   of 
visiting   her    at    her  convent    before 
they  quitted  Spain,  allayed  her  grief 
at  their  separation.    A  few  days  after 
Antonia's  departure,    as    Lady    Ellis 
was  sitting   in  the  apartment  of   Sir 
James,    listening    whilst    Genevieve 
was  reading,  she  was  astonished  by  a 
servant's    entering,    and    announcing 
two  strangers  who  wished  to  speak 
with  her  in  private  ;  supposing  the  re 
must  be  some  mistake,  she  refused  the 
interview,  saying,   "   she  had  no  ac- 
quaintance in  that  part  of  Spain,  and 
must  decline  the  visit ;"  but  in  a  few 
minutes  the  servant    re-entered,  with 
a  slip  of  paper,  which  he   presented 
her,  and  casting  her  eyes  over  it,  she 
uttered  an    involuntary  exclamation 
of  surprize,  and  rising  from  her  chair, 
hastily  quitted  the  room,   leaving  Sir 
James    and    Genevieve    equally  sur- 
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prized  at  the  emotion  she  betrayed ; 
but  Sir  James  smiling,  said,  "  he  sup- 
posed the  mystery  would  soon  ex- 
plain, itself,  and  desired  her  to  con- 
tinue her  employment." 

Genevieve  readily  obeyed,  not 
feeling  much  interested  about  a  cir- 
cumstance she  concluded  trivial,  and 
they  had  remained  alone  about  half 
an  hour,  when  her  Ladyship  returned  ; 
her  countenance  irradiated  with  a 
smile.,  and  expressing  traces  of  great 
emotion.  To  the  enquiring  looks  of 
Genevieve,  she  replied,  ^'  After  so 
much  of  sorrow,  my  love,  can  you 
bear  to  hear  tidings  of  a  contrary  im- 
port with  equanimity." 

The  blood  mounted  to  the  cheek  of 
Genevieve  ;  her  heart  fluttered  in  her 
breast  with  a  presentiment  that  she 
was  about  to  hear  intelligence  of  the 
being  dearest  to  her  heart,  and  some 
moments  elapsed  before  she  was  able 
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to  say,  "to  what  may  your  Ladyship 
allude  ?  or  what  happy  tidings  can 
visit  so  forlorn  a  being  as  myself  ?" 

"  Not  so  forlorn  a  being  as  you 
suppose  yourself,  my  love,  there  are 
still  those  in  existence  who  are  inter- 
ested in  your  welfare  ;  suppose  there 
should  now  be  in  Spain  a  friend  of 
your  early  youth,  who  dares  not 
aspire  farther  than  once  again  to  be- 
hold you,  and  congratulate  you  upon 
the  dangers  you  have  escaped  ?" 

Genevieve  started  from  her  seat, 
the  bloom  of  her  cheek  faded  to  an 
ashy  paleness,  and  trembling,  she 
could  scarcely  articulate,  "  there  is 
bui  one  I  Avish,  yet  fear  to  see ;  if 
indeed  he  still  lives." 

"  He  does,  my  love  (replied  her 
Ladyship)  and  he  is  now  in  the  Cas- 
tello  De  Blanco,  impatiently  waiting 
for  an  interview !" 

VOL.  HI.  c 
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Genevieve  covered  her  face  for  an 
instant,  and  mentally  uttered  a  prayer 
of  thankfulness ;  but  when  her  Lady- 
ship offered  her  hand  to  lead  her 
from  the  room,  she  instantly  recoiled, 
saying,  "  Oh,  no  !  I  rejoice  in  his 
safety,  but  cannot  again  behold  him  ; 
situated  as  we  are,  it  would  be  mad- 
3 less  again  to  meet ;  it  would  open 
every  wound  the  lenient  hand  of  time 
had  almost  closed  ;  whilst  the  obstacle 
which  sundered  us  exists,  we  must  not 
meet." 

'^  Perhaps,  my  love  (replied  her 
Ladyship)  he  comes  to  tell  you  that 
obstacle  is  no  more. — I  know  not 
that  it  is  so;  but  I  hav^e  promised 
him  an  interview,  and  I  hope  my 
adopted  child  will  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  place  me  in  a  situation  so  new 
and  painful  to  me,  as  that  of  breaking 
my  given  word." 


2i 
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Her  Ladyship  took  the  hand  of 
Genevieve  as  she  spoke,  Mrho  suffered 
her  to  lead  her  from  the  apartment 
without  further  opposition,  to  the 
grand  saloon,  and  pushing'  open  the 
door,  the  expecting  Ferdinand  flew 
to  meet  them,  and  Genevieve,  spite 
of  her  reluctance,  and  the  prudential 
motives  that  bade  them  sunder,  no 
sooner  beheld  him,  than  she  sprung 
towards  him,  and  fainted  in  his  ex- 
panded arms. 

Ferdinand  trembled,  so  as  to  be 
scarcely  able  to  support  his  burden, 
but  assisted  by  her  Ladyship,  he  bore 
her  to  a  sofa,  and  as  soon  as  Genevieve 
was  perfectly  recovered,  Lady  Ellis 
quitted  the  room,  and  left  the  lovers 
alone.  Ferdinand  then  clasped  the 
unresisting  Genevieve  to  his  bosom 
with  transport,  and  their  mutual  joy 
at  meeting  was  expressed  without  re- 
serve ;    but    the    first   emotions  past, 
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Genevieve  recalled  to  her  mind  the 
circumstances  of  her  situation,  and 
what  had  befallen  her  since  last  they 
met,  and  withdrawing  herself  from 
his  embrace,  her  eyes  filled  with  tears 
as  she  murmured  the  name  of  her 
departed  grand-mother.  Ferdinand 
was  in  an  instant  deprived  of  his  ani- 
mation ;  he  had  loved  and  respected 
the  Countess,  and  when  informed  by 
Henri  of  her  calamitous  fate,  he  had 
sincerely  mourned  her  loss,  and  his 
tears  now  mingled  with  those  of  her 
unfortunate  grand-child ;  and  some 
time  elapsed  before  they  were  suffi- 
ciently calm  to  give  each  other  a  re- 
cital of  the  past.  To  the  sorrows  and 
sufferings  of  Genevieve,  Ferdinand 
listened  with  breathless  attention  and 
sincere  commisseration  ;  and  in  return 
informed  her,  that  upon  his  return  to 
Switzerland,  the  uncertainty  he  en- 
dured   concerning   her    fate    preyed 


THE    IIEPUBLICAn's    MISTRESS.      29 

itpon  his  mind,  and  his  health,  instead 
of  amending,  grew  4aily  worse,  till 
Henri,  wishing  to  arouse  him  from 
the  despondency  he  was  yielding 
to,  in  opposition  to  the  opinions 
and  wishes  of  the  Duca  and  Ma- 
dame Vannes,  informed  him  of  his 
misfortune  in  losing  sight  of  Gene- 
vieve, with  the  state  of  her  mind  at 
the  time,  and  the  slight  intelligence 
he  was  able  to  procure  of  the  route 
she  had  taken.  The  shock  these  ti- 
dings gave  him,  effectually  dissipated 
his  illness,  and  he  determined  imme- 
diately, if  possible,  to  trace  her,  and 
accompanied  by  the  faithful  Henri, 
he,  without  delay,  quitted  Switzer- 
land, perhaps  for  ever,  bidding  a 
reluctant  adieu  to  Madame,  the  ami- 
able Duca,  and  the  weeping  Geral- 
dine.  As  her  destination  was  sup- 
posed to  be  Spain,  he  bent  his  course 
lo  Bayonne,  where  he  was  obliged  to 
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keep  himself  concealed,  assuming  a 
disguise  whenever  he  ventured  abroad, 
and  employing  Henri  in  his  enquiries 
as  much  as  possible  ;  but  his  researches 
were  fruitless,  till  by  accident  he  met 
with  the  peasant  who  had  conveyed 
them  to  the  Chateau  D'Humeires,  and 
again  to  Bayonne.  Convinced  that 
he  had  now  gained  the  intelligence  he 
wished  for,  he  quitted  Bayonne,  and 
entered  Spain,  where,  though  some 
weeks  had  elapsed  since  the  journey 
of  those  he  followed,  yet  he  found 
little  difficulty  in  tracing  them,  for 
the  proximity  of  the  peasantry  to 
France,  had  already  overwhelmed 
them  with  such  complicated  misery, 
as  gave  too  frequent  an  opportunity 
for  the  exercise  of  the  beneficence  of 
Sir  James  and  her  Ladyship,  for  them 
to  be  soon  forgotten  ;  and  the  beauty 
of  Genevieve  was  too  remarkable  to 
be  overlooked,  though  her  power  ex- 
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tended  only  to  good  wishes  for  their 
welfare. 

Arrived  at  the  Castello  de  Blanco^ 
fearing  to  shock  Genevieve  by  too 
sudden  an  appearance  before  her,  he 
demanded  an  interview  of  Lady  Ellis, 
when  he,  with  transport,  learnt  the 
renovated  health  of  her  protegee,  and 
had  the  good  fortune  to  prevail  on  her 
Ladyship  to  promise  him  an  interview 
with  Genevieve,  which  she  accord- 
ingly immediately  surprized  her  into, 
but  which,  had  she  been  allowed  time 
to  reflect,  prudence  might  have  bade 
her  refuse. 

Genevieve  was  no  sooner  informed 
that  her  preserver,  Henri,  was  m  the 
castello,  than  she  ordered  him  to  foe 
introduced ;  and  taking  his  hand, 
which  he  would  have  modestly  with- 
drawn, she  expressed  her  sense  of  the 
services  he  had  rendered  herself  and 
the    deceased    Countess,    in     terms, 
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which  brought  tears  into  the  eyes  of 
Ferdinand^  and  he  now  learned  many 
instances  of  his  servant's  worthiness, 
which  his  humility  had  hitherto  con- 
cealed, and  from  that  instant  Ferdi^ 
nand's  love  for  Genevieve  induced 
him  to  treat  her  preserver  more  like 
a  friend  than  a  servant,  though  the 
native  diffidence  of  Henri,  prevented 
his  ever  taking  an  advantage  of  his 
master's  behaviour  to  derogate  from 
the  respect  due  to  him. 

As  soon  as  Henri  quitted  the  apart- 
ment. Lady  Ellis  entered,  and  Gene- 
vieve then  learned  that  Ferdinand  had 
received  from  her  a  general  invitation 
to  the  castello,  though  respect  to  the 
delicacy  of  Genevieve's  situation  for- 
bad his  making  it  his  constant  resi- 
dence ;  it  was  settled  by  her  Ladyship, 
that  he  should  make  the  cottage  of  the 
deceased  Signor  Lopez  De  Blanco 
his  home  for  the  present ;  it  had  beea 
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left  in  her  charge  by  Anton ia^  when 
she  departed  for  her  -convent,  till  she 
assumed  the  veil  4  when  it  would,  with 
the  Castillo,  become  the  property  of 
the  church ;  and  servants  were  al- 
ready dispatched  to  prepare  it  for  his 
reception.  Genevieve  endeavoured  to 
feel  angry  when  she  heard  of  these 
arrangements,  but  the  smile  which 
irradiated  her  usually  pensive  counte- 
nance told  how  ill  she  succeeded  in 
what  she  thought  her  duty;  but  his 
visits  to  the  castello  were  so  long  and 
frequent,  that  Genevieve  soon  disco- 
vered her  future  happiness  would  fall 
a  sacrifice  to  this  renewed  intercourse, 
yet  she  wanted  fortitude  to  forbid  what 
formed  the  felicity  of  her  present  exist- 
ence ;  but  the  maternal  care  of  Lady 
Ellis,  soon  perceived  her  uneasiness  of 
mind,  and  enquiring  the  cause,  Gene- 
vieve, who  had  no  reserves  with  her, 
candidly  disclosed  the  state  of  her  heart. 
c5 
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Lady  Ellis,  folding   the    blushing 
girl  in  her  arms,  blamed  herself  for 
what   might   possibly   be  termed   an 
indiscretion,   and  to  atone  for  it,  un- 
dertook the  painful  office  of  banishing 
Ferdinand   from    the   castello ;    and 
painful  it  was  to  her  in  the  extreme, 
for  besides  her  regard  for  him  as  the 
attached  lover  of  her  adopted  child, 
she  felt  the  greatest   repugnance    at 
again  forcing  an  amiable  man  to  be- 
come a  wanderer;  who   deprived  of 
fortune,  home,   and   country,   scarce 
knew  whither  to  direct  his  steps,  and 
she  would  gladly  have  continued  him 
an  inmate  of  her  family,  could  it  have 
been  done  with  propriety  ;  but  Gene- 
vieve's  happiness   demanded   his  ab- 
sence, and  with  the  utmost  delicacy 
her  Ladyship  informed  Ferdinand  of 
the  necessity  of  his  departure. 

Although  it  was  what  he  had  been 
daily  expecting,  the  mandate  affected 
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him  like  a  stroke  of  electricity;  he  had 
been  so  happy  in  the  society  of  Gene- 
vieve, that  he  wilfully  shut  his  eyes 
to  the  distressing  consequences  their 
renewed  affection  might  entail  upon 
both  ;  yet  he  now  gave  her  Ladyship 
his  word  to  quit  the  castello  within 
three  days;  but  Genevieve,  who 
feared  to  trust  herself  with  the  view 
of  his  reluctance  and  despair,  had  the 
fortitude  to  refuse  another  meeting  till 
the  morning  of  his  appointed  depar- 
ture, when  she  breakfasted  with  him 
and  Lady  Ellis,  whom  Ferdinand  had 
before  petitioned  to  suffer  him  to  say 
a  few  words  in  private  to  her  pro- 
tegee ;  accordingly,  as'  soon  as  the 
repast  was  removed,  her  Ladyship  left 
the  room,  and  Ferdinand,  approaching 
Genevieve,  took  her  passive  hand, 
and  pressed  it  to  his  lips ;  she  averted 
her  face,  and  the  tears  which  she  had 
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hitherto  successfully  repressed^  chased 
each  other  rapidly  down  her  cheek. 
Emboldened  by  her  evident  sympa- 
thy in  his  distress,  he  ventured  to  so- 
licit her  pardon  for  speaking  to  her 
upon  a  subject  which  propriety  appa- 
rently forbad.  "  But  they  were  about 
to  separate,  perhaps  for  ever,  and 
though  she  was  the  wife  of  another, 
in  the  sight  of  heaven  she  was  his 
only,  and  treachery  alone  had  sun- 
dered them ;  therefore,  should  it  be 
ever  possible  for  him  to  prove  the 
nullity  of  her  marriage  with  Jaques, 
would  she  in  such  a  case,  fallen  as  he 
was,  consent  to  become  his  wife,  and 
rely  upon  his  success  as  a  soldier  of 
fortune  for  support?" 

Without  answering  his  question, 
she  faulteringly  enquired  how  he  in- 
tended to  proceed  to  gain  the  neces- 
sary information. 
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"  No  matter  (he  replied)  I  cannot 
now  explain  myself;  we  may  not  be 
many  minutes  alone,  answer  me, 
dearest  Genevieve,  (he  continued, 
falling  upon  his  knees  before  her)  will 
you  be  mine,  if  I  succeed  in  my 
search,  for  here  I  solemnly  swear  to 
risk  even  my  life  to  obtain  your 
hand,  and  should  I  fail  in  my  attempt, 
never  to  marry  another." 

Genevieve  trembled  so,  that  he  ea- 
sily drew  her  by  his  side,  where  her 
lips  uttered  a  vow  long  since  regis- 
tered in  her  heart,  "  to  be  his  alone,  or 
seek  in  death  a  refuge  from  the  arms 
of  another  ?" 

Ferdinand  thanked  her  by  an  em- 
brace, but  both  were  too  much  agi- 
tated to  speak  further ;  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes Lady  Ellis  re-entered  the 
apartment,  and  Ferdinand  informed 
her  that  it  was  his  intention  to  pro- 
ceed instantly  to  Gascony   in  search 
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of  the  parents  of  Jaques,  and  endea- 
vour, if  possible,  to  learn  from  them 
the  fate  of  their  son  ;  and  if  he  failed 
there,  to  trace  to  the  forest  of  Orleans, 
and  procure  an  interview  with  Ja- 
netta,  and  by  bribery  induce  her  to 
confess  the  truth ;  and  to  this  purpose 
he  intended  to  devote  the  jewels  he 
had  received  from  the  unfortunate 
Madelon,  which,  whilst  she  lived,  he 
would  not  diminish  ;  but  informed  by 
Henri  of  her  miserable  death,  he  now, 
though  reluctantly,  appropriated  to 
himself  the  property  he  had  received 
from  her,  which  would  be  sufficient 
to  support  him  for  some  months ; 
when,  if  he  either  succeeded  or  failed 
in  his  search,  it  was  his  intention  to 
enter  into  the  service  of  some  foreign 
power,  as  consistent  with  his  princi- 
ples, he  could  no  longer  draw  his 
sword  for  his  native  land. 

Genevieve    would  have  persuaded 
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him  from  undertaking  an  expedition 
so  full  of  danger,  but  he  only  smiled 
at  her  remonstrances,  and  replied, 
'^  Your  eyes,  my  dearest  Genevieve, 
counteract  the  influence  of  your 
tongue  ;  remember  what  has  passed 
this  morning :  with  such  a  reward  in 
view,  can  I,  for  an  instant,  think  of 
peril  ?" 

The  time  fixed  for  his  departure 
had  elapsed,  yet  Ferdinand  still  lin- 
gered, and  Henri  entered  to  inform 
him  that  every  thing  was  in  readi- 
ness ;  Genevieve  rose  from  her  seat 
to  bid  farewell  to  "  her  preserver," 
as  she  always  termed  him,  Henri  put 
her  offered  hand  to  his  lips,  and  ut- 
tered the  most  fervent  prayers  for  her 
happiness.  Lady  Ellis  then  ap- 
proached him,  and  presented  him  with 
a  weighty  purse  of  gold  coin  as  a  re- 
ward for  his  fidelity  and  unexampled 
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kindness  to  her  adopted  child.  Henri 
would  have  refused  the  gift,  but  her 
Ladyship  insisted  so  strenuously  upon 
his  obedience,  that  at  length  he  ac- 
cepted it,  and  retired. 

The  state  of  Sir  James's  health  was 
such,  as  now  to  render  him  insensible 
to  all  that  passed  around  him,  and 
Ferdinand  lamented  the  circumstance, 
as  it  prevented  his  returning  him  per- 
sonally his  thanks  for  his  hospitality, 
but  he  charged  her  Ladyship  with 
them  in  case  of  his  recovery. 

She  sighed,  as  he  spoke,  and  replied, 
"  that  her  apprehensions  for  the  life  of 
her  husband  were  more  than  con- 
firmed by  his  physicians  ;  and  that,  in 
case  her  fears  were  verified,  he  must 
seek  Genevieve  and  herself  in  Eng- 
land, as  her  stay  in  a  country  so  dis- 
turbed by  war  was  only  protracted 
upon  account  of  Sir  James's  inability 
to  travel." 
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Ferdinand  thanked  her  for  the  in- 
vitation, but  said,  '^  he  hoped  to  see 
them  again  before  they  quitted 
Spain." 

The  agitation  of  Genevieve  during 
this  protracted  interview  now  became 
so  apparent,  that  her  Ladyship  pity- 
ing it,  affected  a  smile,  as  she  replied, 
"  You  must  then,  Signor,  be  in  a 
greater  hurry  to  leave  us.  Come 
Genevieve,  my  love,  I  will  for  the 
first  time  in  my  life  play  the  inhos- 
pitable hostess,  and  turn  my  guest 
from  my  door ;  we  will  walk  upon 
the  terrace,  and  observe  how  your 
knight-errant  appears,  when  mounted 
upon  his  barbed  steed  ;  he  goes  forth 
in  quest  of  adventures,  and  send 
prayers  for  his  success  and  quick  re- 
turn upon  every  breeze  that  wafts 
our  sighs  after  him." 

Genevieve  attempted  to  smile,  and 
appear  unmoved  ;  but  the  pang  at  her 
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heart  checked   the  attempt,  and  she 
drew  her  veil  over  her  face  to  conceal 
her   tears,    as   walking  betwixt    her 
Ladyship  and  Ferdinand,  she  accom- 
panied  them   to    the    terrace ;    here 
Henri,  with   several  domestics,  were 
in  waiting,  and   decorum   prevented 
the  farther  indulgence  of  their  feel- 
ings.    Ferdinand  inarticulately  bade 
her  Ladyship,  "  farewell,*'  and  press- 
ing   the  hand  of  Genevieve,    whis- 
pered, "  remember,"  then    vaulting 
into  his  saddle,  he   gave  them  a  last 
look,     and     departed,    followed    by 
Henri  with  the  utmost  swiftness. 

Genevieve  did  not  faint,  but  she 
felt  too  much  oppressed  to  breathe  ; 
and  her  Ladyship  leading  her  to  a 
retired  seat  upon  the  terrace,  she 
begged  to  be  left  alone,  which  she 
was  instantly  indulged  in  ;  she  then 
gave  free  vent  to  her  tears,  and  utter- 
ing the  word  "  remember,"  she  again 
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mentally  repeated  her  oath,  and  re- 
called his  parting  glance ;  it  was  so 
mournful,  yet  sweet,  that  it  thrilled 
her  soul,  and  was  a  source  of  plea- 
surable retrospection  during  many 
weary  months.  Her  time  now  seemed 
to  pass  more  languidly  than  before  ; 
she  was  assured  of  Ferdinand's  exist- 
ence ;  fears  for  his  safety  too,  tor- 
mented her  with  hourly  apprehen- 
sions, for  she  could  scarcely  think  it 
possible  for  him  to  enter  France  with- 
out being  recognized. 

Sir  James  too,  was  now  no  longer 
in  a  situation  to  render  her  attention 
to  him  a  source  of  amusement ;  sunk 
in  a  heavy  lethargy,  he  was  incapable 
of  speaking  to,  or  recognizing  either 
his  affectionate  wife,  or  attached  pro- 
tegee, but  the  physicians  declared  he 
might  linger  some  weeks  longer  in 
the  same  state,  though  his  recovery 
was  absolutely  impossible. 
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A  few  day's  after  Ferdinand's  de- 
parture a  letter  came  to  her  Ladyship 
from  Antonia,  informing  her,  "^  that 
the  day  was  fixed  for  her  taking  the 
veil,  and  intreating  as  the  last  favour 
she  should  ever  request,  her  and  Gene- 
vieve's presence  at  the  ceremony." 

Lady  Ellis  was  extremely  unwil- 
ling to  leave  Sir  James,  but  his  medi- 
cal attendants  declared,  "  there  was 
no  likelihood  of  any  sudden  change," 
and  the  distance  to  the  convent  was 
so  trifling  that  they  need  only  be 
absent  one  night;  she  therefore 
determined  upon  acceeding  to  her 
request — and  the  day  before  the  one 
appointed  for  the  ceremony  they 
departed  and  arrived  at  the  convent 
in  safety;  here  they  desired  Antonia 
might  be  informed  they  wished  to  see 
her ;  she  instantly  came  to  them,  and 
expressed  her  joy  at  once  again  be- 
holding them  before  she  took  leave  of 
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the  world  for  ever.  Lady  Ellis  viewed 
her  as  she  spoke  with  an  admiration 
not  unmixed  with  wonder  ;  bred  a 
Protestant  herself  she  was  ignorant  of 
that  religious  enthusiasm  which  could 
induce  a  young  and  lovely  female  in 
the  bloom  of  youth,  to  cut  herself  off 
from  the  joys  and  pleasures  of  society, 
and  bury  herself  in  the  secluded  gloom 
of  the  conventual  life  ;  and  she  v/ished 
to  discover  some  trace  of  reluctance 
to  the  approaching  sacrifice,  that  she 
might  induce  her  to  abandon  her  in- 
tention ;  but  Antonia  was  mild,  pla- 
cid and  even  cheerful ;  no  traces  of 
sorrow  or  dejection  clouded  her  brow, 
her  eyes  beamed  with  the  emanations 
of  piety  and  content, even  her  habitual 
pride  had  vanished  from  her  deport- 
ment, and  she  appeared  already  an 
inhabitant    of  another  region. 

Pressing  the  hand  of  Lady  Ellis  to 
her  lips  (she  said)  she  had  requested 
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her  favouring  her  with  a  visit  at  this 
time,  that  she  might  return  her  her 
thanks  for  her  kindnesses  to  herself 
and  her  father  more  warmly  than  she 
had  hitherto  done^  as  she  feared  the 
pride  she  had  once  fostered  in  her 
heart  had  rendered  her  ungrateful ; 
then  throwing  a  rosary  over  the 
neck  of  Genevieve,  she  kissed  her  as 
she  bade  her  "  keep  it  for  her  sake," 
adding  her  happiness  could  receive 
only  one  addition^  that  of  beholding 
her  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  convent 
with  herself. 

Genevieve  sighed  as  she  spoke,  and 
thought  that  should  Ferdinand  fail  in 
his  enquiries,  here  she  should  like  to 
end  her  days.  Antonia  then  pre- 
sented Lady  Ellis  with  a  curious  em- 
broidered scarf  of  her  own  work, 
as  a  token  of  remembrance,  saying, 
that  she  had  particularly  wished  to 
see  and  take  leave  of  them  before  her 
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assuming  the  veil,  as  afterwards  it 
was  her  intention  to  have  no  farther 
intercourse  with  the  world ;  they 
must  therefore  look  upon  her  as  one 
dead  to  society,  and  regretting  only 
themselves  in  the  world  she  had  quit- 
ted. She  then  took  a  solemn  farewell 
of  them,  and  they  bade  her  adieu 
with  feelings  not  far  removed  from 
awe  and  veneration  of  her  piety,  and 
with  the  most  ardent  wishes  for  her 
happiness.  Tn  their  way  to  the  gate 
of  the  convent  they  were  met  by 
Bianca,  who  appeared  rejoiced  to  see 
them,  and  enquired  if  they  were  not  de- 
lighted with  the  saint-like  deportment 
of  her  child.  Genevieve  answered  in 
the  affirmative,  but  Lady  Ellis,  who 
thought  of  the  approaching  sacrifice 
with  regret,  let  fall  some  tears  which 
the  pious  Bianca  thought  almost  a 
sacrilege,  and   lifting  up   her   hands 


48     THE  republican's  mistress. 

and  eyes  expressed  her  regret  "that  a 
lady  so  good  and  benevolent  liad  not 
been  educated  in  the  true  faith — and 
taught  from  her  cradle  to  view  the 
vocation  of  a  nun  as  the  summit  of 
human  happiness,  and  the  sure  pass- 
port to  heaven,"  concluding  with  a 
prayer  to  the  virgin  for  her  conver- 
sion. 

Her  Ladyship  thanked  the  old 
woman  for  her  good  wishes,  and 
respecting  even  her  prejudices,  did 
not  attempt  so  useless  a  task  as 
combating  them;  but  making  her  a 
present  to  purchase  a  gold  crucifix, 
to  wear  in  honour  of  the  day  which 
dedicated  her  young  lady  to  heaven, 
they  bade  her  farewell,  and  retired  to 
the  inn,  where  they  were  to  sleep. 
They  passed  the  evening  in  conversa- 
tion respecting  Antonia,  and  Gene- 
vieve, who,though  bred  a  catholic,  had 
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never  witnessed  the  ceremony  of  tak- 
ing the  veil,  was  as  anxious  as  her 
Ladyship  to  behold  it. 

The  following  morning  at  an  early 
hour  they  repaired  to  the  church  of 
the  convent,  which  was  already  nearly 
filled  with  spectators ;  Bianca,  who,  in 
the  habit  of  a  lay  sister  attended  in  the 
church,  saw  them  enter,  and  approach- 
ing, led  them  to  a  seat  where  they 
could  see  the  ceremony  to  the  great- 
est advantage.  Genevieve  gazed 
timidly  around  her ;  the  church  was 
large,  and  presented  a  picture  both 
impressive  and  beautiful;  the  body 
was  filled  with  spectators,  all  dressed 
as  for  as  an  assembly,  every  one  being 
anxious  to  testify  their  joy  at  an  event 
they  deemed  an  honour  to  their  re- 
ligion ;  upon  seats  raised  above  each 
other  and  parted  by  a  railing  from  the 
strangers,  sat  the  boarders  of  the  eon- 
vent — all  habited  aliisc  in  white,  and 
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crowned  with  coronets  of  white  roses; 
next  them  sat  the  novices,  dressed  in 
grey,  with  transparent  white  veils 
thrown  over  their  heads;  but  so  art- 
fully and  delicately  arranged,  as  to 
add  to  that  beauty  which  it  affected 
to  shade.  The  Abbess,  a  majestic, 
handsome  middle-aged  woman,  co- 
vered with  the  decorations  of  her 
order,  w^as  seated  beneath  a  canopy 
of  crimson  and  gold,  and  before  her 
in  rows  sat  the  nuns  closely  veiled, 
whose  simple'  black  costume  formed  a 
striking  contrast  with  the  munificence 
of  their  superior.  The  organ  played 
a  sweet  and  solemn  anthem,  which 
was -accohipanied  by  the  voices  of  the 
novices  in 'the  strains  of  melody  which 
sunk  into  the  hearts  of  the  hearers. 
As  soon  as  it  was  concluded,  the 
father  confessor  of  the  convent  as- 
cended the  pulpit,  and  uttered  a  most 
eloquent   and    affecting  eulogy   upon 
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the  ceremony  they  were  met  to  wit- 
ness, proposing  the  intended  nun  as 
an  example  to  all  the  yomiger  part  of 
her  sex  then  present.  As  soon  as  he 
had  concluded^  another  anthem  was 
performed,  and  accompanied  as  be- 
fore by  the  novices,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  single  voice  so  harmonious 
and  impressive,  that  every  sense  was 
lost  in  attention, and  an  almost  breath- 
less silence  reigned  throughout  the 
church,  so  fearful  were  they  of  los- 
ing the  least  tone  of  the  delightful 
melody.  At  the  conclusion  of  a 
beautiful  cadence,  a  pair  of  folding 
doors  at  the  extremity  of  the  princi- 
pal aisle  flew  open,  and  Antonia, 
dressed  with  the  most  studied  ele- 
gance, and  covered  with  ornaments, 
was  discovered  standing  between  two 
nuns  ;  in  an  instant  they  stepped  for- 
ward, and  proceeded  at  a  solemn  pace 
towards  the   high    altar,  where  they 
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were  met  by  the  bishop  and  several 
of  the  priests,  and  the  single  voice 
that  before  was  heard  was  lost  in  the* 
swell  of  the  organ,  and  the  grand 
chorus  of  nuns  and  novices,  which 
lusted  till  Antonia  fell  upon  her  knees 
before  the  altar,  and  then  gradually 
sunk  into  silence. 

The  bishop  then  presented  her  with 
a  crucifix,  and  holding  it  in  her 
hands,  in  terms  audible  and  impres- 
sive, she  pronounced  the  solemn  vow 
which  banished  her  from  the  world 
for  ever.  As  soon  as  she  had  con- 
cludedj  she  kissed  the  crucifix,  and 
resigned  it  again  to  the  bishop,  then 
rising  from  her  knees,  she  retired  with 
the  nuns  into  the  interior  of  the  con- 
vent ;  a  solemn  silence  prevailing 
during  her  absence,  except  a  slight 
sound  of  tise  organ,  which  was  touched 
so  indistinctly  as  to  be  scarcely  heard, 
except  by  sweet  and  occa/ional  tones, 
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which  continued  till  the  folding-doors 
again  opened,  and  Antonia^  attended 
by  the  same  nuns,  appeared,  but  so 
changed  as  scarcely  to  be  recognized 
for  the  same ;  divested  of  her  orna- 
ments and  her  splendid  attire,  she 
was  dressed  in  the  plain  black  habit 
of  a  nun ;  her  long  dark  hair  flowed 
loosely  over  her  shoulders,  and  her 
hands  crossed  upon  her  breast,  with 
her  eyes  bent  to  the  earth,  she  pro- 
ceeded to  the  altar,  and  again  knelt 
before  the  holy  father,  who  then  so- 
lemnly exhorted  her  "  if  she  felt  any 
reluctance  to  concluding  the  cere- 
mony then  to  speak,  as  it  was  still  in 
her  power  to  return  to  the  world ;  if 
not  to  signify  her  consent,  which  she 
did  by  fervently  crossing  herself,  and 
bowing  reverently  three  times.  An 
aged  nun  then  approached  her,  and 
with  a  pair  of  scissars  cut  off  her 
luxuriant  tresses    as  too   (jinamental 
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for  the  rigid  seclusion  she  had  devoted 
herself  to  ;  the  holy  father  then  took 
the  sacred  veil,  and  after  blessing  it, 
placed  it  upon  her  head,  and  covered 
her  features  from  the  public  gaze  for 
ever.  Antoniathen  threw  herself  pros- 
trate before  the  altar  as  in  adoration, 
a  funeral  pall  was  thrown  over  her, 
and  the  bell  of  the  convent  tolled 
solemnly  as  for  the  burial  of  the 
dead. 

Lady  Ellis  had  witnessed  the  whole 
of  the  preceding  ceremony  with  mixed 
emotions  of  awe,  and  horror,  but  she 
became  now  too  much  agitated  to  be 
able  longer  to  endure  it,  and  starting 
from  her  seat  (she  exclaimed)  ''  oh 
let  me  go  hence  !  I  shall  die  if  1  am 
compelled  longer  to  witness  this 
scene."  Some  gentlemen  near,  sup- 
posing her  uneasiness  arose  from  heat, 
assisted  her  and  Genevieve  through 
the  crowd  to  their  carriage,  which  her 
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Ladyship  ordered  to  proceed  instantly 
homeward,  and  as  soon  as  her  feel- 
ings were  calmed  by  a  violent  flood 
of  tears,  she  exclaimed  against  '^  the 
barbarity  of  the  sacrifice  they  had 
witnessed,  and  the  absurdity  of  sup- 
posing the  resignation  of  the  duties 
of  society  an  acceptable  offering 
to  the  creator  by  whom  they  are 
so  expressly  commanded  to  be  per- 
formed. 

Genevieve  combated  her  arguments 
by  denying  there  was  any  barbarity 
in  the  present  case,  the  victim  being 
self-devoted,  and  acting  from  the  im- 
pulse of  religion  alone  ;  but  she  agreed 
that  when  those  vows  are  forced, 
dreadful  indeed  must  be  the  situation 
of  the  sufferer,  and  imagination  itself 
cannot  conceive  greater  agony  than 
must  be  endured  by  the  poor  devoted 
one  who  hears  the  passing  bell  that 
banishes  her  fpr  ever  from  that  world 
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in  which  perhaps  the  warmest  affec- 
tions of  her  youthful  heart  are  cen- 
tered ;  yet  Genevieve  scarcely  knew 
on  which  side  to  decide  ;  as  a  Catholic 
she  had  been  taught  from  childhood 
to  look  upon  the  vocation  of  a  nun 
with  reverence;  but  she  respected  Lady 
Ellis,  and  since  she  had  known  her, 
she  had  often  thought  the  religion  that 
could  produce  such  characters  as  her's 
and  Sir  James's,  could  not  be  so  vile 
as  she  had  been  bade  to  think  it ;  when 
within  a  league  of  the  castello,  they 
were  met  by  one  of  their  own  domestics, 
advancing  at  full  speed,  and  Lady 
Ellis  was  seriously  alarmed,  when 
riding  up  to  the  window,  he  said,  "  Sir 
James,  had,  during  the  night  become 
sensible,  and  about  an  hour  before,  had 
enquired  for  herself  and  Genevieve." 
The  driver  had  instant  orders  to 
hurry  homeward  as  fast  as  possible, 
and   during   their   short  ride,     Lady 
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Ellis  lamented  her  having  upon  any 
consideration  quitted  him,  with  the 
most  bitter  self-recrimination. 

Genevieve  endeavoured  to  soothe 
and  pacify  her,  but  without  effect, 
and  upon  their  arrival  at  the  castello, 
she  leaped  hastily  from  the  carriage, 
and  was  proceeding  towards  the  apart- 
ment of  the  invalid,  when  she  was 
met  by  the  physician  who  had  just 
quitted  it,  and  taking  her  hand  he 
begged  her  not  to  proceed. 

''  Oh,  tell  jx^  V  (she  exclaimed) 
sinking  upon  the  shoulder  of  Gene- 
vieve, (who  had  closely  followed  her) 
^'  is  he  then  no  more  ?" 

"  He  lives,  Madam,  (replied  the 
physician)  but  he  sleeps,  and  must  not 
be  disturbed." 

"  You  are  deceiving  me,  (she  fran- 
ticly  exclaimed)  it  is  the  sleep  of 
death,"  and  rushing  past  him  she  en- 
tered the  chamber  of  Sir  James,  and 
d5 
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fell  upon  her  knees  by  the  side  of  the 
bed,  where  she  beheld  him  sleeping 
profoundly,  and  apparently  calm  and 
tranquil ;  nor  did  the  noise  she  made 
in  entering  at  all  disturb  his  repose. 
Convinced  now  that  her  alarm  was 
groundless,  Lady  Ellis  permitted  Ge- 
nevieve to  lead  her  from  the  apart- 
ment to  the  next,  where  the  physician 
still  remained.  "  Did  Sir  James  (she 
enquired  of  him)  regret  my  absence 
much  ?'^ 

'^  He  was  not  conscious  of  it,  Ma- 
dam^ he  had  scarcely  expressed  a  wish 
for  your  presence  when  the  sleep  he 
now  lies  in  overpowered  him." 

"  Do  you  think  (she  added)  his  le- 
thargy will  return  ?" 

The  medical  man  shook  his  head, 
as  he  replied — "  No  Madam,  I  am 
certain  it  will  not ;  he  will  soon  shake 
off  -  every  inclination  to  sleep,  and 
awake  perfectly  in  his  senses," 
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^^  Thank  God  !  (she  fervently  ex- 
claimed) I  shall  not  then  so  bitterly 
lament  my  having  quitted  him." 

A  pause  ensued  of  several  minutes, 
when  he  added,  ''  You  need  not, 
Madam,  reflect  upon  yourself  on  that 
score,  every  attention  has  been  paid 
him,  and  he  knew  not  of  your  absence  : 
but  I  would  wish  to  caution  your 
Ladyship  against  indulging  the  hopes 
I  perceive  you  now  do,  lest  their 
disappointment  should  too  much  af- 
fect you." 

"  You  think,  then,  that  he  is  in  im- 
minent danger  ?" 

"^  Oh  heavens  !  be  candid,  Sir,  I  can 
endure  to  hear  the  worst." 

"  The  sleep  he  is  now  in  may  last 
three  or  four  hours — "  (he  hesitated, 
and  Genevieve  said)  "  But  upon  his 
awaking.  Sir," 

'^  He    may  possibly   live  the  sanie 
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number  of  hours  after,  that  longer  I 
believe  it  to  be  impossible  for  him  to 
exist." 

Lady  Ellis  overwhelmed  by  a  pre- 
diction, the  truth  of  which  she  had 
no  cause  to  doubt,  sunk  in  a  swoon 
upon  her  seat,  but  as  soon  as  she  was 
recovered  she  endeavoured  to  assume 
fortitude  sufficient  to  bear  her  through 
the  approaching  trial ;  but  she  insisted 
upon  being  permitted  to  watch  by  the 
side  of  her  husband,  till  her  cares  were 
no  longer  necessary  ;  they  therefore 
again  repaired  to  the  bed-chamber  of 
the  invalid,  and  seated  themselves  in 
niournful  silence  by  the  bed-side. 
Nearly  at  the  time  the  physician  men- 
tioned. Sir  James  awoke  as  he  had 
declared  he  would,  perfectly  sensible  ; 
but  too  feeble  to  utter  more  than  a 
few  inarticulate  w^ord's — but  the  lai?t 
act  of  his  life  was  one  of  kindness 
and  benevolence,  for  t-aking  the  hand 
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of  Genevieve,  he  placed  it  in  that  of 
his  wife's,  and  his  looks  were  too  ex- 
pressive for  her  Ladyship  to  misun- 
derstand them  ;  and  leaning  over  the 
hand  he  had  given,  she  solemnly 
vowed  "  to  protect  her  during  life  as 
her  own  child." 

The  promise  appeared  to  give  him 
pleasure  ;  a  faint  beam  of  joy  sparkled 
in  his  sunken  eye,  and  he  murmured 
a  blessing  on  them  both ;  but  Gene- 
vieve was  too  much  affected  to  return 
him  thanks,  otherwise  than  by  her 
tears.  In  a  short  time  afterwards  he 
was  seized  with  convulsions,  and  in 
less  time  than  the  physician  specified, 
his  prediction  proved  a  true  one. 
Lady  Ellis  was  conveyed  from  the 
room  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  and  Ge- 
nevieve only  supported  her  own  spirit?* 
for  the  sake  of  attending  to  her  friend, 
whose  grief  was  deep,  though  not  vio- 
knt,  as  the  event  had  been  long  ex- 
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pectecl,  though  its  suddenness  had  at 
first  overwhelmed  her. 

It  had  been  the  particular  desire  of 
Sir  James  to  be  buried  with  his  ances- 
tors ;  his  body  was  therefore  put  into 
a  leaden  cofRn,  and  a  vessel  engaged 
to  convey  that  and  his  family  to  Eng- 
land ;  a  person  was  sent  from  Anto- 
nia's  convent  to  take  charge  of  the 
cottage  and  castello.  This  settled, 
they  had  no  further  business  in  Spain, 
but  the  corpse  being  carried  on  board 
the  vessel,  Genevieve  and  Lady  Ellis 
followed  it,  and  a  fair  gale  wafted 
them  speedily  towards  the  tranquil 
shores  of  England. 


CHAP.  II. 

But  gayer  insects  fluttering  by, 
Ne'er  droop  the  wing  o'er  those  that  die  ; 
And  lovelier  things  have  mercy  shown, 
To  every  failing  but  their  own, 
And  every  woe  a  tear  can  claim 
E.xcept  an  erring  Sister's  sliume. 

LORD    BYROX. 

The  winter  in  Switzerland  com- 
menced with  unusual  severity,  and 
Madame  Varines  and  her  family  were 
almost  constantly  confined  to  the  se- 
clusion of  their  cottage,  compelled  to 
occupy  themselves  in  domestic  amuse- 
ments ;  their  only  visitor  was  the 
Duca  de  Sebastino,  whose  marriage 
with  Geraldine  was  shortly  to  take 
place,  and  only  deferred  by  Madame'* 
desire,  as  she  could  not  endure  the 
idea  of  parting  for  ever  from  her 
child,  for  such  to  her  appeared  the 
distance   between  Spain  and  Switzer- 
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land.  They  often  mused  upon  the 
probable  fate  of  Ferdinand  and  Gene- 
vieve, as  they  had  learnt  no  intelli- 
gence concerning  them.  The  Duca's 
servant  had  written  from  Spain  that 
all  his  researches  and  enquiries  were  in 
vain  respecting  Geneviev^e,  and  as 
Ferdinand  was  much  and  deservedly 
esteemed  by  them  all,  upon  his  ac- 
count it  was  much  regretted,  and  fre- 
quently the  theme  of  their  conversa- 
tion. 

Gei-aldine  was  a  very  pretty  drawer 
and  remarkably  happy  in  her  like- 
nesses, she  drew  from  memory  the 
resemblance  of  Ferdinand,  and  the 
Duca  was  so  little  jealous  of  her  oc- 
cupation, that  he  assisted  her  with  his 
advice  and  occasional  instruction  in 
her  task,  he  being  a  proficient  in  the 
art  which  he  had  studied  during  his 
stay  at  Venice  under  the  best  masters 
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Italy  could  produce.  This  employ- 
ment robbed  some  of  the  dull  days  of 
winter  of  their  tediousness,  and  when 
it  was  completed^  it  was  elegantly 
framed  and  hung  up  in  the  sitting  par- 
lour of  the  cottage,  and  Geraldine 
contemplated  it  with  pride  as  well  as 
pleasure,  as  being  the  best  specimen 
she  had  produced  of  her  progress  in 
the  art,  and  the  just  resemblance  of  a 
valued  friend. 

They  were  one  evening  drawn  as 
usual  in  a  circle  round  the  fire,  the 
Duca  was  there  upon  a  visit,  and  the 
violence  of  a  snow  storm  appeared 
to  forbid  his  returning  to  Lausanne, 
where  he  had  a  temporary  residence. 
Madame  and  Geraldine  were  both 
employed  with  their  needle,  whilst  the 
Duca  was  reading  aloud  to  them, 
when  their  attention  was  diverted 
from  the  author  by  a  shrill  cry  of  di>«5- 
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tress  from  without,  apparently  at  no 
great  distance  from  the  house  ;  they 
instantly  raised  their  eyes  from  their 
employment,  and  listened  for  an  in- 
stant in  breathless  suspense,  till  it  was 
repeated,  but  apparently  in  a  fainter 
tone. 

'^  (Jh  heav^ens  !  exclaimed  Madame, 
with  terror,  it  is  some  poor  bew^ildered 
creature  perishing  in  the  snow." 

Starting  from  his  chair,  the  Duca 
flew  to  the  door,  and  opening  it  ran 
down  the    colonade    to   the     garden 
gate,    but    no    object  whatever    w^as 
distinguished  ;  all  was  a  waste  of  daz- 
zling white,  and  the  driving  snow  al- 
most  blinded   him;  he   called   aloud, 
but  no  answer  was  returned,  and  Ge- 
raldine,  who  had  hastened  after  him, 
now  entreated  him  to  return  in  doors 
and   put    on  some   covering,  ''  when 
Claude,  who  her  mother  had  summon- 
ed, would  join  him,  and  go  in  search  of 
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tlie  unhappy  wretch  whose  voice  they 
had  heard." 

The  Duca,  concerned  at  her  having 
exposed  herself  to  the  inclement  ele- 
ments, hastily  obeyed  her,  and  then 
wrapping  himself  up  in  a  large  cloak, 
and  attended  by  Claude,  who  carried 
a  lanthorn,  he  again  sallied  forth  ;  but 
the  wind  blew  with  such  violence  that 
the  old  man  could  scarcely  resist  its 
force,  and  they  wandered  in  every  di- 
rection as  far  a^-'  they  imagined  the 
voice  could  have  been  heard,  without 
meeting  with  any  human  being,  or 
hearingjhe  least  sound  but  that  of  the 
tempestuous  elements. 

"  Heaven  help  them  poor  creatures 
(said  Claude)  if  there  are  any  one 
abroad  such  a  night  as  this  ;  they  can- 
not long  survive,  being  exposed  to  its 
fury,  but  I  hope,  and  trust.  Sir,  you 
and  my  ladies  were  mistaken,  the 
whistling   of   the    wind  through  the 
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trees  often  resembles  the  cries  of  a  hu- 
man voice  ;  I  have  been  so  deceived 
myself." 

'^  It  is  Fidelia,  my  young  Lady's 
dog,  (said  Claude)  he  has  been  more 
successful  than  we  have  ;  if  we  follow 
the  sound  we  shall  be  certain  of  meet- 
ing with  the  sufferer;  for  even  the  ani- 
mals in  this  country  are  trained  in 
the  exercises  of  humanity 

The     Duca,    without     answering, 
sprung  forward,  and  the  man  slowly  fol- 
lowed his  footsteps.    In  a  few  minutes 
he  met  the  dog,  flying  with  the  ut- 
v^  most   speed  towards  the  cgaeh  ;  but 

— "^^  upon  seeing  the  Duca,  he  stopped, 
barked,  and  then  bounded  rapidly 
back  again.  The  Duca  followed  the 
sagacious  animal,  and  perceived  him 
stop,  and  again  bark  violently.  Up- 
on arriving  at  th.e  spot,  the  Duca 
beheld  extended  upon  the  snow  a 
human  figure  in  the  attire  of  a   fe- 
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male,  apparently  lifeless  ;  but  raising 
her  in  liis  arm  he  bore  her  to  the 
cottage,  and  laid  her  upon  a  couch 
in  the  sitting-room,  and  Madame 
and  Geraldine,  with  old  Agnes,  in^ 
stantly  surrounded  her  to  offer  every 
assistance,  in  their  power;  and  as 
such  accidents  were  not  unfrequent 
in  that  climate,  they  were  well  skilled 
in  administering  what  was  necessary 
for  her  situation. 

The  female  was  young,  and  clad 
in  the  costume  of  a  French  peasant, 
her  head-dress  had  fallen  off,  and  a 
profusion  of  long  black  hair  hung 
over  and  totally  obscured  her  face 
and  neck.  Geraldine,  putting  her 
hand  beneath  her  neck,  raised  he^' 
head  and  removed  the  hair  from  her 
face  ;  she  was  totally  insensible,  yet 
a  slight  crimson  tinged  her  cheek 
and  lips,  and  showed  that  life  had 
not  yet  deserted  her.     Madame  now 
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approached  her  v/ith  a  little  warm 
wine,  which  she  forced  her  to  swal- 
low a  small  quantity  of;  she  sighed 
as  she  contemplated  her,  and  ex- 
claimed, "poor  young  creature,  how 
lovely  even  in  this  dreadful  situation ; 
but  I  fear  we  are  too  late  to  save  her, 
she  appears  to  have  been  so  long  ex- 
posed to  the  rigours  of  the  season, 
that  her  recovery  is  very  doubtful. 

The  Duca,  who  had  been  disen- 
cumbering himself  of  his  snowy  gar- 
ments, now  entered  the  room,  and 
approached  the  inanimate  object  he 
had  probably  preserved ;  he  gazed 
for  an  instant  upon  her  real  features 
stiffened  as  in  death,  scarce  crediting 
what  he  beheld  ;  he  drew  his  hand 
across  his  eyes,  and  sunk  upon  a  seat, 
exclaiming — ''  Gracious  heaven  !  can 
it  be  possible,  dreadful  retribution!" 

Madame  looked  at  him  with 
astonishment,  "you  know  her  then  ?" 
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"  I  once  did — you  have  likewise 
heard  of  her^  though  you  little  ex- 
pected ever  to  behold  ber  beneath  this 
roof — it  is  Janetta  !' ' 

Madame  was  shocked^  and  turned 
a  look  of  horror  upon  the  insensible 
being  before  her,  whilst  Geraldine, 
at  a  name  she  had  so  often  heard 
coupled  with  infamy^  withdrew  her 
arm,  and  let  her  head  fall  upon  the 
settee  she  laid  upon.  A  silence  of 
j?everal  minutes  ensued,  when  a  groan 
from  the  poor  sufferer  proved  that  she 
was  recovering  to  a  sense  of  pain.- — 
Madame  turned  a  look  of  pity  upon 
her,  ^^let  us  not  think  of  her  crimes, 
(she  excianned)  she  is  now  a  sufferer, 
and  it  is  our  duty  to  give  every  as- 
sistance in  our  power  to  her  distress- 
ful state  ;  we  are  commanded  to  assist 
the  unhappy,  not  judge  of  their  de- 
servings." 
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Geraldine  blushed,  and  softly  stole 
her  hand  again  beneath  the  head  of 
Janetta,  whose  repeated  groans  wrung 
her  heart  ;  a  bed  was  immediately 
warmed  for  her  reception,  and  the 
Duca  carrying  her  in  his  arms  to  the 
chamber,  left  her  to  the  care  of  the 
females,  and  returned  to  the  little  par- 
lour  to  ruminate  upon  the  events  of 
the  evening,  which  he  could  scarcely 
believe  to  be  the  effect  of  chance. — 
Fixing  his  eyes  upon  the  portrait  of 
Ferdinand,  he  ejaculated,  ^'no  my 
friend,  it  is  undoirbtedly  the  effect 
of  a  peculiar  providence  that  brings 
your  enemy  beneath  this  roof;  some- 
thing tells  me,  that  the  dark  mystery 
that  has  separated  you  from  her  you 
lore,  will  e'er  long  be  developed,  hni 
perhaps  too  late. 

He  remained  alone  till  a  late  hour, 
when  Madame  entered  the  apart- 
ment, to  say,  "  that  her  guest  was  re- 
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stored  to  sense,  and  more  free  from 
pain   than  could  possibly  have  been 
hoped,  but  very  weak  and  exhausted, 
and  that  a   composing    draught  had 
just  been  given  her,  which  would  she 
hoped  soon  take  effect;  she  advised 
the  Duca  to  retire  to  rest,   as  herself, 
with  Geraldine,    and   Dame    Agnes, 
would  watch  with  the  invalid  during 
the  night,  and  after  a  short  conversa- 
tion upon  the  singularity  of   the   cir- 
cumstance that  should  bring  Janetta  to 
a  place  where  she  was  recognized,  they 
separated,  and  the  Duca  retired  to  his 
couch,  but  sleep  fled  from  his  pillow, 
and  he  rose  at  an   early  hour,  when 
he  heard  from  Geraldine,  that  Janetta 
was  apparently   much  recovered,  but 
unable  yet  to  quit   her   bed  ;  during 
breakfast  he    agreed    with    Madame 
that    it   would    be    proper   to    keep 
their    knowledge     of    her     a  secret, 
till  she  was  better  able  to  bear  the  sur- 

VOL.  III.  E 
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prise  it  most  probably  would  be  to 
her. 

The  Duca  then  departed  to  Lau- 
sanne, and  Madame  and  Geraldine 
returned  to  their  attentions  towards 
their  guest,  who  recovered  very 
slowly  ;  her  mind  appeared  to  labour 
under  great  dejection,  and  her  man- 
ners were  so  mild,  so  humble,  and  re- 
served^  and  so  totally  opposite  to  the 
character  they  had  heard  given  of 
her,  that  they  would  have  doubted 
her  identity,  had  they  thought  it 
possible  for  the  Duca  to  be  mis- 
taken. 

It  was  nearly  a  week  before  she  wa« 

able  to  leave  her  apartment  ;  the  Duca 
Was  at  Lausanne,  and  Geraldine,  in 
imitation  of  the  benevolence  of  her 
mother,  offered  the  invalid  her  arm  to 
lead  her  to  the  sitting-room,  where 
Madame  waited  breakfast  for  her,  an 
offer  that  Janetta  with   gi-r^titude  ac- 
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cepted ;  for  though  she  exerted  her- 
self in  hope  of  gaining  strength,  and 
being  no  longer  a  trouble  to  those  whose 
hospitality  and  kindness  had  preserved 
her  from  perishing  by  cold^  yet  her 
frame  was  so  weakened  by  her  suffer- 
ings of  that  night,  and  the  fatigue  of 
a  long  journey  on  foot,  that  she  was 
scarcely  able  to  support  her  own 
weight. 

Upon  being  congratulated  by  Ma- 
dame upon  her  recovery,  she  returned 
her  her  thanks  for  the  benefits  she  had 
received  from  her  with  native  ele- 
gance and  dignity,  and  during  the 
repast  Madame  sat  admiring  the 
beauty  of  her  face  and  the  dignity 
of  her  form,  which  was  strikingly  con- 
trasted with  the  plainness  of  her  dress ; 
but  Madame  beheld  only  the  remains 
of  that  loveliness  which  had  been  the 
destruction  of  the  possessor.  Remprse 
had   robbed  her  cheek  of  its  bloom. 
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and  emaciated  her  figure,  but  Madame 
attributed  those  appearances  of  illness 
to  her  late  accident,  though  the  cause 
was  seated  much  deeper.     After  the 
first  compliments  were  over,  a  silence 
prevailed  through  the  little  party,  each, 
though  one  from  difierent  reasons,  were 
silent   and   contemplative,   and   they 
had  not  spoken   for  several  minutes, 
when    Janetta  raising  her   eyes,  be- 
held the  portrait  of  Ferdinand — her 
pale  cheek  turned  of  the  death-like 
hue,  the  tea-cup    she   held    dropped 
from    her   nerveless    hand,    and    she 
tremulouslv   exclaimed,    '^  Oh  where 
am  I?    Gracious  powers!  if  it  should 
be  so  !     Oh  Madame,  tell  me,  is  the 
original    of   that    picture    known   to 
you?" 

"  He  is  (replied  Geraldine  hastily) 
my  mother's  most  intimate  friend." 

"  And    now    in  Switzerland,"  (in- 
terrupted Janetta.) 
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''  Alas !  no,  (said  Madame)  be  is 
a  fugitive  I  know  not  where." 

Janetta  sunk  backward  on  her 
seat,  and  exclaimed,  "  am  I  again  dis- 
appointed ?  but  I  dare  not  expect,  I 
deserve  not  to  succeed,"  and  covering 
her  face  with  her  hands  she  remained 
for  an  instant  silent. 

At  that  moment  the  Duca  arrived 
from  Lausanne,  and  entered  the  apart- 
ment ;  he  knew  not  that  Janetta  had 
quitted  her  chamber,  and  he  would 
again  have  left  the  room  to  prevent 
her  recognizing  him  so  abruptly ; 
but  it  was  too  late,  Janetta  raised  her 
head,  and  her  eyes  encountered  those 
of  the  Duca;  she  gazed  at  him  as  if 
incredulous,  and  scarcely  believing  it 
was  him,  she  then  turned  her  eyes 
upon  Madame  and  Geraldine  for  an 
explanation,  but  the  expression  of 
their  countenances  told  her  sh©  was 
known  to  them,  and   as  the  Duca  ap- 
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preached  her,  and  pronounced  her 
name^she  shrunk  back  with  horror ;  she 
remembered  where  last  she  saw  him, 
and  her  natural  pride  was  not  so  far 
overcome  as  to  prevent  her  feeling  the 
deepest  humiliation  at  finding  herself 
in  the  presence  of  those  to  whom  her 
faults  were  known,  and  whose  own 
rectitude  of  conduct  must  make 
them  view  her  with  contempt.  Agi- 
tated by  these  cruel  reflections,  she 
heard  not  what  he  said,  but  stifling 
her  agonizing  sobs,  they  overpowered 
her  weak  frame,  and  she  fell  from 
her  seat  in  strong  convulsions.  The 
Duca  raised  her  in  his  arms,  and  every 
means  for  a  long  time  was  used  for 
her  restoration,  but  in  vain,  and  Ma- 
dame began  to  be  apprehensive  for 
her  life  ;  no  medical  assistance  •  could 
be  procured  nearer  than  Lausanne, 
and  thither  the  Duca  dispatched  the 
servant  who  attended   him,  who  re- 
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turned  in  a  short  time  with  assistance, 
by  the  aid  of  which  Janetta  was  again 
restored  to  life  and  sense,  but  rendered 
so  extremely  weak  by  the  violence 
of  the  convulsions,  that  she  appeared 
to  be  upon  the  brink  of  the  grave. 

She  was  conveyed  to  bed,  and  or- 
dered to  be  kept  extremely  quiet,  or 
the  most  dangerous  consequences 
might  be  expected  to  ensue ;  in  obe- 
dience to  this  mandate,  Madame  and 
Dame  Agnes  alone  entered  her  cham- 
ber for  iseveral  days,  when  she  gra- 
dually recovered  her  strength,  but 
was  silent  and  reserved,  shunning 
conversation  as  much  as  possible ; 
and  upon  pretence  of  the  head-ache, 
had  the  curtains  of  her  bed  and  win- 
dow kept  drawn  to  exclude  the  light:* 
that  she  might  avoid  meeting  the 
glance  of  Madame's  expressive  eyes, 
whose  look  of  pity  she  construed 
into  contempt.     The  Duca  had   not 
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again  been  introduced  to  her^  nor  his 
name  even  mentioned,  but  she  was 
too  certain  that  she  had  beheld  him, 
to  doubt  of  her  story  being  known  to 
those  whose  inmate  she  was,  and  she- 
felt  much  relieved  by  Geraldine's  not 
entering  her  chamber,  as  she  particu- 
larly dreaded  again  beholding  her, 
well  aware  of  the  triumphal  scorn 
with  which  women  of  virtue  gene- 
rally behold  a  fallen  sister ;  but  in 
this  one  instance  she  was  mistaken, 
Geraldine  was  too  much  the  child  of 
nature,  and  too  pure  to  feel  any  sen- 
timent but  pity  for  one,  who  not  so 
well  protected  as  herself,  had  fallen 
before  temptations  she  had  never 
heen  exposed  to,  and  her  not  ap- 
proaching her  was  in  compliance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  Duca  and  her 
mother,  who  truly  guessed  the  real 
state  of  mind  of  the  half  humble,  yet 
truly  penitent  Janetta,  whose  pride 
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they  perceived  was  so  wounded,  that 
they  almost  feared  she  would  expose 
herself  again  to  the  ill  they  had  res- 
cued her  from,  rather  than  meet  a 
look  that  might  be  construed  into  a 
reproach ;  yet  her  regret  for  her 
past  errors  was  sincere,  and  her  en- 
deavours to  atone  for  them,  had 
brought  her  into  the  dreadful  situa- 
tion that  had  nearly  cost  her  her 
life. 

After  the  death  of  her  father,  her 
story  and  her  disguise  became  partly 
known  in  the  neighbourhood,  through 
the  medium  of  the  woman  who  had 
witnessed  the  scene  that  took  place 
betwixt  her  and  Justin,  during  his 
last  moments,  and  she  immediately 
adopted  the  dress  of  her  sex,  and 
applied  herself  to  the  cares  iiece.^^ary 
for  the  interment  of  her  father ;  but 
she  was  received  by  all  with  insult  and 
reproach,  even  whilst  occupied  in  the 
E  5 


last  solemn  duties;  harsh  and  con- 
temptuous epithets  were  addressed  to 
her,  ,by  those  who  were  even  more 
unfeeling  than  they  imagined  she  had 
been^  and  Janetta^  stung  to  the  soul 
by  the  mortifications,  she  yet  felt  she 
deserved,  resolved  to  remain  no  longer 
in  a  place  where  she  was  exposed  to 
insult,  and  where  she  could  not  in- 
dulge in  that  remorse  which  at  times 
wrung  her  soul  with  a  violence  that 
tjireatened  even  the  disorder  of  her 
intellects,  and  fearing  that  it  might 
not  always  be  in  her  power  to  make 
the  atonement  she  had  resolved  upon 
towards  Ferdinand  and  Genevieve, 
she  wrote  a  full  confession  of  all  the 
events  of  her  past  life,  and  concealed 
it  in  her  stays,  then  selling  the  cot- 
tage and  vineyard  for  the  trifling 
sum  it  was  possible  for  her  to  obtain 
for  it  in  such  unsettled  times,  she 
quitted  for  ever  the    spot  that  had 
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given  her  birth^  and  proceeded  on 
foot  towards  Switzerland.  Remem- 
bering the  name  of  the  person  whom 
Ferdinand,  when  in  the  forest  of 
Orleans,  had  told  her  he  resided  with 
in  that  country,  though  in  what  part 
of  it  she  was  ignorant,  and  upon  this 
vague  direction  did  she  proceed,  anx- 
ious only  to  recompence  those  she 
had  injured  :  her  health,  that  the  unea- 
siness of  her  mind  had  much  im- 
paired, suffered  greatly  during  this 
long  and  fatiguing  journey,  but  ever 
ardent  in  all  her  undertakings,  no 
peril  moved  her  from  her  purpose, 
and  she  continued  without  much  delay 
till  she  reached  Geneva,  where  she 
was  taken  extremely  ill,  and  con- 
fined for  some  time  to  her  bed,  when 
she  began  to  fear  that  atonement 
would  be  placed  beyond  her  power 
by  death,  and  sending  for  a  priest, 
she  imparted  to  him  the  cause  of  her 


84      THE  republican's  mistress. 

journey  to  Switzerland,  and  besought 
^lim  "  in  case  of  her  death,  to  forward 
the  manuscript  that  would  be  found 
about  her  according  to  the  direction." 
The  holy  father  promised  to  ob- 
serve her  request,  and  to  enquire 
after  the  residence  of  Madame  Vannes, 
but  in  this  he  was  unsuccessful,  Ma- 
dame was  too  retired,  and  too  hum- 
ble to  be  known  at  such  a  distance 
from  the  place  of  her  residence  ;  but 
Janetta  gradually  recovered,  and  the 
good  priest  was  spared  the  execution 
of  the  remainder  of  his  commission, 
but  enfeebled  by  illness  she  proceeded 
very  slowly  on  her  journey,  and 
having  passed  through  Lausanne,  she 
became  benighted  and  bewildered, 
and  a  heavy  storm  coming  on,  she 
could  no  longer  distinguish  her  path  ; 
benumbed  by  the  cold,  she  had  scarce- 
ly strength  sufficient  to  utter  two 
piercing  shrieks  for  help,  before  she 
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fell  senseless  on  the  snow,  where  she 
must  have  perished,  had  not  chance, 
or  rather  an  all  disposing  providence, 
brought  her  to  a  place  where  her 
cries  were  heard,  her  life  preserved, 
and  her  farther  wanderings  rendered 
useless. 

Nearly  a  fortnight  had  elapsed 
from  the  time  of  her  meeting  the 
Duca,  yet  she  still  continued  secluded, 
nor  did  Madame  Vannes  know  how 
to  act  to  draw  from  her  the  secret 
she  wished  to  learn,  without  wound- 
ing her  pride,  and  forcing  her  to  fly 
the  house ;  but  at  this  time  an  inci- 
dent happened  which  spared  her  the 
trouble  of  contrivance.  Janetta  was 
seated  in  her  apartment,  the  light  as 
usual  excluded,  and  her  head  leaned 
upon  her  hand  ;  she  was  debating  with 
herself  upon  the  course  she  should  pur- 
sue to  find  either  Ferdinand  or  Gene- 
vieve, to  whom  alone  she  resolved  to 
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explain  herself,  when  Dame  Agnes 
entered  the  room,  and  employed  her- 
self in  the  usual  occupations,  with  a 
countenance  so  enlightened  by  plea- 
sure, that  Janetta,  who  felt  no  re- 
serve in  conversing  with  the  old 
woman,  (^ould  not  avoid  noticing  the 
alteration  of  her  manner,  and  en- 
quired the  cause. 

"  Oh!  (she  replied)  every  one  in 
this  house  feels  the  same  pleasure  I 
do,  I  assure  you;  my  lady  has  just 
received  a  letter  from  our  dear  Mr. 
Ferdinand — he  is  safe  and  happy  in 
Spain." 

"  In  Spain !"  repeated  Janetta. 

"  Oh !  yes,  (she  replied)  at  least 
he  was  there ;  but  Madame  ought  to 
have  received  the  letter  long  since  ; 
but  these  times  it  is  almost  a  miracle 
that  she  received  it  at  all." 

Madame  entered  as  the  old  woman 
spoke,    and    Janetta   now   addressed 
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herself  to  her,  and  enquired  if  the  old 
woman's  information  was  true  ;  and 
that  she  had  indeed  heard  from  Ferdi- 
nand." 

Madame  replied  in  the  affirmative, 
and  Janetta  eagerly  requested  to 
know  where  he  might  be  found. 

Madame  hesitated,  tht  former  con- 
duct of  Janetta  crossed  her  mind, 
and  she  replied,  "  the  secret  is  not 
my  own,  I  dare  not  say  where  he  may 
be  found  to  one  who  has  proved  her- 
self his  enemy." 

"  I  am  no  longer  his  enemy,  (she 
replied)  though  he  has  been  the  di- 
rest foe  I  ever  knew,  for  he  first 
taught  my  heart  passions  that  has  un- 
done me  ;  I  have  sought  revenge  for 
it,  till  I  have  plunged  in  guilt,  which 
nothing  can  now  atone  for,  yet  all  the 
recompence  I  can  make  to  those  I 
have  injured  I  will — not  for  his  sake, 
but  for  that  of  the  innocent  suffering 
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Genevieve,  whom  never,  even  in 
thought,  wronged  me  intentionally, 
though  she  has  crossed  every  purpose 
of  my  soul — tell  me  then,  where  they 
may  be  found,  that  I  may  unload  my 
heart  before  remorse  has  robbed  me 
of  reason,  and  rendered  me  incapa- 
ble of  acting  with  that  justice  I  wish 
to  mark  the  last  passage  of  my  sinful 
life  r 

Madame,  convinced  of  her  sinceri- 
ty by  her  energy,  and  the  expres- 
sion of  her  countenance,  gave  her  the 
letter  she  had  just  received,  and  Ja- 
netta  ran  it  hastily  over  ;  it  was  from 
the  castello  De  Blanco,  the  morning 
before  he  quitted  it  in  search  of  Ja- 
netta's  parents.  It  explained  his 
meeting  with  Genevieve,  and  the  re- 
vival of  all  his  hopes  and  wishes,  with 
the  plan  of  his  intended  journey  in 
search  of  an  elucidation  of  the  mys- 
tery of  the  cavern  marriage. 
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Janetta  heaved  a  deep  sigh  as  she 
concluded  it^  then  exclaimed,  "  he 
will  again  visit  Gascony — again  be- 
hold that  cottage  that  would  to  God 
he  had  never  entered  ;  but  it  is  now 
too  late  to  reflect — how  can  I  act  ?" — 
and  leaning  her  forehead  upon  her 
hand  she  remained  lost  in  thought? 
till  Madame  interrupted  her  by  say- 
ing— "  we  are  the  friends  of  Ferdi- 
nand, he  will  perhaps  visit  us,  should 
his  journey  to  Gascony  prove  unsuc- 
cessful ;  but  cannot  your  parents  give 
him  the  information  he  seeks." 

Janetta  started  with  horror^  then 
rapidly  replied,  "  can  the  dead  speak 
— but  they  were  too  pure  to  be 
trusted  with  the  secrets  of  their  chil- 
dren, yet  they  are  now  no  more !"  and 
laying  her  hand  upon  the  arm  of  Ma  • 
danfic,  she  grasped  it  with  violence, 
as  in  a  low  voice  she  added,  and  I — 
I — am  their  murderess." 
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Madame,  alarmed  by  her  look^  and 
the  vehemence  of  her  manner,  strug- 
gled to  release  herself  from  her  gripe  ; 
Janetta  slackened  her  hold,  and  con- 
tinued—  "  Fear  me  not,  I  am  not 
m^d — though  misery  racks  my  brain, 
and  gives  me  a  foretaste  of  eternal 
tortures.  Oh,  De  Tolly  !  De  Tolly  ! 
where  art  thou  !  come  with  thy  pre- 
vailing reasons,  and  tell  me  again 
that  I  am  a  free  agent,  that  I  have  no 
account  to  give  hereafter  of  my  ac- 
tions here — and  that  crime  is  but  ima- 
ginary !" 

Madame  shuddered  at  her  air  and 
manner  whilst  she  spoke,  but  replied, 
'^  rather  lament  that  you  ever  heard 
those  pernicious  doctrines  promul-^ 
gated  by  blasphemy  and  insanity  com- 
bined, and  turn  where  penitence  is 
never  rejected." 

As  she  spoke  she  took  from  her 
neck  a  small  gold  cross,  and  presented 
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it  to  Janetta,  who  recoiled,  and 
hiding  her  eyes  with  her  hands,  and 
exclaiming,  "  Oh,  no !  no  !  I  cannot 
pray — my  prayers  would  turn  to 
curses  on  my  head — I  dare  not  pray— 
you  know  not  the  extent  of  my 
crimes !  great  as  is  my  remorse  !  I  dare 
not  hope  for  pardon — you,  all  gene- 
rous as  you  are^  even  you  would  not 
have  snatched  me  from  destruction 
had  you  known  what  a  wretch  you 
sheltered  beneath  your  roof !" 

Madame  endeavoured  to  argue  with 
her,  but  in  vain,  her  agitation  arose 
to  phrenzy,  and  the  paroxysm  of  re- 
morse continued  till  her  strength 
failed  her,  and  she  sunk  into  insensi- 
bility, which  lasted  some  time,  and 
when  she  recovered,  left  her  as  weak 
and  helpless  as  infancy,  though  calm 
and  apparently  collected  ;  but  Ma- 
dame perceived  with  regret  that  her 
strength  hourly  declined,  and  that  a 
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consumption  was  making  rapid  in- 
roads upon  her  constitution  ;  she  paid 
her  the  most  assiduous  attention,  and 
by  degrees  conquered  her  reluctance 
to  beholding  herself  and  Geraldine, 
whose  soft  eyes  overpowered  at  wit- 
nessing sufferings  it  was  not  in  her 
power  to  relieve ;  but  the  time  drew 
near  for  the  celebration  of  Geraldine's 
marriage  with  the  Duca,  who  oould 
no  longer  defer  his  return  to  Spain, 
which  was  now  become  the  theatre 
of  war,  and  to  secure  some  part  of 
his  property  it  was  necessary  that  he 
should  be  upon  the  spot,  as  all  the 
exertions  of  his  faithful  servant  An- 
tonio, who  resided  upon  one  of  his 
estates  there,  could  not  secure  it  from 
depredations. 

The  necessary  preparations  for  this 
event  took  up  much  of  the  time  of 
Geraldine  and  her  mother  ;  Janetta 
was  not   neglected,  but  treated  with 
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the  kindest  attention— her  feelings  and 
her  pride  were  consulted,  and  the 
subject  of  Genevieve  and  Ferdinand 
never  even  alluded  to,  leaving  it  to 
her  own  generosity  to  elucidate  the 
mystery  that  enveloped  them  ;  yet 
when  she  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
join  their  family  party,  Madame  ge- 
nerally contrived  to  introduce  the 
subject  of  religion,  and  as  both  her- 
self and  the  Duca  were  well  qualified 
to  speak  upon  the  topic,  they  endea- 
voured, by  disputes  between  them- 
selves, to  refute  the  sophistry  which 
they  knew  held  great  influence  over 
the  mind  of  their  guest. 

Their  cares  were  not  without  the 
wished  for  success ;  Janetta,  who  at 
first  felt  indignant  at  a  conversation 
she  felt  directed  to  herself,  though 
delicately  disguised,  began  at  length 
to  listen,  and  the  sacred  accents  of 
truth  fell  with  irresistible  force  upon 
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her  heart,  and  had  its  due  eflfect  upon 
her  mind ;   yet  the  preparations  mak- 
ing for  the  marriage  of  Geraldine  re- 
minded her  so  strongly  of  an  event  of 
her  life,  she  could  not  even  now  look 
back  upon  with  tranquillity,  that  she 
was    obliged   to    quit   their     society, 
and  retire  to  the  apartment  assigned 
her,  where  she  would  pass  whole  days 
in  the  indulgence  of  her  grief  and  re- 
gret, and  the   perusal   of  the  sacred 
volumes  purposely  placed  there  for  her 
inspection,  and  to  which  she  had  been 
too    long  a   stranger,  and    Madame, 
well  aware  of  her  occupation,  never 
pressed    her  speedy   rejoining   them, 
as    her   mind    appeared    calmer    and 
serener,  though    her  bodily  strength 
evidently  decreased. 

It  was  during  one  of  her  absences, 
that  a  knock  at  the  door  of  the  cot- 
tao:e  was  answered  bv  Geraldine, 
Claude  being  from  home,  and  Dame 
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Agnes  and  Madame  with  Janetta.  A 
scream  of  surprise  drew  the  Duca 
hastily  to  her  assistance,  when  he 
beheld  her  folded  in  the  arms  of  a 
man,  whom  upon  raising  his  head 
he  instantly  recognized  to  be  Fer- 
dinand. With  the  sincerest  pleasure 
the  Duca  joined  in  the  welcome  of 
Geraldine,  nor  was  his  companion 
Henri  forgotten  ;  in  a  few  minutes 
Madame  descended  from  the  apart- 
ment of  Janetta,  and  beheld  her  un- 
expected guest;  her  joy  at  seeing  him 
was  enhanced  by  the  pleasure  she 
knew  it  would  give  him  to  learn 
the  developement  of  that  mystery  that 
had  so  long  rendered  him  unhappy 
was  at  hand.  His  dejected  looks  told 
her,  without  inquiry,  how  unsuccess- 
ful he  had  been  in  his  search,  nor 
indeed  could  he  well  be  otherwise, 
as  in  Gascony  there  was  no  one  from 
whom  he    could  obtain    information. 


and  the  chateau  of  the  forest  was  de- 
serted, as  the  associates  of  Ubaldo 
were  shortly  after  his  death  sought 
for,  and  defeated  by  a  -paiij  of  Re- 
publicans from  Auxerre,  who  wished 
to  engross  the  right  of  laying  con- 
tributions on  their  fellow-creatures 
themselves,  and  by  them  the  compara- 
tively innocent  robbers  were  put  to 
instant  death. 

Disappointed  in  all  his  expectations, 
Ferdinand  determined  upon  returning 
to  Spain,  and  if  Lady  Ellis  and  Ge- 
nevieve had  quitted  it  to  follow  them 
to  England  ;  and  since  forbidden  to 
hope  for  the  happiness  of  becoming 
the  husband  of  Genevieve,  endea- 
vour to  remain  contented  with  the 
character  of  her  friend,  yet  he 
could  not  resolve  upon  quitting  the 
continent  for  ever,  without  r^eeing  and 
bidding  farewell  to  Madame  Vannes 
and  Geraldine,  by  whom  he  had  been 
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treated  as  a  son  and  a  brother,  and 
greatly  to  the  joy  of  Henri  he  turned 
his  steps  toward  Switzerland,  where 
he  was  unexpectedly  to  obtain  what 
he  in  vain  had  sought  with  so  much 
trouble  and  fatigue. 

Perceiving  that  he  was  much  ex- 
hausted   with    his  journey,  Madame 
would  not  suffer  him  to  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  arrival  of  Janetta 
till  the  following  morning,  knowing 
that  joy  as  well  as  sorrow  will  break 
the  rest,  and   she  thought   repose  at 
present  the  best  medicine;  but  dame 
Agnes  had  been  more  communicative 
to  Henri,  informing  him  that  there 
was  a  young  woman  in  the  cottage 
whom  it  was  of  consequence  that  her 
master  should  see  ;  but  priding  herself 
upon  exciting  his  curiosity,  she  for- 
bore to  say  more,  and  as  fatigue  had 
blunted    even    that    passion    in    the 
breast  of  Henri,    greatly  to  the  old 
VOL.   m.  F 
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dame's  disappointment^  he  did  not 
urge  her  for  an  explanation,  but  at- 
tended his  master  to  his  chamber, 
without  even  thinking  of  what  he 
had  heard,  and  which  indeed  he 
thought  very  unimportant :  [but  the 
following  morning,  Madame,  to  the 
great  astonishment  of  Ferdinand,  in- 
formed him  of  the  incident  that  had 
brought  Janetta  beneath  the  shelter 
of  her  roof,  and  they  joined  in  re- 
turning thanks  to  Heaven  for  the 
providence  that  had  turned  her  steps 
towards  the  cottage ;  but  how  to 
break  to  her  the  arrival  of  Ferdi- 
nand they  knew  not ;  fearing  that 
the  disclosure,  in  her  present  weak 
state,  might  cause  an  agitation  that 
would  for  ever  incapacitate  her  from 
giving  the  information  they  so  much 
wished  to  obtain. 

Dame   Agnes,  by  Janetta's   desire, 
had    that    morning   assisted    her   to 
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quit  her  bed   earlier  than  usual^  her 
spirits  were  uncommonly  serene  and 
placid^  and  she  fancied  herself  stronger 
than  usual,    though  the   exertion  of 
dressing,  brought  on    a    fainting  fit, 
which,  as  soon  as  she  recovered  from, 
dame  Agnes  quitted  her  to  attend  her 
domestic    concerns.      Shortly    after, 
Madame  entered  the  apartment,  and 
found  her  wrapped  in  a  white  night- 
gown, seated  at  a  table,  perusing  with 
apparent  pleasure   the   sacred  truths 
that   she  had  been  taught  by  repub- 
lican philosophy  to  scorn.     Madame 
placed  herself  by  her  side  in  silence, 
and  gazed  at  her  with  pleasure  and 
admiration ;  she  had  never  before  seen 
her  look    so  lovely,    a    hue    of    the 
brightest  pink  tinged  her  cheek,  and 
gave  a  radiance  to  her  dark  eye  which 
banished  all  idea  of  indisposition,  had 
not  the    fragility   of    her   form   too 
strongly  reminded  the  beholder  that 
F  2 
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her  beauty  was  not  the  offspring  of 
health,  but  that  of  flattering  disease, 
where  approaching  death  assumes  the 
garb  of  loveliness. 

After   a   pause  of  a  few  minutes, 
she  addressed  Madame,  saying,  ^^you 
see  I  have  been  reading  your  favorite 
book  ;  I  never  before  perused  it  with 
such  pleasure  ;  how  fine  a  system   is 
that  of  Christianity — the  sceptic  eon- 
tends  that  as  there  are  many  religions, 
how  can  you   be  assured  of  choosing 
the  right  one;  but  the  difference  is  so 
perceivable,  that  I  have  no  difficulty 
in  making  my  choice  ;  blood  and  sen- 
suality stnin  alike  the  Mahometan  and 
Pagan  faith,     Christianity  is  so  pure 
a  system  of  morality,  a  God  alone 
could  have  instituted  it—  every  com- 
mand tends  to  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind, for  most  assuredly  to  be  virtuous 
is  to  be  happy  ;  and  another  criterion 
of  its  truth  is,  that  he  whose  name  it 
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bears  denied  neither  riches  or  power, 
from  its  promulgation;  the  principle 
aim  of  the  founders  of  all  other  re- 
ligions." 

"  I  am  rejoiced  (replied  Madame) 
to  find  you  in  so  happy  a  state  of 
mind;  your  natural  understanding 
posesses  such  a  superiority,  that  I 
have  often  v^ondered  any  thing  could 
induce  you  to  believe  in  atheism." 

"  1  never  believed  it  (she  replied) 
nor  do  I  seriously  believe  that  being 
ever  existed  that  did — delusive  so- 
phistry first  caused  me  to  doubt,  and 
plunged  me  in  guilt;  I  then  asserted 
as  truth,  what  1  wished  to  find  so,  as 
I  feared  the  punishments  of  a  right- 
eous judge  ;  but  whilst  my  tongue  de- 
nied him,  my  heart  trembled  and  ac- 
knowledged his  existence ;  and  the 
greatest  argument  against  atheism 
and  republicanism  is,  that  I  have  uni- 
versally found  its  advocates  men  de- 
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void   of  principle,  bad  husbands  and 
fathers,  and  unjust  neighbours  ;  sen- 
sual and  depraved,  who  sought  only 
their   own   gratifications,   and   disre- 
garded   every    tie    both    social    and 
moral ;  and  yet  these  men  set  up  for 
reformers    of    mankind — they    blas- 
pheme a  religion  that  condemns  theiy 
vices,  and  endeavour  to  overturn  the 
government  of  their  country  to  which 
they  are  a  disgrace — that  they  may 
substitute  anarchy  and  licentiousness 
in  the  place  of  order  and  morality." 

''  You  have  said  truly  (replied  Ma- 
dame) and  the  opportunities  you  have 
had  of  observin<y  such  characters  must 
make  you  a  true  judge  of  their  mo- 
tives and  actions,  and  let  me  add, 
that  no  event  of  my  life  has  ever 
given  me  greater  pleasure  than  the 
change  T  perceive  has  taken  place  in 
your  opinions;  yet  I  have  a  subject 
to  speak  upon  that  perhaps  may  rufR^ 
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the  calmness  and^tranquillityyou  have 
so  happily  attained ;  say,  are  your 
spirits  sufficiently  strong  to  bear  with- 
out disorder,  what  I  know  will  sur- 
prise^ if  not  agitate  you?" 

"  Janetta  gazed  upon  her  for  an 
instant,  and  a  hectic  flush  of  appre- 
hension crossed  her  cheek,  but  with 
apparent  calmness  she  replied,  "  my 
mind  has  been  of  late  so  occupied  in 
seeking  pardon  for  my  offences,  that 
I  begin  to  think  I  have  at  length 
obtained  it — for  my  remorse  and 
dread  is  now  changed  to  tranquillity, 
and  hopes  of  a  blessed  hereafter.  My, 
pride  is  extinct,  and  I  only  wish  for 
an  opportunity  of  showing  the  reality 
of  my  penitence,  by  making  every 
atonement  to  the  Lady  Genevieve 
and  the  Marquis  for  the  past,  or  en- 
abling you  to  do  it  in  ease  of  my 
death   before    I   am   able    to   render 
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them  that  justice  myself.  Is  tbe-^ 
surprise  you  speak  of  any  thing  re- 
lative to  that  subject  ?" 

^'^It  is,"  replied  Madame. 

*^Have  you  then  again  heard  from 
Ferdinand  ? 

"  Suppose  I  were  to  say  I  have  not 
merely  heard  from  him — " 

Janetta  started  from  her  seat — but 
a  fainting  came  over  her,  and  she 
again  sunk  into  it  incapable  of  speak- 
ing. 

Madame  assisted  her  to  some  vola- 
tiles,  and  in  a  few  minutes  she  reco- 
vered, and  clasping  her  hands,  ejacu- 
lated, "  Oh  my  God  !  this  is  indeed 
an  answer  to  my  prayers,  my  dreams 
last  night  were  prophetic  of  some 
blessed  event — I  feel  I  have  not  long 
to  live — and  the  last  action  of  my  life 
shall  at  least  be  a  just  one—but  at 
present  I  am  too  much  enfeebled  to 
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bear  the  interview,  grant  me  a  few 
hours  of  repose,  and  I  will  once  more 
behold  the  man  I  cannot  hate  although 
I  have  been  his  enemy.  How  shall 
I  find  courage  to  support  his  reproach- 
ful glance!" 

"  He  will  not  reproach  you  (replied 
Madame)  he  has  but  little  reason  to 
do  so,  he  was  the  first  aggressor,  and 
never  ceased  to  lament  the  unpardon- 
able levity  that  made  him  so." 

Janetta  would  have  replied,  but 
exhausted  by  the  length  of  their  con- 
versation, and  the  distressing  reflec- 
tions this  intelligence  revived,  she  felt 
herself  incapable  of  further  exer- 
tion, and  Madame  summoning  Dame 
Agnes,  they  placed  her  upon  the  bed, 
where  she  was  left  to  obtain  that  re- 
pose her  exhausted  frame  required; 
and  Madame  retired    to  the  parlour, 

wherewith  tears  of  joy  she  recounted 
f5 
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the  interview^  and  the  happy  change 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  senti- 
ments of  Janetta^  whose  end  she  could 
plainly  see  was  approaching ;  and  it 
gave  her  the  most  heartfelt  pleasure 
to  reflect  that  she  had  been  the  hum- 
ble means  of  awakening  in  a  heart  so 
long  lost  to  virtue^  the  principles  that 
would  ensure  her  immortal  happi- 
ness. 

The  Duca  and  Geraldine  partici- 
pated in  the  pleasure  she  expressed, 
but  Ferdinand's  joy  was  mixed  with 
remorse,  he  could  not  reflect  upon 
the  injuries  he  had  done  her  with- 
out the  most  bitter  self  accrimina- 
tion ;  nor  be  too  thankful  that  he 
had  been  saved  the  guilt  of  be- 
coming her  undoer ;  and  if  such 
pangs  were  his  at  the  bare  recollec- 
tion of  an  intended  ill,  what  must 
be   the    inward   remorse  of  the  reai 
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seducer,  (however  he  may  veil  his 
feelings  to  the  world)  when  he  he- 
holds  the  death  and  misery  of  the 
deluded  one,  whose  unbounded  con- 
fidence in  him  he  had  repaid  with 
injury,  ingratitude,  and  deceit. 
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CHAP.  Ill, 


I  do  not  ask  him  not  to  blame,         "j 
Too  gentle  he  to  wound  my  name ; 
And  what  have  I  to  do  with  fame  ? 
1  do  not  ask  him  not  to  mourn. 
Such  cold  request  might  seem  like  scorn. 

LORD    BYHON, 

It  was  evening  before  Janetta  was 
sufficiently  recovered  to  be  able  to 
ieave  her  bed,  v^^heii  she  requested  to 
see  Madame,  who  instantly  attended 
her — "  I  have  been  endeavouring  (she 
exclaimed,  as  Madame  entered  the 
room,)  to  bring  myself  to  behold  th» 
Marquis d'Uxelles  without  emotion;, 
yet  I  feel  still  so  agitated,  that  I  fear 
I  shall  but  ill  support  the  interview." 

Madame,  perceiving  that  she  breath- 
ed short,  and  with  difficulty,  replied, 
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<*  if  you  think  you  shall  be  better  to- 
morrow, defer  it  till  then." 

Janetta  shook  her  head,  then  after 
a  minute's  pause,  said,    "  I    shall,    I 
hope,    be   better  to-morrow ;    yet  it 
may  then  be  too  late  for  the  business 
I  wish  now  to  conclude — this  is  the 
last  mortal  weakness  I  shall  feel,  and 
must  bo    endured  ;  and.    I    will    take 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for 
all  your  goodness  to  me  ;  and  when 
you  are  on  your  own  death-bed,   you 
will  know  the  value  of  the  favours 
you  have  conferred  on  a  wretch   like 
me — how  consoling  will   it  be  to  you 
to  reflect  that  you  robbed  mine  of  the 
horrors  I  might  otherwise  have  expe- 
rienced, and  led  a  penitent  into  the 
paths  of  peace."     She    then    pressed 
the  hands  of   Madame  to  her  heart, 
and  respectfully  putting  them  to  her 
lips,  added,  "  may  I  be  indulged  with 
beholding   once   more  your   virtuous 
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daughter  and  the  worthy  Duca ;  for 
when  I  have  seen  Ferdinand  I  shall 
have  no  farther  business  with  life." 

Madame  withdrew,  and  sent  Ge- 
raldine  and  the  Duca  to  her  chamber  ; 
she  received  them  placidly,  thanked 
them  for  all  their  kindnesses,  and 
joining  their  hands,  prayed  for  their 
happiness ;  then  bidding  them  fare- 
well, said,  she  was  now  prepared  to 
receive  the  Marquis. 

They  retired,  and  Madame  accom- 
panied Ferdinand  to  the  door  of  her 
apartment,  but  remained  with  Oeral- 
dine  and  the  Duca  in  the  anti-chamber. 
Ferdinand,  with  a  trembling  step  en- 
tered the  room  ;  Janetta  lay  supported 
by  pillows  on  her  couch ;  a  small 
lamp  shed  its  rays  upon  her  face, 
which  was  pallid,  and  almost  con- 
vulsed with  emotion — yet  her  dark 
eye  flashed  with  pleasure  as  she  be- 
held him,  and  the  ghastly  hue  of  her 
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countenance  was  cliaced  away  by  the 
burning  blush  of  shame.  Not  ^xpect- 
lug  to  behold  her  so  changed,  Ferdi- 
nand was  shocked  beyond  the  power 
of  concealment,  and  recoiling  he 
leant  against  the  wall  for  support. 
Janetta  gazed  upon  him  for  one  in- 
stant in  silence,  then  extending  one 
hand  towards  him,  she  covered  her 
face  with  the  other  as  she  pronounced 
his  name  ;  the  sound  acted  as  an  elec- 
tric shock  upon  the  frame  of  Ferdi- 
nand, and  rushing  towards  her  he  fell 
upon  his  knees  by  the  couch,  and 
bathed  the  offered  hand  with  his  tears ; 
his  emotions  affected  her  so  much,  that 
a  convulsive  tremor  shook  her  frame, 
but  in  an  instant  it  ceased,  and  she 
almost  inarticulately  exclaimed,  "  can 
you — oh,  can  you  forgive  me!'' 

"  I  do  (he  replied  with  animation) 
as  fervently  as  I  intreat  forgiveness 
from  you." 


112    THE    republican's    MISTRESS. 

"  You  need  none,  (she  added)  my 
own  passions  led  me  astray  ;  your  de- 
ceit should  have  taught  me  caution — 
but  raise  me,  raise  me  in  your  arms/* 
she  continued,  '^  or  approaching  death 
will  rob  me  of  the  power  of  speaking 
further." 

He  did  as  she  desired  him,  and  her 
head  reclined  upon  his  shoulder  \vhilst 
her  frame  trembled  with  inward  con- 
vulsions— "  shall  I  call  for  assist- 
ance?" he  enquired  ;  but  she  laid  her 
hand  upon  his  arm  hastily,  and  rapidly 
replied,  "  No,  no !  I  would  have  no 
one  but  yourself  a  witness  of  my  dy- 
ing hour ;  nor  do  I  blush  now  to 
acknowledge  I  shall  die  where  alone 
I  wished  to  live;"  then,  after  a  mi- 
nute's pause  she  took  from  her  bosom 
a  small  paper  parcel,  which  she  put 
into  his  hand  saying,  "  give  me  your 
promise  that  you  will  sit  by  my  sido 
this    night)    and   peruse    that    paper 
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without  any  other  companions  than 
myself. 

"  I  solemnly  pledge  myself  so  to 
do,"  he  replied. 

'^  You  know  not  the  extent  of  your 
promise,'^  she  answered,  "  but  a  few 
hours,  nay  perhaps  a  few  minutes,  will 
explain  my  meaning,  nor  will  even 
Genevieve  herself  envy  me  this  last 
gratification."  She  spoke  with  diffi- 
culty, and  Ferdinand,  too  agitated  to 
auswer,  a  pause  of  some  length  ensued, 
when  she  continued — ^'  you  will  there 
see  how  tenacious  is  the  heart  of  a 
woman  of  a  passion  once  imbibed ; 
absence  nor  injuries — nor  death  itself 
can  ever  erase  it ;  for  I  feel  that  even 
when  separated  from  this  frail  body 
my  spirit  will  hover  near  you,  anxious 
for  your  happiness — secure  it  then ! 
seek  Genevieve,  and  make  her  your 
•--wife!" 

Her  voice  sunk  as  she  spoke  the  last 
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word  with   a  struggle,   and  she  be- 
came  so  dreadfully  convulsed,    that 
Ferdinand  called  aloud  for  assistance, 
and  Madame,  with  Geraldine  and  the 
Duca,  hastily  entered  the  apartment ; 
in    a   few     minutes    the   convulsions 
abated,  and  Madame  would  then  have 
removed  her  from  the  supporting  arms 
of  Ferdinand,  but  Janetta,  though  un- 
able to  speak,  by  a  motion  of  her  hand 
opposed   it,    and    Ferdinand   begged 
that  she  might  not  be  disturbed.     A 
emile  played  upon  the  features  of  Ja- 
netta as  he  spoke,  and  she  turned  her 
eyes  for  the  last  time  upon  the  counte- 
nances   of  those   around    her — then 
fixed  them  upon  the  agitated  face  of 
Ferdinand,  nor  did   she  again  with- 
draw  them,   but   continued   to  gaze 
upon  him  till  they  became  dim  with 
the  shades  of  approaching  death;  and 
when  she  could  no  longer  discern  his 
features,  she  closed  them  to  avoid  be-^ 
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holding  any  other  object  —and  plac- 
ing one  of  his  hands  which  she  grasped 
between  her  own  upon  her  fluttering 
heart,  she  held  it  there  till  the  pain- 
ful throbbings  ceased  for  ever,  and 
with  a  heavy  sigh  her  head  fell  lifeless 
on  his  bosom. 

Ferdinand  supported  the  corpse  for 
several  minutes  before  he  was  con- 
vinced that  all  was  indeed  over,  till 
the  sobs  of  Geraldine,  who  was  forced 
from  the  apartment  by  the  Duca,  a- 
roused  him  to  a  conviction  of  the  truth; 
then  placing  her  lifeless  body  upon  the 
couch,  she  knelt  by  its  side  and  shed 
an  agonizing  tribute  of  tears  to  her 
memory,  whilst  Madame  kneeling  by 
him  uttered  aloud  a  prayer  for  the 
repose  of  the  deceased.  When  her 
devotions  were  ended,  Madame  be- 
sought him  to  retire,  that,  assisted  by 
Dame  Agnes  she  might  render  the 
necessary  services  to  the  departed. 
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Ferdinand  obeyed  and  retired  too 
the  parlour,  where  he  indulged  his 
regret  without  restraint,  as  the  Duca 
and  Geraldine  affected  by  the  scene 
they  had  witnessed,  were  retired  to 
their  separate  apartments.  It  was 
late  before  they  again  sav»^  Madame, 
whom  he  informed  of  his  promise, 
and  his  determination  of  watching  by 
the  side  of  the  coipse  during  the  night. 
She  offered  to  be  his  companion,  but 
this  he  declined,  as  he  had  promised 
to  remain  with  her  alone,  though  he 
then  knew  not  the  meaning  of  her 
request,  but  he  felt  himself  impressed 
with  an  awe  which  determined  him  to 
keep  his  word.  Madame  again  at- 
tended to  the  door  of  the  chamber, 
vvhere  she  wished  him  good  night, 
md  he  entered  the  apartment  alone. 

A  table,  upon  which  stood  a  cruci- 
ix,  with  six  wax  tapers  burning  round 
!:,  stood  at  the  bottom  of  the  bed,  or 
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which  lay  the  corpse,  covered  with  a 
fine  cambrick  sheet,  trimmed  with 
lace ;  the  curtains  were  festooned  up 
with  ribbons ;  and  pictures  of  innu- 
merable saints,  were  pinned  as  deco- 
rations about  the  head  and  hangings 
of  the  bed.  Ferdinand  gazed  around 
him  for  in  instant,  the  solemn  silence 
that  reigned  around,  chilled  him  ;  and 
taking  one  of  the  tapers  in  his  hand^ 
he  approached  the  bed,  and  removed 
the  covering  from  the  face  of  the  de-- 
ceased  ;  the  body  was  drest  for  in- 
terment, according  to  the  custom  of 
the  country,  and  they  had  habited  it 
ia  the  dress  she  wore  when  first  she 
came  to  the  cottage — it  was  that  of  a 
Gascon  peasant,  exactly  similar  to  the 
one  he  had  first  beheld  her  in,  and  he 
started  back  at  the  sight — "  and  is 
this  cold  insensible  form  (he  exclaim- 
ed) all  that  remains  of  a  being  so  im- 
passioned, so  dignified,  whom  but  a 
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few  hours  since  I  beheld  warm  with 
life,  and  agitated  with  emotions  that 
are  now  extinct  for  ever  ? "  and  he 
continued  gazing  upon  her  till  he  al- 
most imagined  her  features  were  again 
animated  with  life.  Her  fine  black 
hair  was  braided  and  disposed  in  a 
becoming  manner  round  her  face, 
which  still  wore  the  smile  it  had  as- 
sumed a  few  minutes  previous  to  her 
death  ;  and  almost  doubting  the  re- 
ality of  her  decease,  Ferdinand  placed 
his  hand  upon  her  forehead ;  but  its 
clay  cold  touch,  struck  him  with  hor- 
ror, and  hastily  retiring  from  the  bed, 
he  took  the  paper  from  his  bosom, 
and  seating  himself  by  the  table  broke 
the  seal ;  it  was  addressed  to  the  Mar- 
quis D'Uxelles,  or  the  Lady  Gene- 
vieve de  Castro,  and  entitled  the 

*^  Confessions  of  Janeita,'' 

Hastily  the  Marquis    perused   the 
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address,  then  read  as  follows.  "  Should 
I  live  to  deliver  this  confession  of  my 
errors  to  either  of  the  injured  beings 
for  whom  it  is  designed^  I  shall  receive 
such  an  unhoped  for  event,  as  an  earnest 
that  the  sincere  repentance  of  my  past 
crimes,  has  found  acceptance  in  the 
sight  of  that  righteous  judge,  by 
whom  the  just  man  is  made  perfect. 
For  this  record  of  my  shame  is  an  act 
of  justice  merely,  and  a  relief  to  my 
overburdened  heart.  I  need  not  re- 
cur to  the  childish  incident  which  first 
irritated  Iny  proud  heart  against  Ge- 
nevieve de  Castro,  and  the  hatred 
which  the  mortifications  I  endured  in 
consequence  of  it,  inspired  me  with. 
It  is  well  known  to  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  this  narrative ;  but  that 
hatred  was  changed  to  fury  and  detes- 
tation, w^hen  I  found  she  was  the  real 
possessor  of  the  heart  of  Ferdinand — 
a  heart,  his  flattering  had  made  me 
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believe,  was  all  my  own,  and  in  return 
I  had  given  him  mine,  beyond  the 
power  of  recall.  Convinced  of  his 
falsehood,  I  swore  a  solemn  oath  of 
revenge,  and  flying  from  the  Chateau, 
I  encountered  my  brother  in  the 
forest  that  surrounded  it,  whom  pride 
and  affection  for  me,  induced  to  assist 
in  my  plans  of  vengeance/' 

"  Genevieve  v^^as  in  consequence 
torn  from  the  arms  of  her  grand-mo- 
ther, and  imprisoned  by  my  orders, 
where  Jacques  was  captivated  by 
her  beauty.  My  rage  knew  no 
bounds  at  the  discovery,  but  reflec- 
tion bade  me  rejoice  in  the  means  of 
humbling  my  rival,  and  effectually 
preventing  her  marriage  with  Ferdi- 
nanjd,  whom  I  regarded  with  the  ex- 
tremes of  love  and  hate.  I  counselled 
my  brother  to  compel  her  to  become 
his  wife ;  passion  obscured  his  natural 
generosity,  and  he  eagerly  listened  to 
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a  plan  of  obtaining  possession  of  a 
woman  he  adored ;  and  leaving  to  me 
the  task  of  preparing  the  intended 
bride^  he  went  in  quest  of  a  priest  to 
make  his  captive  irrevocably  his. 

^'  But  now  the  time  arrived  which 
caused  me  to  lament,  with  the  bitterest 
regret,  my  intended  revenge,  though 
I  obstinately  persevered  in  my  plan ; 
a  storm  arose  upon  the  night  of  my 
brother's  absence,  by  the  violence  of 
which  a  chasm  was  made  in  the  nar- 
row path  that  led  from  the  summit  of 
the  precipice,  to  the  caverns  beneath. 
Elate  with  love  and  expected  happi- 
ness, he  returned,  accompanied  by  a 
priest ;  the  person  set  to  watch  for 
his  return,  and  warn  him  of  the  dan- 
ger of  pursuing  the  usual  road,  had 
but  for  a  moment  left  his  post,  when 
my  ill-fated  brother  arrived  at  the 
fatal  spot,  and  was  precipitated  head- 
long to  the   place  beneath,  and  the 

VOL.  lU.  G 
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priest  recoiled  but  just  in  time  to  save 
his  life.  The  groans  of  the  dying 
Jaques  were  answered  by  my  shrieks 
he  was  borne  into  the  caverns,  and 
his  hurts  examined,  but  he  was  too 
dreadfully  bruised  and  lacerated  to 
give  the  least  hopes  of  his  surviving, 
even  for  an  hour ;  my  grief  and  dis- 
distraetion  appeared  to  cause  him 
more  agony  than  even  his  fall ;  and  his 
band,  standing  round  his  couch  in  atti- 
tudes of  the  sincerest  commiseration 
and  horror,  he  bade  them  look  upon 
me,  as  I  knelt  v/eeping  by  his  side,  as 
his  heir;  and,  as  long  as  I  chose  to 
remain  in  the  caverns,  to  obey  my 
mandate  as  his  own  ;  laying  his  dying 
curse  upon  any  one  that  should  violate 
the  respect  due  to  an  unprotected 
female,  or  refuse  implicit  obedience  to 
my  commands,  as  long  as  I  should 
require  their  services.  He  was  adored 
by  every  member  of  his  band ;  and,  un- 
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sheathing  their  daggers,  they  laid  them 
at  my  feet,  whilst  they  swore  obedi- 
ence to  his  wishes,  and  fealty  to  me. 
Jaques  grasped  each  one  separately 
by  the  hand,  as  he  thanked  them  for 
their  compliance,  then  strained  me  to 
his  heart,  and  in  the  embrace  ex- 
pired. 

"  My  sensations  at  that  dreadful 
moment  I  have  but  a  faint  idea  of; 
they  were  too  terrible  to  be  delineat- 
ed ;  but  my  revenge  I  determined  not 
to  be  deprived  of.  The  band  had  sworn 
to  obey  my  injunctions ;  the  priest 
was  in  my  power;  and,  stifling  my  sor- 
row, I  ordered  the  body  to  be  removed 
from  the  cavern,  the  altar  already 
prepared  for  the  marriage  to  remain, 
and  the  lights,  with  which  the  place 
had  been  illuminated^  to  be  partially 
extinguished  ;  I  then  hastily  retired, 
and  equipped  myself  in  a  suite  of  my 
brother's  clothes ;  we  bore  so  strong  a 
g2 
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resemblance  to  each  other,  both  in 
height  and  features,  that,  upon  my  re- 
appearance among  them,  they  started, 
as  if  they  had  beheld  him  risen  from 
the  dead.  In  a  few  words  I  explained 
to  them  as  much  of  my  plan  as  I 
chose  to  communicate  to  them,  and 
without  the  slightest  demur  they  aided 
my  purpose.  Genevieve  was  brought 
from  her  prison,  and,  in  spite  of  her 
struggles  and  reluctance,  the  marriage 
ceremony  was  read,  and  she  became, 
as  she  thought,  the  wife  of  Jaques, 
whilst  the  bridegroom  was  Janetta ; 
her  agitation  and  the  surrounding 
gloom  aiding  the  deception." 

Ferdinand  at  this  passage  started 
from  his  chair,  exclaiming  "  gracious 
heaven!  is  it  possible!  yet  I  cannot 
doubt— circumstanced  as  she  v^as,  the 
imposition  was  easy,  and  the  dead 
must  be  believed."  He  paced  the  room 
several  times  before  he  coula  still  the 
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throbbing  of  his  heart,  at  finding  Ge- 
nevieve was  indeed  free  to  become 
his  wife^  and  that  the  misery  they  had 
endured  through  being  separated  was 
the  oifspring  of  deceit.  He  gazed 
upon  the  features  of  Janetta^  now 
cold  and  lifeless,  with  a  mixed  sensa- 
tion of  horror  and  regret,  indefinable 
even  to  himself;  and,  drawing  the 
sheet  over  her  face,  he  sat  down  to 
recover  his  tranquillity,  and  abate  the 
exuberance  of  his  raptures,  which  he 
thought  an  insult  to  the  penitent  dead, 
whose  superior  talents  he  lamented 
had  been  so  greatly  misapplied.  As 
soon  as  he  was  able,  he  again  took  up 
the  paper  and  continued. — "When  the 
ceremony  was  concluded,  I  remand- 
ed Genevieve  to  her  cell,  and  passed 
the  remainder  of  the  night  in  the  in- 
dulgence of  my  grief  for  my  brother, 
and  in  ruminating  upon  the  course  I 
must  pursue  with  my  captive,  to  pre- 
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vent  her  discovering  the  imposition. 
Morning  relieved  me  of  part  of  my 
uneasiness,  as  it  was  discovered  the 
supposed  bride  had  escaped.  I  did 
not  make  any  very  strict  enquiry  into 
the  cause,  as  I  was  rather  pleased  at 
the  event,  for  I  was  thus  released  from 
any  trouble  in  continuing  the  decep- 
tion, as  I  knew  her  principles  too  well 
to  imagine,  that  whilst  supposing  her- 
self the  wife  of  Jaques^  she  would 
give  any  encouragement  to  the  man 
I  still  loved  and  regretted. 

'^  My  brother's  funeral  now  took 
up  the  whole  of  my  attention  ;  he  was 
conveyed  to  a  cave  at  some  distance 
from  the  one  the  band  resided  in,  and 
being  placed  in  it,  they  blocked  up 
the  entrance  with  stones.  I  still  wore 
the  habit  of  my  brother;  and,  rendered 
by  grief  insensible  to  the  evils  I  might 
encounter,  I  wandered  nightly  through 
the  forest^  whilst  the  band,  who  now 
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owned  me  as  their  chief,  were  fol- 
lowing their  usual  occupations.  The 
night  after  the  interment  of  my  bro- 
ther I  had  wandered  to  the  mouth  of 
the  cave,  that  was  now  become  his 
monument,  and  throwing  myself  down 
upon  the  edge  of  a  small  declivity  that 
was  skirted  by  the  thicket  that  led  to 
it,  I  lay  for  some  time  lamenting  the 
loss  of  Jaques,  and  the  perfidy  of  Fer- 
dinand. The  grey  dawn  arose  and  sur- 
prized me  in  this  situation,  and  I  was 
just  rising  from  the  ground  to  return  to 
the  cavern,  when  I  beheld  Ferdinand, 
accompanied  by  his  servant,  but  a  few 
paces  from  me ;  I  had  but  just  time  to 
crouch  beneath  the  underwood  before 
he  approached  the  cave;  and,  disap- 
pointed at  finding  it  barricadoed  against 
him,  he  began  with  the  aid  of  his  ser- 
vant to  remove  the  obstacles  to  his  en- 
trance. Aware  that  if  he  persisted, 
my  secret  would  be  discovered,  I  ex- 
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claimed  in  an  assumed  voice,  "  beware 
rash  man — disturb  not  the  repose  of 
the  dead" — then  sliding  down  the 
declivity  by  my  side,  I  was  concealed 
beneath  some  distant  underwood,  be- 
fore Ferdinand  had  recovered  from 
his  surprize,  and  extricated  himself 
from  the  thicket,  where  I  lay  secure- 
ly concealed  during  the  search  he 
jaaade  for  the  person  that  spoke. 

'^  Baffled  in  his  aim,  he  quitted  the 
spot,  and  with  his  servant  took  the 
road  to  the  Chateau  de  Humeires ; 
and  with  an  agonizing  heart  I  follow- 
ed, and  watched  his  receding  form. 
Informed  by  my  scouts,  that  Gene- 
vieve was  there  likewise,  I  determin- 
ed to  pursue  the  advantages  I  had 
gained,  and  separate  them,  lest  Gene- 
vieve should  forget  her  extorted  vow, 
and  yield  to  the  force  of  affection ; 
for  though  I  was  conscious  he  never 
could  be  mine,  the  thought  of  her  be- 
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•coming  his  wife,  threw  me  into  ago- 
nies, that  almost  shook  my^  frame  to 
dissolution. 

'^  The  windows  of  Genevieve's 
apartments  opened  upon  a  terrace,  to 
which  there  was  an  easy  access  from 
the  forest ;  aware  of  this  circumstance, 
I  wrote  a  note,  as  from  her  husband, 
commanding  Ferdinand's  absence,  and 
going  to  the  chateau  at  midnight 
with  two  of  my  band,  we  gained  the 
terrace,  and  I  myself  passed  through 
an  unfastened  window,and  laid  the  bil- 
let on  her  pillow  ;  its  commands  were 
promptly  obeyed,  and  I  congratulated 
myself  upon  the  power  I  had  gained 
over  this  proud  heiress,  and  delighted 
in  the  thoughts  of  my  protracted 
vengeance. 

'^  The   revolution  in    France   now 
acquired  strength,  and  formed  the  ge- 
neral subject  of  conversation  with  the 
band,  who  I  perceived,  wished  much 
g6 
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to  quit  their  retreat,  and  join  those  ad- 
venturers, who  were  seeking  a  shorter 
road  to  riches,  by  blood  and  rapine, 
couched  in  the  garb  of  patriotism  and 
justice  ;  they  were  likewise,  I  could 
perceive,  dissatisfied  with  a  leader  of 
the  female  sex,  who  could  not  other- 
wise aid  their  enterprizes,  than  by 
her  counsels,  though  regard  for  their 
oath,  and  their  deceased  captain,  for- 
bade them  to  complain.  I  likewise 
wished,  to  move  in  a  higher  sphere 
than  that  to  which  I  had  been  accus- 
tomed ;  pride  forbade  my  following 
the  man  I  loved,  and  by  whom  I  was 
slighted ;  I  therefore  determined  to 
try  the  force  of  those  charms  he  had 
taught  me  to  set  a  high  value  upon  in 
another  country  where  the  lowness  of 
my  origin  would  be  unknown ;  but 
determined  not  to  lose  sight  of  my 
victim.  I  sent  her  a  permission  in  her 
husband's  name,  to  travel  to  Italy,  by 
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the  hand  of  Roberto,  one  of  the  wor- 
thiest men  belonging  to  the  band  ;  he 
executed  my  commission  faithfully, 
and  I  found  Genevieve  had  departed 
for  Italy  as  I  wished.  I  then  called 
the  band  together,  and  informed 
them,  that  I  absolved  them  all  from 
their  oath  of  fidelity  towards  me, 
three  only  excepted  ;  that  it  was  my 
intention,  in  company  with  these,  to 
travel,  and  quit  the  caverns  for  ever  ; 
my  information  met  with  universal 
applause.  The  plunder  stored  in  the 
caverns  was  fairly  divided.  I,  as  the 
heir  of  my  brother,  received  a  double 
share,  and  I  found  myself  in  possession 
of  an  easy  fortune. 

Myself  and  my  companions  follow- 
ed the  route  the  Lady  Genevieve  and 
her  grandmother  had  taken,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  band,  pursuing  their 
inclinations,  bent  their  steps  towards 
Paris,  where  all,  except  one,  perished 
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by  the  commotions  they  had  assisted 
to  create  ;  and  that  one  died  by  acci- 
dent in  the  forest  of  Orleans. 

"  Following  the  steps  of  Genevieve, 
I  was  her  evil  genius,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  make  her  introduce  me  to  so- 
ciety, by  playing  upon  her  fears,  but 
in  vain.  She  escaped  from  my  power, 
and  I  myself  fell  a  victim  to  the  in- 
strument I  had  employed  to  compass 
her  destruction.  The  farther  events 
of  my  life  I  need  not  particularize ; 
but,  however  led  on  by  ambition  and 
a  love  of  notoriety,  Ferdinand  alone 
ever  touched  my  heart ;  and,  in  the 
midst  of  the  various  scenes  I  was  en- 
gaged in,  either  of  cruelty  or  triumph, 
his  image  swam  before  my  sight  in 
such  delusive  colours  as  we  deck  the 
creatures  of  fancy  in.  Others  possessed 
my  smiles,  but  he  only  my  heart ;  and 
I  would  willingly  have  forfeited  my 
existence  to  induce  him  but  to  think 
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of  me  with  tenderness;  yet  the  greater 
my  love  for  him,  the  fiercer  burnt  my 
hatred  towards  my  rival,  and  I  believe 
I  could  have  beheld  her  tortured 
without  a  feeling  of  pity  or  remorse. 
Nor  did  the  sufferings,  she  and  her 
aged  relative  endured,  through  the 
medium  of  my  paramour,  move  me  in 
the  least,  till  I  beheld  her  condemned 
to  the  guillotine,  in  the  hall  of  the 
Convention ;  then  the  accusing  glance 
of  her  eye  fell  like  a  dart  of  fire  upon 
my  heart. 

"  At  that  instant,  remorse  for  my 
cruelty  and  licentiousness,  entered  my 
soul,  and  has  daily  gathered  strength ; 
the  death  of  my  parents,  hurried  to 
their  graves  by  grief  for  my  infamy, 
has  added  to  my  crimes ;  and  where 
shall  a  wretch  like  me  seek  for  par- 
don ?  My  parents  are  beyond  recall ; 
my  penitence  will  not  restore  them 
to  life  ;  but  I  may  yet  atone  to  th© 
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woman  I  have  hated,  and  the  man  I 
have  both  loved  and  injured.  To  effect 
this,  the  only  purpose  of  my  life,  I 
shall  think  no  pain  too  great,  no  peril 
too  much  to  encounter.  I  have  but 
one  clue  to  guide  me  in  my  search, 
that  will  I  follow ;  for  contempt  and 
contumely  here  meet  me  at  every 
turn,  and  mingle  with  every  avoca- 
tion of  my  life,  and  my  pride  is  not 
yet  sufficiently  subdued  for  me  to 
meet  scorn  with  indifference," 

Here  the  manuscript  closed,  but  at 
the  bottom  was  added — 

"  How  mysterious  are  the  ways  of 
Providence,  how  merciful  is  that  Be- 
ing, whose  existence  it  is  not  the 
least  of  my  crimes  that  I  have  denied! 
Exposed  to  almost  inevitable  death,  it 
has  opened  to  the  way  of  life — he  is 
safe  and  I  am  happy.  I  could  have 
wished  once  more  to  behold  him,  but 
it  w^ill  not  be,  my  strength  daily  fails 


THE  republican's  MISTRESS.       135 

me,  and  T  dare  not  again  renew  my 
search  :  but  I  am  with  his  friends,  and 
they  will,  when  I  am  no  more,  trans- 
mit to  him  my  confession  ;  and  he  will 
then  learn  that  his  memory  is  twined 
with  my  very  existence.  Yet  I  have 
taught  my  heart  to  wish  him  happy 
with  the  woman  I  no  longer  hate  ;  and 
should  he,  when  he  peruses  this,  shed 
but  one  tear  for  my  fate,  it  will,  I 
trust,  be  an  earnest  of  future  pardon 
for  my  crimes,  and  the  seal  of  my 
eternal  happiness ;  and  would  cheer, 
even  in  a  state  of  bliss,  the  departed 
spirit  of  the  penitent  Janetta." 

Ferdinand,  a«  soon  as  he  had  closed 
the  manuscript,  rose  from  his  seat,  and, 
standing  by  the  bedside  of  the  de- 
ceased, took  one  of  her  clay-cold  hands 
in  his,  whilst  he  repeated  his  pardon, 
and  wishes  for  her  future  felicity,  with 
feelings  that,  if  the  inhabitants  of 
another  world  still  retain  a  remem- 
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brance  of  what  is  dear  to  them  in  this, 
must  have  gratified  the  utmost  wishes 
of  her  departed  shade. 

At  day -break  Madame  Vannes  en- 
tered the  chamber,  and  found  Ferdi- 
nand so  much  exhausted  by  the  vari- 
ous feelings  he  had  undergone,  and 
the  fatigue  of  watching,  that  she  in- 
sisted upon  his  immediately  retiring 
to  his  chamber,  which  order  he  obey- 
ed without  reluctance;  and  it  was 
late  in  the  day  before  he  met  the  fa- 
mily in  the  sitting  apartment,  to  whom 
he  then  communicated  the  contents 
of  the  munuscript,  and  they  joined 
him  in  unfeignedly  lamenting  the 
early  fate  of  this  victim  of  indulged 
passions. 

It  was  determined  that  she  should 
be  privately  interred,  without  even 
her  name  being  known  ;  as  they  fear- 
ed the  popular  prejudice  of  the  vir- 
tuous Swiss  against  the  adherents  of 
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Robespierre — among  whom  Janetta 
d'Aubois^  (the  admired  Goddess  of 
Reason  as  she  was  termed,)  was  the 
most  conspicuous.  Her  coffin,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  resolution^  was  plain, 
with  only  the  initials  of  her  name 
J.  D.  and  her  age  21,  and  when  placed 
in  it^  she  looked,  if  possible,  more  beau- 
tiful than  when  living  ;  for  a  sweetness 
and  serenity  had  taken  possession  of 
her  features,  which,  when  animated 
by  the  glow  of  youth  and  health,  were 
characterized  with  a  haughtiness,  that 
in  the  eyes  of  many,  robbed  them  of 
much  of  their  loveliness. 

Geraldine  received  many  a  pious 
lecture  from  her  mother,  upon  the 
moral  to  be  deduced  from  the  awful 
lesson  before  her ;  but,  when  the  last 
receptacle  of  mortality  shut  her  for 
ever  from  their  view,  she  added  '^  but 
now  be  all  her  crimes  forgotten,  and 
her  memory  only  be  recalled  to  us  by 


138  THE  republican's  mistress. 

pity.  The  day  of  her  interment  was 
cold  and  stormy,  it  was  such  a  one  as 
that  which  had  brought  her  to  the 
cottage ;  yet  the  whole  family  followed 
her  to  her  humble  grave,  and  when 
Ferdinand  saw  her  laid  in  its  narrow 
confines,  and  the  driving  sleet  hide 
even  her  coffin  from  his  view,  before 
her  mother  earth  could  render  that  last 
office  to  her  child — he  shrunk  into 
himself,  and  thinking  of  the  hour  he 
first  saw  her,  lovely  and  blooming  in 
her  father's  cottage,  he  distractedly 
quitted  the  spot,  and  hurrying  home, 
shut  himself  in  his  own  apartment  till 
the  following  morning,  and  indulged 
w^ithout  restraint  the  sorrow  and  re- 
gret that  tormented  him  for  the  share 
he  had  in  her  ruin — emotions  that 
never  quitted  him  entirely ;  for  often 
in  the  happiest  hours  of  his  future  life, 
imagination  has  brought  the  last  rest- 
ing-place of  Janetta  to  his  view,  and 


he  has    heaved  a  sigh   to    her    me- 
inory. 

Upon  a  perusal  of  the  manuscript 
that  contained  a  confession  of  her  er- 
rors, Madame  Vannes  congratulated 
Ferdinand  upon  his  opening  prospects 
of  happiness  with  Genevieve ;  but  he 
was  prevailed  upon  to  defer  his  in- 
tended return  to  Spain,  till  after  the 
marriage  of  the  Duca  with  Geraldine, 
which,  in  a  few  weeks,  took  place 
with  a  simplicity  more  suitable  to  the 
situation  of  the  bride,  than  the  rank 
and  fortune  of  the  bridegroom  ;  but 
what  was  wanting  in  show,  was  am- 
ply made  up  by  benevolence ;  for 
numbers  of  the  neighbouring  peasan- 
try were  made  happy  by  the  bounty 
of  the  Duca,  who  took  a  delight  in 
testifying  the  happiness  he  felt  in  the 
possession  of  his  young  wife,  in  a 
manner  so  agreeable  to  his  own  wishes, 
and  the  well-known  practice  of  the 
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charitable  Madame  Vannes — who  be- 
stowed upon  him  her  only  treasure 
with  tears  of  mingled  joy  and  regret. 
The  Duke's  departure  for  Spain 
could  now  no  longer  be  deferred  ;  and 
it  was  settled  that  Ferdinand  and 
JHenri  should  travel  with  him  and  the 
Duchess,  till  the  different  routes  they 
would  take  in  Spain,  should  force 
them  to  separate.  The  evening  be- 
fore the  day  fixed  for  their  departure, 
Geraldine  requested  Ferdinand  to 
walk  with  her  for  the  last  time  round 
the  environs  of  the  cottage  ;  he  com- 
plied^ and  she  contrived  to  lead  him  to 
the  grave  of  Janetta ;  he  started, 
as  he  beheld  the  turf  that  covered 
her  remains,  surmounted  by  a  small 
white  marble  urn  upon  a  pedestal. 
Geraldine  spoke  not,  but  drawing 
him  close  to  the  grave,  he  perceived 
inscribed  upon  the  pedestal — '^  Sacred 
to  the  memory  of  one   who  loved — 
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who  erred — and  who  repented. — May 
her  penitence  be  accepted  by  that 
pure  Being  in  whose  sight  none  living 
can  be  justified."  Beneath  were  her 
initials  and  age,  followed  by  ''  There 
is  joy  in  heaven  over  the  sinner  that 
repenteth  ;"  and  round  the  urn  was 
carved  a  foliage  of  vine-leaves,  in  re- 
ference to  her  early  occupation. 

Ferdinand  gazed  upon  it  for  a  mo- 
ment, then  snatching  the  hand  of  the 
Duchess,  he  pressed  it  to  his  lips,  as 
he  exclaimed — "  Oh,  my  dear  Geral- 
dine,  I  am  a  beggar  in  ail  but  thanks; 
but  I  can  appreciate  the  motive  of 
this  kind  attention  to  this  poor  un- 
known; and  my  heartthrobs  painfully, 
yet  gratefully,  at  the  conviction  that 
you  would  relieve  me  from  every  cause 
of  regret  within  your  power."  ''  Your 
gratitude  and  thanks  are  misplaced," 
she  replied,  '*  it  is  the  work  of  the 
Duca,  who  will  repent  of  it,  if  you 
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appear  to  think  it  an  obligation;  as 
it  was  to  gratify  mine  and  his  own 
feelings,  that  he  placed  this  slight 
memorial  of  one,  whose  beauty  and 
talents  were  of  so  superior  a  kind,  as 
to  create  regret  for  her  untimely  fate, 
even  in  the  breasts  of  those  she  had 
injured." 

Ferdinand  gazed  upon  the  airy 
form  of  the  youthful  Duchess  with 
delight,  as  leaning  her  arm  pensively 
upon  the  urn,  she  dropt  a  tear  of  com- 
passion upon  the  grave,  for  those 
frailties  she  herself  had  never  known ; 
and  he  replied  in  an  impassioned  tone 
— "  Oh  how  amiable  is  charity  to  the 
faults  of  her  sex,  in  a  female  so  pure 
as  Geraldine ;  whilst  many  as  frail 
as  was  the  poor  insensible  that  now 
sleeps  beneath  that  sod^  would  pass 
by  her  lowly  grave,  and  affect  to  fear 
contamination  by  its  touch."  Geral- 
dine sighed,  and  wiping  away  the  tear 
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that  had  dimmed  for  an  instant  the 
lustre  of  her  sparkling  eye,  she  placed 
her  hand  within  the  arm  of  Ferdi- 
nand, and  quitted  in  silence  the  me- 
lancholy spot ;  but,  when  at  a  short 
distance,  they  turned  to  take  a  last 
look,  and  beheld,  through  the  gloom 
of  approaching  night,  the  white  and 
simple  urn  overhung  by  the  lofty 
snow-capped  mountains,  and  con- 
trasted by  the  dark  bosom  of  the  rock 
near  its  base — "  Poor  Janetta!"  sighed 
Geraldine,  "short  and  stormy  v/as  thy 
career,  but  how  tranquil  is  thy  last 
resting-place  ! — may  my  heart  never 
experience  the  pangs  that  has  rent 
thine,  for  thou  hast  taught  me  a  never- 
to-be-forgotten  lesson — the  virtuous 
may  be  rendered  unhappy  ;  but  the 
vicious  nothing  can  render  otherwise, 
— Peace  be  to  thy  soul ! " — and,  kissing 
the  cross  that  hung  at  her  bosom,  she 


144     THE  republican's  mistress. 

proceeded  to  the  cottage,  followed  by 
Ferdinand. 

The  Duca  received  her  at  the  door, 
and,  in  a  whisper,  she  informed  him 
of  their  tour  ;  and,  upon  the  entrance 
of  Ferdinand,  he  industriously  avoided 
his  acknowledgements,  and  turned 
the  conversation  upon  the  journey 
they  were  about  to  undertake,  which 
was  a  subject  of  interest  to  all ;  but, 
when  the  hour  of  their  separation  ar- 
rived, the  agonies^  of  Madame  Vannes 
were  scarcely  greater  than  those  of 
Geraldine,  who  was  taken  fainting 
from  the  arms  of  her  mother,  and 
carried  to  the  carriage  by  her  hus- 
band. 

They  were  some  miles  from  the 
cottage  before  she  was  recovered  suf- 
ficiently to  know  that  she  was  parted 
from  her  only  relative,  perhaps  for 
ever : — her  grief  at  the  discovery  was 
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wild  and  impetuous,  and  she  endea- 
voured to  obtain  a  last  look  of  her 
i)eloved  home  from  the  windows  of  the 
tjarriage,  but  only  the  mountains  that 
sheltered  it  were  discernable  ;  and, 
linking  upon  the  bosom  of  her  hus- 
band, she  sobbed  aloud.  Ferdinand 
joined  him  in  endeavouring  to  soothe 
her,  and  she  was  soon  restored  to 
apparent  tranquillity  ;  the  novelty 
of  the  scenes  she  witnessed,  and  the 
attentions  of  her  adoring  husband, 
banishing  all  but  regret  from  her 
youthful  and  elastic  mind. 

They  met  with  no  event  of  conse- 
quence till  their  arrival  in  Spain, 
where  they  were  to  separate — the 
Duca  for  his  estates,  and  Ferdinand 
for  the  Castello  de  Blanco.  Geral- 
dine  took  leave  of  the  Marquis  witii 
the  affection  of  a  sister,  forcing  upon 
his   acceptance  a  ring  of  more  value 

VOL.  III.  H 
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than  was  all  his  worldly  wealth  be- 
side, which  the  Duca  had  given  her 
for  that  purpose — and,  reluctantly  bid- 
ding each  other  adieu,  they  parted 
and  pursued  their  respective  routes. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

^Twas  twilight,  for  the  sunless  day  went  down 
Over  the  waste  of  waters  like  a  veil ; 
Which,  if  withdrawn,  would  but  disclose  the  frown 
Of  one  who  hates  us,  so  the  night  was  shown, 
And  grimly  darkled  o'er  their  faces  pale. 

Lord  BvKoat. 

The  gale  which  wafted  Genevieve 
and  Lady  Ellis  towards  England,  flat- 
tered them  with  the  hopes  of  a  speedy 
and  pleasant  termination  to  their  voy- 
age; but  by  degrees  the  gale  increased 
to  a  storm,  and  Genevieve,  who  had 
never  before  been  upon  the  ocean, 
was  not  only  a  prey  to  terror^  but  so 
much  incommoded  with  sea-sickness, 
that  her  apprehensions  of  what  might 
befall  them,  was  scarcely  a  greater 
evil  than  the  one  she  endured  ;  but, 
notwithstanding  the  boisterous  ele- 
ments, the  vessel  continued  her  track, 
H  2 
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and  the  shores  of  Albion  were  plainly 
distinguishable  from  the  deck,  when 
the  dark  clouds  of  a  stormy  evening 
shut  it  from  their  view.  The  chief 
care  of  the  captain  of  the  vessel  was 
to  prevent  their  running  upon  the 
sands  and  shoals  that  environed  it, 
which  the  increasing  fury  of  the  storm 
gave  them  great  apprehensions  of. — 
Lady  Ellis  and  Genevieve,  confined 
to  their  cabins,  could  only  lay  upon 
their  separate  beds  and  converse  upon 
their  danger,  as  they  were  both  too 
ill  to  move,  and  their  attendants  in- 
capable of  assisting  them.  But  the 
most  serious  apprehensions  were  en-^ 
tertained  by  them  all,  of  the  wreck 
of  the  vessel,  as  the  fury  of  the  storm 
prevented  their  making  the  harbour 
they  intended  ;  and,  to  add  to  their 
distress,  a  dispute  arose  between  the 
captain  and  the  mate  as  to  their  pre- 
Kent  situation,  and  the  names  of  the 
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light-houses  they  could  perceive  from 
the  shore.  As  the  captain  and  his 
whole  crew  were  Spaniards,  they  were 
not  so  well  acquainted  with  the  Eng- 
lish coast  as  their  present  situation  de- 
manded^ and  the  mate  being  obstinate 
with  regard  to  his  own  opinion,  the 
captain  ordered  him  into  confinement 
as  a  punishment,  and  resolutely  pur- 
sued his  own  ideas  of  right  in  the 
management  of  the  vessel,  which  the 
mate  loudly  declared  "  would  lead  to 
her  destruction,  as  she  was  running 
very  fast  into  shallow  water,  where 
she  must  strike,  and  the  fwry  of  the 
breakers  would  prevent  the  crew  and 
passengers  from  reaching  the  shore." 

Genevieve  and  Lady  Ellis,  who  were 
within  hearing  of  the  dispute,  were 
agonized  by  its  termination,  and  the 
declaration  of  the  mate;  they  were 
too  ignorant  of  the  subject  to  dare  to 
counsel  or  to  interfere ;  but  the  captain 
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entering  the  cabin  soon  after.  Lady 
Ellis  ventured  to  ask — "  if  he  was 
certain  tKe  vessel  was  taking  a  safe 
course  ?'' — at  the  doubt  implied  by 
the  question,  the  whole  pride  of  the 
Spaniard,  and  the  professor  of  naviga- 
tion, rose  in  crimson  to  his  face,  and 
scarcely  deigning  an  answer,  he  strode 
hastily  from  the  cabin  upon  deck;  but 
a  short  time  proved  the  superior  know- 
ledge of  the  mate  ;  the  vessel  struck 
with  a  violent  shock,  and  an  universal 
scream  bespoke  the  consternation  it 
occasioned.  The  confusion  that  in- 
stantly reigned  was  dreadful,  but  the 
captain,  anxious  to  make  every  atone- 
ment for  his  obstinacy,  went  instantly 
to  the  release  of  the  mate,  to  whom 
he  apologized  for  his  conduct,  and 
entreated  him  to  v.  ave  resentment, 
and  aid  him  in  his  endeavour  to  save 
their  lives  ;  the  generous  spirited  fel- 
I'^w  instantly  gave  him  his  hand,  and 
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accompanied  him  upon  deck,  where 
every  method  was  tried  to  get  the 
vessel  off  into  deep  water,  but  in  vain  ; 
«he  heaved  dreadfully,  added  to  which 
it  was  extremely  dark,  and  it  was 
doubted  if  she  would  remain  together 
till  day-light,  before  which  time  it 
was  impossible  to  take  any  measures 
for  the  preservation  of  their  lives,  as 
they  knew  not  their  exact  distance 
from  land. 

Genevieve  and  her  protectress  were 
not  unconcerned  spectators  of  the 
scene  before  them,  but,  repressing  as 
much  as  possible  their  terrors,  they 
appeared  calm  compared  with  their 
attendants,whoexpre;5sed  their  feelings 
by  loud  and  frantic  cries  and  exclama- 
tions, which  Lady  Ellis  interposed  her 
authority  to  subdue  ;  and  such  is  the 
force  of  habit,  that  even  at  this  awful 
moment,  her  commands  were  in  part 
obeyed,  and  no  sounds,  save  those  of 
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the  raging  elements,  were  heard,  ex- 
cept at  intervals,  when  their  fear& 
became  too  great,  even  for  authority 
to  repress.  The  captain  coming  into 
the  cabin,  again  entreated  Lady  Ellis 
and  Genevieve,  ''not  to  give  way  to 
despair,  as,  when  day -light  appeared, 
the  boat  should  be  put  out  if  it  was 
thought  practicable  to  reach  the  land:" 
thanking  him  for  regarding  them  at 
such  a  crisis,  he  retired  again  upon  deck,, 
to  watch  for  the  dawn  ;  and,  as  soon 
as  it  appeared,  they  beheld  the  land 
not  more  than  two  miles  distant,  but 
the  breakers  beat  with  such  violence 
upon  the  shore,  that  an  attempt  to 
land  appeared  almost  as  certain  de- 
struction as  remaining  on  the  wreck  ; 
yet  it  was  determined  upon,  and  ihe 
boat  was  with  difficulty  got  out,  but 
it  beat  so  violently  against  the  side  of 
the  vessel,  that  it  was  in  momentary' 
danger   of    being   dashed   in   pieces k 
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The  captain  then  went  to  the  cabin 
for  the  females,  but  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  that  Lady  Ellis  was  per- 
suaded to  abandon  the  body  of  her 
husband ;  the  boat  was  scarcely  able 
to  contain  herself  and  attendants,  and, 
to  think  of  excluding  theai  for  the 
dead,  was  an  injustice  she  could  not 
for  a  moment  have  an  idea  of,  yet  she 
was  obliged  to  be  forced  from  the 
cabin  where  were  his  remains.  When 
they  came  upon  deck,  the  scene  struck 
them  with  added  horror —the  sea  ap- 
peared to  run  mountains  high,  and 
the  land,  though  so  near,  was  almost 
hid  from  their  view  by  the  surf  that 
dashed  furiously  upon  the  shore,  and 
clinging  to  the  captain,  they  all  refused 
to  quit  the  vessel  ;  but  the  mate  ap- 
proaching them  said :  *^  it  was  the 
only  hopes  they  had  of  preserving 
their  lives,  as  the  vessel  was  so  much 
injured,   that  if  she   floated  at  high 
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water,  should  she  hold  together  so 
long,  she  must  then  inevitably  sink, 
that  he  would  accompany  them  on 
shore,  and  use  every  exertion  for  their 
safety  ;  when  he  wculd,  if  practicable, 
return  to  the  ship  for  the  preservation 
of  the  crew,  and  their  captain,  wlia 
would  remain  by  the  vessel  till  the 
last." 

In  consequence  of  this  represen- 
tation, they  agreed  to  enter  the  boat, 
.which  M^as  with  much  difEcuity 
effected.  Genevieve  was  the  first  ihat 
presented  herself,  and  she  literally  fell 
into  the  boat,  as  it  was  so  agitated 
that  it  was  impossible  for  any  one,  a 
seaman  excepted,  to  keep  their  foot- 
ing. Lady  Elh's,  the  whole  of  her 
attendants,  w^th  four  sailors  and  the 
mate,  then  followed,  and  the  rope 
being  cut  which  held  the  boat,  it  pro- 
ceeded rapidly  towards  the  land,  one 
instant  appearing  mounted  upon  the 
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summit  of  an  enormous  billow,  and 
the  next  buried  in  a  deep  abyss  be- 
tween them  :  but  a  short  time  showed 
the  fallacy  of  their  hopes  of  gaining 
the  shore  ;  as  they  came  within  reach 
of  the  surf,  every  attempt  that  their 
«kill  could  furnish  was  made  to  pass 
it  in  safety,  but  in  vain  ;  a  furious  wave 
broke  into  the  boat,  and  it  was  in- 
stantly overwhelmed  by  the  foaming 
billows.  Genevieve  was  at  the  instant 
clasped  in  the  arms  of  Lady  Ellis,  but 
the  shock  instantly  separated  them, 
and  threw  them  widely  asunder  ;  Ge- 
nevieve vv^ithin  the  breakers  towards 
land,  and  her  ladyship  was  borne  by 
a  retiring  wave  towards  the  main 
ocean. 

The  scream  at  the  upseting  of  the 
boat  was  loud  and  universal  from  all, 
who  were  thus  instantaneously  plunged 
beneath  the  roaring  surf;  but  Gene- 
vieve, notwithstanding  the  water  she 
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involuntarily  swallowed  retained  her 
senses,  and  struggled  with  the  waves, 
till  she  found  herself  seized  by  the 
nervous  grasp  of  a  man  ;  an  instinc- 
tive wish  for  life  made  her  in  return 
cling  fast  to  the  being  that  seemed 
anxious  to  preserve  it,  but  her  senses 
fled,  and  she  felt  no  more  till  opening 
her  eyes  she  beheld  herself  extended 
upon  the  sandy  beach,  and  several 
men  surrounding  her,  some  with  coun- 
tenances of  commiseration  and  kind- 
ness, and  othsrs  marked  with  the 
most  apathetic  indifference.  It  was 
some  mom,ents  before  she  was  able  to 
pronounce  the  name  of  "  Lady  Ellis,*' 
when  she  was  answered  by  a  man 
that  stood  by  her  side,  dripping  with 
water,  and  in  whom  she  recognised  the 
generous  mate  who  had  been  her  pre- 
server, "  that  she  had  not  been  seen 
since  the  boat  was  so  unfortunately 
swamped,  and  that  in  all  probability 
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themselves  would   be  the   only   sur- 
vivors of  the  wreck,  as  the  fishermen, 
by  whom  they  were  surrounded,averred 
it  to  be  an  impossibility  to  launch  a 
boat  from   the  beach  to  their  assist- 
ance."    Genevieve  was  struck  to  the 
heart  at  this  intelligence,  and,  starting 
up,  she   gazed  wildly  around,  but  no 
vestige  of  the  boat  appeared,  and  the 
situation    of  the    abandoned    captain 
and   his    crew    now    appeared  more 
dreadful  than  her  own,  and  she  was 
about  to  offer  a  large  reward  to  the 
men  to  venture  off  to  their  assistance, 
but  with  agony  she  recollected  that 
she  was  now  literally  a  beggar  in  a 
strange  land— and,  overpowed  by  the 
excess  of  her  feelings,  she  again  sunk 
nearly    senseless  on    the   sand,    yet, 
envying  the  fate  of  her  lost  friend,  the 
worthy  Lady  Ellis,  whoni  she  had  in 
vain  endeavoured  once  again  to  behold, 
though  struggling  for  life  with  the 
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foaming  billows,  but  she  had  already 
found  a  watery  grave,  whilst  the  corpse 
of  her  husband,  which  it  had  cost  her 
so  much  pain  to  abandon,  was  yet  in 
safety. 

Tiie  fishermen  were  now  joined  by 
some  women,  attracted  by  the  spec- 
tacle of  the  wreck,  and,  observing  the 
situation  of  Genevieve,  one  of  them 
made  an  offer  of  her  cottage,  that  she 
might  repose  and  have  her  wet  gar- 
ments dried:  Genevieve  was  unable  to 
answer,  but  her  preserver,  the  mate, 
raised  her  in  his  arms,  and  bore  her  to 
the  house,  where  the  woman,  strip- 
ping her  of  her  wet  garments,  placed 
her  in  her  own  bed,  where  she  lay  for 
some  hours  before  she  was  able  to  gain 
any  repose,  grief  and  fatigue  ecm- 
bined  almost  depriving  her  of  reason, 
and  when  she  arose,  her  frame  shook, 
and  a  burning  fever  raged  throughout 
her  veins^^ — but  she    endeavoured   to 
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exert  herself,  as  she  could  not  think 
of  remaining  a  burthen  to  the  poor 
people  who  had  so  humanely  sheltered 
her,  though  where  to  go  she  knew 
not,  a  small  sum  of  money  in  her 
purse  being  all  she  possessed,  without 
even  a  change  of  apparel,  unless  the 
vessel  should  be  got  ofl',  of  wdiich  there 
was  little  hopes,  as  it  still  remained  in 
t]]e  same  situation,  straining  so  vio- 
lently that  the  seamen  declared  it  a 
miracle  she  did  not  go  to  pieces  ;  but 
at  high  water  she  floated,  the  sea  ap- 
peared rather  calmer,  and  the  specta- 
tors upon  the  beach  gave  a  shout  of 
exultation, which  was  feebly  re-echoed 
by  those  on  board,  but  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes their  notes  of  joy  were  changed 
to  the  cry  of  despair,  for  having  drifted 
from  olT  the  sand,  she  went  down 
almost  instantaneously  in  shoal  water, 
which  did  not  cover  her  rigging,  upon 
which  the   unfortunate   captain  with 
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four  men  climbed  for  preservation, 
but  two  of  the  men  soon  dropped  from 
their  hold  into  the  watery  abyss  from 
excess  of  cold  and  fatigue,  and  night 
hid  the  others  from  the  view  of  the 
distracted  spectators  on  the  shore, 
who  sympathised  with  the  sufferings 
it  was  not  in  their  power  to  relieve,  as 
the  gale  blew,  if  possible  more  violent 
than  at  first. 

When  the  day  dawned  the  sea  was 
perfectly  calm,  and  so  was  the  tor- 
tured bosoms  of  those  uofortunate 
beings  who  had  hung  so  many  hourii 
upon  the  wreck,  within  sight  of  that 
land  they  were  doomed  never  again  to 
touch,  the  stormy  billows  now  rolled 
over  their  inanimate  bodies,  and  hope, 
fear,  and  agony,  were  no  more. 

Genevieve  w^ept  for  them  with  an 
excess  of  anguish  ;  the  few  hours  she 
had  past  with  the  sufferers  had  im- 
printed their  features  on  her  memory, 
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and  their  fate,  which  she  herself  had  so 
narrowly  escaped,  made  her  feel  for 
them  like  a  true  child  of  Adam,  and 
she  regretted  them  as  brothers. 

In  the  course  of  the  day,  the  mate, 
whose  name  was  JuanDeSoranzo,called 
at  the  cottage ;  he  appeared  grieved 
at  the  loss  of  his  captain  and  shipmates, 
but  he  was  far  from  being  overwhelmed 
with  sorrow,  as  Genevieve  expected 
to  behold  him ;  and  to  her  his  expres- 
sions  seemed  cold  and  apathetic ;  for, 
never  having  been  used  to  the  society  of 
seafaring  people,  she  was  not  aware  of 
the  apparent  indifference  with  which 
such  an  event  is  viewed  by  them. 
Death  and  shipwreck  is  by  them  so 
equally  expected,  and  so  often  meets 
their  v^iew,  that  they  would  think  it  as 
cowardly  and  absurd  to  grieve  immo- 
derately for  the  one,  as  to  weep  for 
the  other.  Juan  informed  her  that 
it     was   his  intention    the  following 
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morning  to  proceed  to  London,  and 
make  his  case  known  to  some  Spanish 
merchants,  through  whose  interest  he 
might  obtain  a  situation  in  a  merchant 
vessel  and  return  to  his  native  coun- 
try :  at  the  same  time  he  made  her 
an  offer  of  his  protection  should  she 
be  travelling  the  same  road.  Gene- 
vieve had  not  yet  determined  how  to 
act,  but  the  proposal  of  Juan  made 
her  reflect  that  very  probably  in  Lon- 
don she  would  meet  with  some  French 
emigrants,  to  whom  she  might  be 
known,  and  who  would  give  her  coun- 
sel for  her  future  conduct,  though  this 
was  but  a  vague  hope,  as  the  circle  of" 
the  Countess  d'Humeire's acquaintance 
was  extremely  limited,  yet  she  could 
think  of  nothing  preferable  ;  and  she 
avowed  her  intention  of  profiting  by 
his  offer  of  protection  during  her 
journey  to  London  ;  and  he  departed 
promising  to  attend  her  the  following 
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morning  at  the  hour  the  coach  took 
its  departure,  by  which  conveyance 
they  meant  to  travel. 

As  soon  as  he  was  gone,  Genevieve 
quitted  the  cottage  for  the  beach, 
where  she  wandered  till  twilight, 
weeping  without  restraint  the  loss  of 
her  friends  and  benefactors.  The 
top  of  the  mast,  which  still  remained 
above  the  surface  of  the  waves^  pointed 
out  the  spot  where  lay  the  body 
of  the  benevolent  Sir  James  ;  but  the 
corpse  of  her  ladyship  had  not  yet  been 
found,  and  Genevieve,  as  she  threw 
her  eyes  over  the  now  calm  ocean, 
shuddered  as  she  thought  of  the  cavi- 
ties its  rolling  billows  concealed,  in 
one  of  which  perhaps  at  that  moment 
the  form  of  her  beloved  benefactress 
was  now  becoming  a  prey  to  some 
monster  of  the  deep,  more  horrid  than 
even  imagihation  could  paint.  Sick- 
ening at  the  wild  suggestions  of  her 
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fancy,  she  endeavoured  to  turn  her 
thoughts  from  the  subject  of  her  in- 
tended journey  ;  fortunately  she  re- 
membered the  name  of  Sir  James's 
banker,  in  London,  to  whom  he  had, 
before  his  death,  transmitted  a  copy  of 
his  will ;  and  Lady  Ellis,  she  likewise 
knew,  had  written  to  him,  to  procure 
her  a  ready  furnished  house  in  London, 
against  her  arrival,  as  it  was  her  inten- 
tion to  make  some  stay  there,  before 
she  went  to  her  country  seat,  which 
was  situated  in  the  west  of  England  ; 
and  she  determined  to  wait  upon  this 
banker,  immediately  upon  her  arriv^al 
in  the  metropolis,  and  explain  to  him  her 
situation,  and  request  his  advice.  The 
friendship  M^hich  she  knew  had  existed 
between  him  and  Sir  James,  she  hoped 
might  induce  him  to  serve  the  prote- 
gee of  his  deceased  friend. 

The  following  morning  Juan  came 
to    the    cottage    at     the     appointed 
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hour,and,  after  liberally  rewarding  the 
fisherman's  wife  for  her  hospitality 
and  attention,  Genevieve  quitted  them 
and  proceeded  to  the  coach,  which  wvo' 
just  ready  to  depart ;  and  entering  it; 
Juan  mounted  by  the  side  of  the 
coachman,  and  they  drove  from  a 
place,  where  they  had  experienced  so 
much  of  misery  in  the  loss  of  their 
friends,  and  of  mercy  in  their  own 
providential  escape. 

During  their  journey,  Genevieve 
kept  a  profound  silence,  except  when 
they  stopped  for  refreshment,  when 
the  attentive  Juan  was  instantly  b}'- 
her  side,  for  the  passengers  being  all 
(except  themseIves)English,they  durst 
notventuie  to  address  them  in  that 
language,  though  she  understood  great 
part  of  their  conversation,  (Lady  Ellis 
having  made  her  study  the  English 
language  from  the  time  of  their  arri- 
val in  Spain),  but  she   felt   uncom- 
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monly  diffident  of  speaking  it  before  B 
native  and  a  stranger  ;  but  as  the  story 
of  the  wreck  was  well  known  to  all 
in  the  coach^  Genevieve  was  much 
annoyed  by  their  staring,  and  congra- 
tulations upon  her  escape,  to  which  she 
would  not  venture  to  reply,  except  in 
monosyllables  or  smiles  of  assent ;  and 
she  rejoiced  when  upon  their  arrival  at 
the  end  of  their  journey,  she  was  re- 
leased from  the  persecution  she  had 
undergone.  They  took  up  their  lodging 
for  the  night  at  the  inn  the  coach 
stopped  at,  and  the  following  morn- 
ing, Juan  offered  his  services  to  con- 
duct her  to  any  place  she  might  w^ish 
to  go  to,  but  Genevieve  shrunk  from 
the  idea  of  presenting  herself  to  stran- 
gers in  the  soiled,  stained  dress  she 
then  wore,  which  in  spite  of  all  the 
art  of  the  fisherman's  wife,  towards  its 
restoration,  still  bore  evident  marks  of 
its  immersion  in  the  waves ;  she  there- 
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fore  resolved  to  remain  at  the  inn  till 
the  following  day,  that  she  might 
have  time  to  recruit  after  her  fatigue, 
and  equip  herself  with  a  chahge  of 
clean  apparel* 

Juan^  learning  her  determination, 
left  her  to  go  in  quest  of  the    mer- 
chant's, and  Genevieve,  by  the  assist- 
ance of  the  chambermaid,  was  ena- 
bled to  procure  a  complete  change  of 
ready-made  clothes,  neat  and  fashion- 
able.    But  when  she  had  completed 
her  purchase,  she  trembled  at  the  di- 
minished state  of  her  purse,and  almost 
wished  she  had  been    contented  with 
her  old  habiliments,  though  appearing 
in  them  before  strangers  might  have 
materially  prejudiced  her  in  their  opi- 
nion, as  the  bulk  of  mankind  are  go- 
verned by  their  eyes,  and  judge  of  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  an  object  accord- 
ing to  the  favourable  or  unfavourable 
impression  it  makes  upon  that  organ. 
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In  the  evening  the  mate  returned 
to  the  inn,  and,  with  a  countenance  of 
pleasure;,  informed  Genevieve— that 
he  had  succeeded  in  his  application  ; 
and  that  it  was  in  his  po\ver  to 
obtain  instantly  a  lucrative  situation 
in  England,  or  depart  for  Spain,  in 
one  equally  profitable.  — "  Of  course 
you  go  for  Spain,  then,"  observed 
Genevieve  ? — He  hesitated  a  moment, 
then  replied — ''  That  will  depend  up- 
on circumstances;  should  1  succeed 
in  what  I  wish,  1  shall  perhaps,  for 
the  present,  remain  in  England."  To 
this  Genevieve  made  no  reply ;  she 
knew  not  what  his  prospects  w^ere* 
therefore  could  not  advise  either  his 
remaining  or  departure,  neither  would 
she  have  thought  it  an  office  exactly 
suited  to  her,  if  she  had; — she  felt  the 
highest  gratitude  tow^ards  Juan  for 
her  preservation  from  otherw^ise  cer- 
tain death,  and  in  her  present  forlorn 
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state,  she  looked  up  to  him  as  a  pro- 
tector and  guide — but  the  difference 
of  their  habits  and  educations  made 
them  very  indifferent  companions,  and 
the  evening  passed  languidly  away; 
Juan,  notwithstanding  his  success, 
being  unusually  silent  and  thought- 
ful ;  and  Genevieve  had  so  many 
sources  of  uneasiness,  that  it  was  with 
difficulty  she  commanded  herself  suf- 
ficiently to  observe  the  common  forms 
of  civility  which  society  prescribes, 
and  she  rejoiced  when  the  hour  ar- 
rived that  she  could,  without  singu- 
larity, retire  to  her  bed-chamber,  and 
give  a  loose  to  meditation. 

The  next  morning,  Juan,  by  her 
own  invitation,  breakfasted  with  her, 
having  offered  to  be  her  escort  to  the 
banker's,  an  offer  that  Genevieve  in- 
stantly accepted,  as  she  thought  it 
probable  the  banker  might  wish  for 
some  confirmation  beyond   her  own 

YOT,    111.  I 
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word,  that  she  was  really  the  protegee 
of  Sir  James  and  Lady  Ellis;  as 
unfortunately  she  had  not  any  thing 
in  her  possession  that  could  prove  her 
so,  except  a  small  pocket-book,  the 
gift  of  Sir  James^  in  which  he  had 
written  her  name  and  his  own  in  a 
circle  ;  but  as  it  was  in  her  pocket 
when  the  boat  upset,  it  was  soaked  in 
sea-water,  and  not  being  attended  to, 
it  was  dried  in  such  a  manner,  that 
the  writing  was  nearly  illegible. 

During  breakfast,  the  improved 
looks  of  Genevieve  in  her  new  appa- 
rel, drew  many  compliments  from 
Juan,  and  he  preferred  gazing  upon 
her  countenance  to  partaking  of  the 
repast  set  before  him  ;  and,  indeed, 
Genevieve's  loveliness  was  by  no 
means  impaired  by  her  dress,  which 
was  of  black  silk,  and  by  the  con- 
trast, displayed  to  great  advantage  her 
fair  complexion  and  light  hair,  which 
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hung  in  unconfined  ringlets  over  her 
face,  whose  expression  was  tinged 
with  an  added  cast  of  pensiveness  by 
the  recent  events. 

As  soon  as  breakfast  was  con- 
cluded, Genevieve  rose  from  her  seat, 
and  tying  on  a  white  chip  hat,  without 
any  other  ornament  than  a  black  rib- 
bon, she  desired  the  w^aiter  to  procure 
a  coach.  Juan  viewed  her  with  ad- 
miration, and  thought  her  too  lovely 
to  be  exposed  to  the  gaze  of  the  mul- 
titude, as  her  neck  and  arms  were  only 
half  covered  by  her  scarf  and  gloves; 
yet  he  dared  not  hint  his  opinion  ; 
but  his  Spanish  prejudices  were  fully 
satisfied  when  he  saw  her  throw  over 
all,  a  large  black  lace  veil,  whose 
close,  though  fine  texture,  completely 
concealed  her  features  from  the  ob- 
servation of  the  by-stander,  as  he  led 
her  to  the  coach,  which  driving  furi- 
i2 
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ously  towards  the  west  end  of  the 
town,  soon  stopt  at  the  door  of  Sir 
JamesV  banker.  Genevieve  trembled 
so  as  to  be  scarcely  able  to  alight  from 
the  vehicle,  without  assistance;  but, 
declaring  her  business,  she  was  shewn 
into  a  private  room,  where  they  wait- 
ed long  enough  before  the  banker 
attended  them  for  Genevieve  to  re- 
cover apparently  her  composure ;  but 
upon  his  entrance  her  spirits  again 
deserted  her,  and,  after  ineffectually 
endeavouring  to  explain  herself,  she 
burst  into  tears. — The  banker,  a  gen- 
tlemanly middle-aged  man,  with  an 
uncommonly  mild  address,  and  an  air 
of  combined  penetration  and  philan- 
thropy, as  much  as  possible  avoided 
noticing  her  agitation,  and,  turning  to 
Juan,  entered  into  conversation  with 
him,  till  Genevieve  was  sufficiently 
recovered  to  proceed.  When  she  men- 
tioned the  loss  of  Sir  James  and  Lady 
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Ellis^  she  found  him  already  informed 
by  the  public  prints  of  the  circum- 
stance of  the  wreck,  and  he  warmly 
congratulated  her  upon  her  providen- 
tial preservation ;  at  the  same  time 
lamenting  in  terms  of  unfeigned  at- 
tachment the  loss  of  his  old  friends ; 
he  then  delicately  inquired  into  her 
present  situation,  and  Genevieve  can- 
didly informed  him  of  her  destitute 
state ;  likewise  of  her  family  and  mis- 
fortunes, and  her  hopes  of  meeting  with 
some  friends  in  London,  who  would 
direct  her  how  to  procure  a  provision 
for  the  future. 

The  worthy  banker  gazed  on  her 
with  pity,  and  the  tears  of  compassion 
for  one  so  young  and  helpless,  stood 
in  his  eyes ; — but,  dispersing  them,  he 
ruminated  for  a  moment,  then  said — 
that  he  had  the  copy  of  Sir  James's 
will  in  his  possession;  but  before  it 
could  be  opened,  and  ascertained  if 
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any  provision  was  made  for  her  in  it, 
he  must  summon  the  heirrat-law  to  be 
present,  as  there  were  no  other  rela- 
tions that  he  knew  of,  except  distant 
ones ;  and  that  gentleman  was,  he  be- 
lieved in  France.  "  But  at  all  events," 
he  added  *^  you,  Madam,  may,  if  you 
have  no  objection,  reside,  till  his  re- 
turn, in  the  house  I  have  engaged  by 
her  Ladyship's  desire ;  it  is  in  the 
charge  of  a  servant,  and  your  remain- 
ing in  it,  will  incur  no  additional 
expense,  as  it  must  be  retained  for 
the  three  months  it  was  taken  for, 
whether  occupied  or  not." 

Genevieve  felt  truly  grateful  for 
the  offer,  yet  scarce  knew  how  to  de- 
cide ;  but  the  generous  Juan,  w^ho 
appeared  delighted  with  the  idea  of 
such  an  asylum  for  her,  warmly 
pressed  her  to  accept  the  oflfer,  and 
the  banker,  perceiving  her  hesitation, 
exclaimed — "  Come,  come.  Madam,  I 
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beseech  you  not  to  let  any  false  deli- 
cacy induce  you  to  refuse  my  proposal, 
it  was  most  assuredly  the  intention 
of  my  unfortunate  friend.  Sir  James 
Ellis,  to  provide  for  you  as  his  child, 
and  if,  contrary  to  my  expectations, 
it  is  not  done  in  his  will,  Mr.  Ellis^ 
the  heir-at-law,  will  doubtless  rectify 
what  is  omitted  ;  in  the  meantime, 
my  family  is  in  town,  and  my  wife, 
if  you  will  do  her  the  pleasure  of 
dining  with  her,  will  be  able  to  inform 
you  if  any  of  your  acquaintance  are 
in  London,  and,  in  the  evening  you 
may  take  possession  of  what,  for  the 
present,  I  shall  term  your  house.  Ge* 
nevieve  smiled  languidly,  as  she  shook 
her  head,  and,  too  much  overpowered 
to  speak,  bowed  her  grateful  assent ; 
— and,  well  versed  in  every  movement 
of  the  human  heart,  the  banker  well 
knew  how  to  translate  and  appreciate 
the  expression  of  her  ingenuous  coun- 
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tenance  : — he  then  politely  extended 
his  dinner-invitation  to  Juan,  but^ 
modestly  declining  it,  he  requested 
Genevieve  to  permit  him  to  call  upon 
her  before  he  quitted  London ;  and, 
receiving  the  direction  of  the  house 
she  was  to  occupy,  he  took  his  leave, 
and  returned  to  the  city; — and  the 
banker  preceded  Genevieve  to  an 
elegant  drawing-room,  where  they 
found  a  very  fine  looking  woman, 
many  years  younger  than  the  banker, 
whom  he  introduced  to  her  as  Mrs. 
Percival,  his  wife. — Mrs.  Percival 
was  sitting  with  a  small  work-table 
before  her,  busily  employed  in  ar- 
ranging some  very  valuable  ornaments 
in  a  casket, — whilst  a  young  woman, 
seated  upon  an  ottoman  at  a  small 
distance,  was  reading  aloud  to  her — 
and  from  the  slight  manner  in  which 
she  was  named  as  "  Miss  Warford," 
Genevieve   concluded    her    to   be    a 
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dependent.  Mrs.  Percival,  rising 
from  her  seat,  received  her  with  the 
most  bewitching  fascination  of  deport- 
ment— and  Genevieve,  fixing  her  eyes 
upon  her  truly  lovely  face,  involun- 
tarily thought,  if  all  English  women 
were  like  this,  it  might,  indeed,  be 
justly  celebrated  as  the  land  of  beauty. 
In  a  few  words  Mr.  Percival  explained 
as  much  as  he  thought  necessary,  re- 
specting his  youthful  guest,  and  Gene- 
vieve's person  and  manners,  which 
were  an  universal  letter  of  recom- 
mendation, instantaneously  prepos- 
sessed her  fair  hostess  in  her  favour. 
She  conversed  with  her  fluently  in 
French,  till  the  dinner  was  announced ; 
which  was  served  up  in  a  style  of  ele- 
gance scarcely  inferior  to  that  of  the 
first  nobleman  in  the  kingdom. 

In  the  evening,  Genevieve  became 
so  ill,  that  it  was  impossible  for  her  to 
conceal  it  from  the  eye  of  friendship. 
I  5 
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She  had  struggled  for  several  days, 
indeed,  from  the  time  of  the  wreck, 
with  a  severe  indisposition — but  the 
agitation  of  her  mind  prevented  her 
yielding  to  a  lesser  evil,  as  long  as 
exertion  appeared  absolutely  neces- 
sary ;  but  the  generous  offer  of  Mr. 
Percival  seemed  to  preclude  all  cause 
for  present  anxiety ;  and  her  spirits 
sunk]  at  once  beneath  the  pressure  of 
unexpected  kindness — and  regret  for 
those  for  whose  sake  she  received  it. 
Mrs.  Percival,  observing  how  indis- 
posed she  appeared,  did  not  oppose 
her  wish  to  be  allowed  to  retire  to 
the  house  intended  for  her  residence ; 
and  the  carriage  being  ordered.  Miss 
Warford,  who  was  Mrs.  PercivaPs 
companion,  attended  her  to  Bruton 
Street,  to  a  small,  but  elegant  house ; 
where  she  found  fires  lighted,  and 
every  thing  in  readiness  for  her  re- 
ception.    Mr.   Percival   having  sent 
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the  servant  notice  that  her  mistress 
was  arrived,  which  greatly  puzzled 
the  woman,  as  she  had  heard  of  the 
wreck,  and  the  consequent  loss  of  Sir 
James  and  his  Lady ;  and  she  began 
to  fear  the  good  Banker  had  imposed 
on  her,  and  meant  to  make  the  house 
a  retreat  for  some  favourite  female  ; 
but  the  appearance  of  Miss  Warford, 
as  a  companion,  dispelled  her  appre- 
hensions, and  she  received  them  with 
attention  and  respect;  but  Genevieve 
declined  all  offer  of  refreshment,  and 
requested  to  be  allowed  to  retire  to 
her  bed -room,  where  Miss  Warford 
attended  her,  nor  would  she  quit  her 
till  she  saw  her  in  bed,  when  she  made 
an  offer  of  remaining  by  her  during 
the  night — which  Genevieve  posi- 
tively, but  thankfully  declined,  say- 
ing— That  rest  alone  was  necessary 
to  her  restoration,  and  that  she  could 
not  enjoy,  whilst  conscious  that  she 
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was  depriving  others  of  the  blessing. 
—-Miss  Warford  then  retired  with  the 
servant^andGenevieve  being  left  alone, 
found  that  repose  was  what  she  was 
not  likely  to  obtain^  her  wandering 
thoughts  having  so  many  causes  of 
uneasiness ;  yet  the  grateful  feelings 
of  her  heart  prevented  for  some  mi- 
nutes the  entrance  of  every  intruding 
sorrow  : — how  singular  was  the  kind- 
ness she  had  experienced  in  a  city 
where  she  had  expected  to  encounter 
only  evil !  and  leaning  upon  her  elbow, 
she  held  back  the  curtain,  as  by  the 
light  of  a  night-lamp  she  surveyed  her 
apartment,  which  was  furnished  as 
elegantly,  and  more  modern  than  those 
she  had  called  her  own  in  the  Chateau 
d'Humeires  ;  but,  the  low  state  of  her 
purse  appalled  her ;  she  shrunk  from 
the  idea  of  informing  Mr.  Percival 
how  very  destitute  she  was  of  cash, 
though  from  what  she  had  said  in  the 
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morning  she  knew  he  must  surmise 
it ;  yet  how  could  she  act  otherwise, 
as  the  servant  would  doubtless  look  to 
her  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
house-keeping  till  the  return  of  Mr. 
Ellis.  Never  having  before  felt  much 
pecuniary  distress,  these  thoughts 
harassed  and  tormented  her,  and  pre- 
vented her  sleeping  ;  images  of  unhap- 
piness  only  presented  themselves 
to  her  mind ;  the  recent  untimely 
fate  of  her  benefactors,  the  death  of  her 
protectress,  the  Countess  Le  Valliere, 
the  miserable  closing  scene  of  the  life 
of  her  beloved  grand-mother — her 
separation  from  Ferdinand ;  therefore, 
she  almost  began  to  think  that  some 
fatality  attended  all  who  formed  an  at- 
tachment to  her,  though  she  had  so 
lately  experienced  the  protection  of 
that  Providence  that  unceasingly 
watches  over  innocence.  She  was  for 
some  time  bathed  in  the  tears  of  despon- 
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dence,  till  recollecting  her  ingratitude, 
she  turned  her  thoughts  from  the  mi- 
series she  had  endured  to  the  mercies 
she  had  experienced  ;  and,  her  mind 
growing  calm  by  degrees,  sleep  soon 
wrapt  her  senses  in  a  sweet  oblivion, 
both  of  joyand  sorrov/. 

She  was  scarcely  awake  the  next 
morning  before  the  servant  entered 
her  chamber  with  a  note  from  Mrs. 
Percival,  '^  requesting  to  know  how 
she  had  passed  the  night,  and  an  in- 
junction for  her  to  remain  in  bed  till 
the  evening,  when  herself  and  Miss 
Warford  would  call  to  learn  if  she 
had  been  obedient."  A  verbal  answer 
only  was  required.  Genevieve  felt 
herself  still  sufficiently  unwell  to  war- 
rant her  indulging,  and  accordingly 
did  not  rise  till  a  late  hour  in  the 
afternoon  ;  when,  though  much  re- 
freshed she  found  herself  exceedingly 
weak,  and  she  did  not  quit  her  cham- 
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ber  till  the  knock  at  the  door  an- 
nounced her  visitors ;  when, descending 
to  the  sitting-room,  she  was  surprised 
to  see  Miss  Warford  enter  alone,  who 
brought  an  apology  from  Mrs.  Perci- 
val,  who  had  been  prevented  fulfilling 
her  engagement  by  the  arrival  of  a 
party  of  friends  who  resided  a  short 
distance  from  town,  and  to  whom  she 
had  long  been  under  a  promise  of  ac- 
companying to  one  of  the  theatres 
whenever  they  should  visit  her  for 
that  purpose.  Genevieve  readily  ac- 
cepted the  excuse,  and  Miss  Warford 
staying  some  time  with  her,  her 
conversation  exhilarated  her  spirits, 
and  when  left  alone,  she  again  retired 
to  her  bed,  and,  enjoying  a  night  of  un- 
disturbed repose,she  awoke  the  follow- 
ing morning  with  every  feeling  of 
convalescence,  and  accordingly  arose 
to  breakfast,  which  was  scarcely  re- 
moved, when  a  loud  rap  at  the  door 
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announced  a  visitor ;  and,  to  her  sur- 
prise and  pleasure  she  beheld  the  be- 
nevolent Mr.  Percival  enter  the  room ; 
she  arose  and  received  him  with  the 
most  unequivocal  expressions  of  de- 
light irradiating  her  countenance,  and, 
after  the  compliments  of  the  day,  he 
congratulated  her  upon  the  improve- 
ment repose  had  made  in  her  looks  ; 
then  saying  his  being  a  man  of  busi- 
ness, must  excuse  the  brevity  of  his 
proceedings,  he  reverted  to  the  subject 
of  Sir  James's  will,  saying,  he  had 
already  written  to  hasten  the  return  of 
Mr.  Ellis,  as  he  was  impatient  to  learn 
the  contents,  though  he  doubted  much, 
of  his  being  the  heir  to  their  personals, 
as  they  were  not  upon  friendly  terms. 
He  then  requested  Genevieve  to  give 
him  a  particular  account  of  her  resi- 
dence with  Sir  James  and  Lady  Ellis, 
and  if  she  were  known  to  them  at  the 
time  Sir  James  made  his  will  ?  To  this 
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she  answered  in  the  affirmative,  as 
she  knew  it  was  drawn  up  at  the  Cas- 
tello  de  Blanco,  after  she  had  been 
assured  both  by  Sir  James  and  her 
ladyship,  that  they  should  consider  and 
provide  for  her  as  their  child,  "  and 
doubtless  then  they  have,"  replied  Mr. 
Percival;  "  my  friend  was  a  man  who 
never  lightly  made  a  promise,  nor  never 
broke  one  when  made ;  you  may 
therefore,  without  danger  of  being  dis- 
appointed, consider  yourself  as  the 
heiress  of  all  their  disposable  wealth  ; 
and  I  am  only  sorry  that  the  necessary 
delay  of  waiting  for  Mr.  Ellis  pre- 
vents our  ascertaining  it ;  neither  will 
he  have  any  reason  to  be  displeased, 
as  the  estates  which  are  entailed  upon 
him  are  worth  full  five  thousand  a 
year,if  he  is  no  otherwise  remembered ; 
and  the  alienable  property  he  sup- 
posed might  be  rather  more,  which  he 
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hoped  soon  to  congratulate  her  as  mis- 
tress of." 

Genevieve  smiled^  and  shaking 
her  head,  said  she  would  beware  of 
forming  hopes  that  might  end  in  dis- 
appointment, and  the  conversation 
turned  upon  different  subjects,  when 
Mr.  Percival  said  he  brought  her  the 
commands  of  his  wife  to  dine  with 
them  the  following  day,  therefore  he 
dared  not  take  a  denial :  Genevieve 
avowed  herself  honoured  by  the  com- 
mand, and  the  worthy  banker  rose  to 
depart,  saying,  "  business  now  forces 
me  to  take  my  leave,  but  remember 
Lady  Genevieve  I  must  insist  upon 
being  regarded  as  your  friend  and 
father  till  your  fate  is  decided,  and  in 
that  character,  must  presume  upon 
being  allowed  privileges,  I  know  you 
would  deny  to  another  ;  but  I  hope  no 
fastidiousness  will  make  you  refuse  the 
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oiFers  of  one,  who  regards  you  not  only 
for  the  sake  of  an  unfortunate  friend 
to  whom  you  were  dear,  but  for  your 
own  unmerited  misfortunes,  which, 
joined  to  your  youth  and  loveliness, 
must  make  all  your  friends,  unless  you 
suffer  the  pride  of  birth  and  family  to 
gain  the  ascendant,  and  thrust  us  com- 
moners to  a  distance ;"  then  laying 
upon  the  table  a  small  morocco  pocket- 
book,  he  shook  her  hand  in  a  friendly 
manner  and  departed. 

Before  Genevieve  had  time  to  exa- 
mine his  present,  which  opening  she 
found  enclosed  notes  to  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  pounds,  and  upon  one  of 
the  leaves  of  the  book  she  perceived  a 
memorandum  of  it,  "  as  lent  till  the 
affairs  of  Sir  James  Ellis  could  be  set- 
tled." The  delicacy  of  this  little  me- 
morandum both  charmed  and  d  elighted 
her,  and  in  a  transport  of  gratitude 
she  pressed  the  name  of  the  generous 


188  THE  republican's  mistress. 

banker  to  her  lips :  she  had  now  in 
her  power  the  means  of  subsistence  for 
some  months,  and  of  purchasing  an 
addition  to  her  wardrobe,  which  con- 
sisted at  present  of  her  single  suit  of 
black  silk,  having  given  her  soiled  one 
to  the  chamber-maid  of  the  inn  as  a 
recompense  for  the  extraordinary 
trouble  she  had  caused  her ;  and,  send- 
ing for  a  hackney-coach,  she  drove  to 
a  linen-draper's,  and  from  thence  to  a 
jeweller's,  where  she  purchased  a  set 
of  jet  ornaments,  and  a  small  silver 
snuff-box,  as  a  present  for  the  mate, 
who  had  preserved  her  life,  and  whom 
she  grieved  it  was  not  in  her  power 
to  recompense  as  he  deserved  ;  but  she 
thought  a  trifle  would  prove  she  had 
not  forgot  the  obligation  :  then  return- 
ing home,  she  sent  for  a  dress-maker, 
who  promised  to  make  her  a  dress 
against  the  dinner-hour  the  following 
day,  as  she  doubted  not  but  Mrs.  Per- 
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cival  would  have  company,  and  her 
present  habit  was  an  undress. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening*^  she 
was  surprised  by  a  visit  from  Juan,  and 
she  expressed  her  pleasure  at  behold- 
ing him  so  soon  :  he  replied,  that  he 
should  not  have  called  as  yet,  but 
there  was  a  Spanish  vessel  about  to  sail 
in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  on  board 
which  he  could  have  a  very  lucrative 
situation  ;  unless  he  resolved  to  remain 
in  England.  Genevieve  replied,  she 
was  sorry  to  hear  she  should  lose  him 
so  soon,  but  she  thought  England  could 
have  few  charms  for  him,  opposed*  to 
his  native  land.  He  replied,  that 
England  at  that  moment  held  a  prize 
dearer  to  him  ihan  the  whole  world 
beside,  although,  as  a  true-born  Spa- 
niard he  would  shed  his  best  blood  in 
defence  of  his  country  :  he  then  made 
a  plain  and  open  declaration  of  his 
passion  for  her  with  much  hesitation 
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and  diffidence,  and  was  beginning  to 
explain  to  her,  that,  notwithstanding 
his  situation,  his  family  were  highly 
respectable ;  and  possessed  the 
ability  of  settling  him  in  Spain  in 
private  life,  if  she  preferred  that,  to 
his  following  the  profession  of  the  sea, 
would  she  consent  to  become  his 
wife. 

Genevieve,  who  had  heard  him 
with  pain,  though  without  agitation, 
interrupted  him  by  an  avowal  that 
she  had  not  a  heart  to  give  ;  and  that 
a  solemn  vow  bound  her  to  a  single 
life,  unless  one  event,  which  appeared 
almost  an  improbability,  should  hap- 
pen, and  release  her.  She  thought 
this  summary  statement  of  her  situa- 
tion sufficient,  as  she  felt  averse  to 
confiding  her  real  state  to  a  stranger, 
however  generous;  and  it  fully  an- 
swered her  expectations  with  Juan, 
for  with   a  sigh,  he   said   he   would 
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never  again  trouble  her  with  his  unfor- 
tunate attachment,  which  he  had  im- 
bibed the  first  moment  he  saw  her, 
and  every  succeeding  interview  had 
heightened  ;  but  that  it  was  his  busi- 
ness by  absence  now  to  endeavour  to 
regain  his  tranquillity,  though  he 
feared  the  attempt  was  hopeless. 
He  then  rose  from  his  seat  and  would 
have  instantly  departed,  but  Gene- 
vieve, laying  her  hand  upon  his  arm, 
besought  his  acceptance  of  the  little 
box  she  had  bought,  as  a  mark  of 
esteem  and  gratitude  ;  more  it  was 
not  in  her  power  to  offer  any  one. 

Juan  gazed  upon  her  for  an  instant, 
as,  with  an  imploring  look  she  held 
the  box  towards  him  ;  then,  taking  it 
from  her,  he  placed  it  in  his  pocket, 
without  being  able  to  answer  her,  and 
seizing  her  extended  hand,  he  pressed 
it  to  his  heart,  and  to  his  lips ;  and 
then  bursting  into  a  passionate  flood 
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of  tears,  rushed  from  the  house,  leaving 
Genevieve  standing  in  the  room, 
both  shocked  and  surprized  at  the 
violence  of  his  emotions;  but,  as  she 
was  conscious  she  had  never  in  the 
most  distant  manner  endeavoured  to 
inspire  him  with  an  attachment  to 
her,  her  heart  acquitted  her  of  all 
blame  ;  and,  she  recovered  her  usual 
serenity,  only  feeling  regret  for  his 
sake,  hoping,  that  a  passion  so  early 
checked,  would  soon  be  eradicated. 

The  following  day,  her  dress-maker, 
true  to  her  time,  brought  home  a  black 
Paris  net  dress,  tastefully  made  and 
ornamented;  in  which,  Genevieve 
attired  herself  to  fulfil  her  appoint- 
ment ;  her  hair  was  disposed  in  the 
English  fashion,  and  her  ears,  neck, 
and  arms  decorated  with  her  new 
purchase  of  jet ;  and  when  she 
descended  dressed,  to  the  drawing- 
room,  and  her  form  was  reflected  from 
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various  inirroris;  female  vanity  whis- 
pered to  her,  that  she  had  never,  in 
the  height  of  her  splendour,  looked 
more  lovelv.  Mr.  Percival  sending; 
his  carriage  for  her,  she  was  soon 
conveyed  to  his  residence,  and,  her 
lieart  dilating  with  gratitude,  she 
ascended  to  the  drawing-room  v/ith 
a  look  of  more  hilarity  than  she  had 
latelv  worn. 

Mrs.  Percival,  though  a  very 
heautiful  M-onian,  was  a  great  admirer 
of  that  quality  in  another,  and  supe- 
rior to  the  little  petty  arts  which 
M'omen  sometimes  use  to  depreciatv' 
each  other  ;  she  had  thought  Cciu- 
vieve  a  very  lovely  girl  under  the 
•disadvantages  of  illness,  and  agitation  ; 
l^ut  now  tliat  she  was  recovered,  and 
her  nc?tive  charms,  graced  by  the 
simple  elegance  of  dross,  whilst  her 
leyes  sparkled  with  intelligence,  and 
,^miles   played   around     her    dimpled 
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mouth,  she  acknowledged  to  herself 
that  the  young  Frenchwoman  was  as 
irresistible  in  beauty,  as  fascinating  in 
manner. 

Genevieve  had  not  long  arrived  be- 
fore their  party  received  the  addition 
of  Sir  Thomas  Harrier,  with  his  wife 
and  two  daughters.     Sir  Thomas  was 
a  country  gentleman  of  great  conse- 
quence in  the  county  where  he  lived, 
but  Sir  Thomas  had  taken  it  into  his 
head  to  turn  politician,  and  he  fancied 
it  was  a  pity  to  bury  his  fine  talents 
in  obscurity,  and  have   his  energetic 
harangues    only  listened    to    by   the 
country   gentlemen  around  him,  one 
half  of  whom,  thought  him  mad,  and 
the  other  half  could  not  comprehend 
the  jumble  of  anarchy  and  blasphemy 
with   which  he  daily  assailed  them  ; 
for  Sir  Thomes  was  a  zealous  reader 
of  Paine's  works,  and  writers  of  the 
same   cast,    and    he    thought   himself 
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qualified  to  reform  the  world  :  accord- 
ingly, after  getting  himself  elected  for 
his  borough,  he  proceeded  to  London, 
and  joined  the  Opposition  Party,  where 
he  constantly  opposed  the  measures  of 
government,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
and  in  all  companies  he  broached  his 
favourite  tenets,  with  the  utmost 
virulence  and  incaution  ;  nay.  his  own 
servants  were  often  blessed  with  the 
sounds  of  liberty  and  perfect  equality; 
but  they  well  knew,  should  they  dare 
to  put  his  principles  in  practice,  and 
fail  in  one  atom  of  the  obsequious 
deference  he  demanded  from  them"! 
Alexander  himself  could  not  have 
been  more  indignant  than  woidd 
have  been  the  levelling  Sir  Thomas 
Harrier. 

As  they  were  neighbours    oT   Mr. 
Percival  in  the  country,  an  acquaint- 
ance was  formed  betv/een  the  families, 
which,     however    seldom     extended 
K  2 
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farther  than  a  formal  dinner-party  on 
each  side,  whenever  they  quitted  the 
country,  for  town,  or  town   for  the 
country^    as    Mrs,   Percival   disliked 
Sir   Thomas,  although  she  esteemed 
Lady  Harrier  and  her  eldest  daughter, 
Lavinia,    who    resembled    the    mild 
disposition  of    her  mother;    hut   thft 
youngest,  Miss  Honoria  was  a  pupil  of 
her  papa's^  a  fierce  democrat,  and  a 
reader  of  Paine's  Age  of  Reason,  which 
the  unprincipled  father  had  been  rash 
enough  to  put  into  the  hands  of  a  girl  of 
seventeen, and  though  a  girl  of  natural 
good  sense,    it   was  not  to   be   won- 
dered at,  that  her  studies  had  deprived 
her  of  diffidence  and  timidity,  those 
qualities    so    amiable     in     a     young 
female ;     and    she    had    accordingly 
assumed  a    freedom  of  manner    and 
behaviour,  that  often  made  the   lesi* 
enlightened   Misses  blush,  and    drew 
down  upon  herself,  the  suspicion  of 
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having  reduced  her  theory  to  practice ; 
but,  as  she  was  gifted  with  gre^i 
volubility  of  speech,  she  proceeded, 
daily  gaining,  as  she  supposed,  fresh 
proselytes  to  her  cause,  as  she  was 
listened  to  in  silence,  by  those  who 
knew  it  useless  to  contend  with  the 
torrent  of  her  eloquence,  unless  they 
had,  fortunately,  inherited  the  lungs 
of  a  Stentor. 

As  the  compliment  paid  to  Gene- 
vieve, of  conversing  in  French, 
informed  Sir  Thomas  of  her  country 
and  her  late  arrival,  he  v;as  impatient 
(111  the  cloth  was  removed,  that  lie 
might  enter  upon  his  favourite  topic, 
^vhich  he  did  by  inquiring  for  news, 
in  which  paiticular,  he  found  her  not 
so  well  informed  as  himself:  he  then 
begem  an  elaborate  eulogy  upon  the 
proceedings  of  her  count ry men,  and 
us  no  one  answered  him,  he  proceeded 
to  justify    the   bloodiest  acts   of  tht^ 
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Convention,  by  comparing  them  with 
the  deeds  of  heroes  of  ancient  davs ; 
deeds,  which  a  state  of  barbarism 
couid  alone  excuse,  and  which  the 
niiJd  light  of  Christianity,  should  have 
obscured  for  ever ;  and  concluded  a 
long  harangue,  by  lamenting  the 
supineness  of  his  own  countrymen, 
and  hoping  that  he  might  yet  live 
to  see  a  guillotine  erected  at  the  corner 
of  every  Siieet  in  London,  At  this 
horrid  wish,  Genevieve,  to  whom  his 
discourse  had  brought  the  fate  of  her 
respected  Countess  le  Valliere  before 
her  eyes,  uttered  a  low  scream,  and, 
bursting  into  tears,  covered  her  face 
with  her  hands. 

Mrs,  Percival  rose  from  her  seat» 
and  placing  herself  beside  her,  ex- 
claimed, ''fye,  fye.  Sir  Thcnirs,  tL  s 
young  lady  has  suffered  too  deej>ly 
by  principles  like  yours,  to  bear  them 
unmoved,    wishes,    which,   though    \ 
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doubt  not,  are  cherished  by  all  your 
party,  few  have  the  hardihood  to 
avow." 

"  My  father  is  no  hypocrite  Mrs. 
Percival,"  retorted  Miss  Honoria,  with 
an  air  of  triumph. 

"  So  it  appears,"  she  replied  ;  "  but 
I  could  wish  he  had  been  less  candid 
at  present ;  this  young  lady's  nearest 
and  dearest  relative,  has,  with  hun- 
dreds of  others,  fallen  an  innocent 
victim  to  principles  professing  hap- 
piness, i)ut  ending  in  delusion  ;  and 
should  your  father's  wish  be  verified, 
you  may  live  to  see  your  mother  the 
victim  of  the  instrument  he  had  I.elped 
to  Viii>:c  ;  nay,  you  might  weep  for 
your  father  in  his  turn,  as  a-iarchy, 
when  otsce  unchained,  spares  neither 
friend  or  foe,  as  the  example  of  France 
may  teach  you,  where  the  patriot  of 
to -(lav,  is  condemned  by  the  patriot  of 
to- n  J  or  row." 
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Miss  Honoria  shrunk  into  herself 
for  an  instant,  as  she  contemplated 
her  mother,  whom,  in  spite  of  her 
patriotism,  she  truly  loved  ;  but  Sir 
Thomas,  adding,  "  pshaw  !  I  have 
taught  Honoria  to  think  neither  of 
her  father  or  her  mother,  but  of  her 
country,"  she  resumed  her  heroism^ 
and  replied,  "  true  Sir,  I  am  a  patriot 
in  the  true  sense  of  the  word  ;"  and 
a  smile  of  triumph  sat  upon  her  brow, 
as  she  fancied  herself  superior  to  the 
claims  of  natural  affection^ 

'^  I  admire,"  said  Mrs.  Percival, 
ironically,  '^a  doctrine  founded  upon 
the  subversion  of  all  ties,  moral  and 
religious;  and  own  I  can  never  give 
any  person  credit  for  loving  then- 
country,  when  I  know  they  do  not 
love  their  families;  a  bad  hus;,band, 
(^r  a  bad  father,  can  never  be  a  good 
man,  in  any  sense  of  the  word  ;  for,  he 
who  can  sacrifice  the  welfare  of  hiji^ 
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own  offspring,  would  sacrifice  that  of 
)all  mankind,  were  it  at  his  disposal ; 
but  I  thank  you  for  your  definition 
of  a  true  patriot ;  I  did  not  know  till 
now  the  extent  of  that  hacknied  word, 
though  1  always  suspected  self  to  he 
its  basis." 

"  Come,  my  love,"  said  Mr.  Per- 
cival,  ''  enough  of  politics,  take 
uijother  glass  of  wine,  and  then  leave 
Hir  Thomas  Harrier  to  'reform  me,  if 
he  can  ;  I  shall  be  more  p^rateful  than 
the  country  he  makes  such  a  bustle 
about." 

Mrs.  Percival  smiled,  and  taking 
Genevieve  by  the  hand,  led  the  way  to 
the  drawing-room,  followed  by  Lady 
Harrier,  Lavinia,  and  Honoria,  who 
felt  extremely  indignant  at  Mrs. 
PercivaPs  speech,  although  she  wisely 
checked  her  rising  anger,  and  took 
refuge  in  a  lit  of  the  sullens,  which 
lasted  till  the  conclusion  of  their  visit ; 
and  Genevieve  was  sincerely  rejoiced 
K  5 
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when  safely  returned  to  her  own  home,, 
never  having  imagined  that  any 
society  could  render  a  day  spent 
beneath  Mr.  Percival's  roof  so  un- 
pleasant. 

Several  weeks  passed  av\7ay,  and 
intelligence  was  received  from  the^ 
continent,  that  Mr.  Ellis  had  quitted 
France  for  Italy,  from  whence  he- 
had  proceeded  to  visit  the  Islands  of 
the  Adriatic  sea  ;  and  it  would  be  t-ome 
time  before  he  could  hear  of  his  kins- 
man's death,  as  his  letters  were 
ordered  to  lay  at  Venice  till  his 
return  to  that  place.  Genevieve  was 
much  chagrined  by  this  delay,  and 
determined  not  to  remain  longer  in 
the  house  she  novv'  occupied,  than  the 
three  months,  which  were  nearly 
expired ;  justly  considering,  that 
rfiould  Mr.  Ellis  be  the  sole  heir,  he 
would  esteem  her  as  an  encroaehor 
upon  his  property.  Mr.  Percival, 
whom  she  made  the  confident  of  her 
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intentions,  warmly  pressed  iier  to 
make  his  house  her  home,  till  the  affair 
was  settled,  which  she  rejected, 
unless  she  could  be  serviceable  to 
Mrs.  Percival,  which  she  could 
not  be  without  injuring  the  interest 
of  Miss  Warford,  her  companion ; 
and  Mr,  Percival  in  return  said, 
*^  bis  wife  would  never  attempt  to 
command  the  only  descendant  of  two 
noble  faiiiilies,  although  that  descen- 
dant was  a  stranger,  and  despoiled  of 
the  wealth  that  should  enable  her  to 
support  her  rank  ;  "  and  they  parted 
without  coming  to  any  determination, 
but  in  a  day  or  two  Mr.  Percival 
called  again,  and  said,  '^  that  he  had 
heard  of  something  he  thought  would 
satisfy  her  scruples,  if  she  was  bent 
upon  quitting  his  protection.''  She 
begged  him  to  proceed,  as  her  resolu- 
tion upon  that  head  was  immoveable. 
He    then    proceeded    to   inform     hen 
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ihat  a  lady  of  rank,  a  widow,  had  an 
only  child,  a  daughter  about  sixteen 
years  of  age,  esteemed  very  Leauiiful, 
but  unfortunately  an   idiot  from  her 
birth ;     that    she     resided    with    her 
mother,  but  had  a  suite  of  aparlnients^^ 
appropriated    to    herself,    where  she 
remained    with    her  attend rtal 3,    and 
was  never^een  by  any  one  else,  except 
her  mother,   and  a  young  lady  well 
skilled  in  music,  who   was   her   com- 
panion ;  that  the  handsonie  idiot  was 
in    general    perfectly     harmless    and 
docile,  but   at   times   was  subject  to 
strange  fits  of  wildness,  which  nothing 
could  allay  but  the  power  of  harmony, 
when  the  companion  was  expected  to 
exert    her   skill   to    tranquillize    her, 
and  likewise   indulge   her    with  the 
sounds  she  loved,  once  or  twice  a  day  ; 
that  in  return  for  this,  she  was  treated 
as  one  of  the  family,  received  visitors, 
and  went  abroad  with  her  ladysinp  if 
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she  chose,  being  perfect  mistress  of 
herself  and  her  time;  but  that  the 
young  lady  who  had  for  some  year* 
filled  that  situation,  had,  the  preceding 
night,  eloped  with  a  nephew  of  her 
ladyship's,  whom,  it  was  supposed, 
would  be  her  heir  ;  consequently  there 
was  a  vacancy  in  the  family,  and  if 
Sihe  could  submit  to  the  terms,  it 
would  be  a  most  eligible  asylum  for 
her  till  the  return  of  Mr.  Ellis. 

Genevieve  immediately  declared 
her  resolution  to  accept  of  the  situa- 
tion, if  it  could  be  obtained,  as  sh© 
preferred  it  to  a  state  of  entire  de» 
pendence.  Mr.  Percival  assured  her 
there  was  no  doubt  of  her  success,  and 
offered  to  accompany  her  immediately 
to  the  lady,  with  whom  he  was 
intimate. 

At  this  sudden  proposal  Genevieve 
hesitated  ;  something  seemed  to  arise 
in  her  throat,  but,  stifling  her  feelings, 
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she  rang  for  her  hat  and  scarf,  and  in 
a  few  minutes  was  in  the  carriage, 
which  drove  furiously  towards  Kan- 
over-square,  the  residence  of  Lady 
Catherine  Pennant.  When  they 
stopped  at  the  door,  Mr.  Percival 
sent  up  his  name,  and  was  instantly 
admitted,  when  he  ascended  to  tlie 
drawiug-room  with  Genevieve,  whom 
he  introduced  to  her  ladyship,  and  in 
a  few  words  explained  the  nature  of 
his  visit.  Lady  Catherine  looked  at 
Genevieve  for  a  few  minutes  with  a 
scrutinizing  eye,  then  said,  "  1  had 
almost,  my  dear  Sir,  made  a  resolution 
never  again  to  take  a  handsome  females 
into  my  family,  but  your  recommen^ 
daiion  bears  dov/n  all  objections; 
besides,  I  have  no  longer  arty  male 
relative  about  me,  and  therefore  haw 
nothing  to  fear." 

The  blood  mantled  into  the  cheek 
of  Genevieve  as  she  listened  to  this 
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Kspeecii,  and  she  was  about  to  retort 
rather  haughtily,  when  the  mild  glance 
of  Mr.  Percival  prevented  her,  and 
a  moment's  reflection  showed  her  how 
absurd  it  would  be  in  her  to  apply 
the  term  '^  handsome  female"  to 
herself,  although  it  was  undoubtedly 
meant  so. 

After  a  few  minutes  silence,  Lady 
Catherine  rose,  saying,  "  if  the  young 
lady  w^ill  accompany  me  to  the  apart- 
ment of  my  poor  Virginia,  we  shall 
be  able  to  judge  if  they  are  likely  to 
please  each  other,  as  my  child  is  apt 
to  form  violent  attachments,  and  as 
violent  dislikes  at  first  sight,  which 
nothing  can  ever  remove  ;  and  if  the 
latter  should  be  the  case,  I  need  not 
inform  the  young  lady  how  unplea- 
sant would  be  her  situation,  notwitii- 
standing  the  utmost  attention  I  could 
show  her,'* 

Genevieve    followed   her  ladyship, 
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almost  v^isliing   that  such  might   ba 
the  case,  as  the  supercihous  looks  and 
stately   hauteur  of  her  ladyship,  had 
by  no   means  impressed    her  in   her 
favour — but    when    s?he    entered    tho 
apartment  of  the  young  lady,  she  was;, 
tigreeably  surprised  at  perceiving  not 
the  least  outvv'aid  sign  of  imbecility, 
except  a  vacant  kind  of  stare,  which, 
as  it   displayed   two   sparkling  dark 
eyes,  was  far  from    disagreeable,  and 
her  countenance  did  not  want  an  ap* 
pearance    of    inleiligence  ;     she    wa-> 
rather  below  the  middle  size,  but  ex- 
tremely  delicately   formed,   and    her 
hands  and  arms  were  singularly  beau- 
tiful.    »?he  was  reclining  upon  a  sofa, 
playing  with  a  French  lap-dog,  whos.^ 
Rhaggy  white  head  she  had  decorated 
with    a    small    wreath    of    artilicijd 
flowers,  and  laughing  at  the  efforti% 
of  the  animal  to  free  himself  from  tli^ 
disagreeable   incumbrance  :-— as    thej 
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approached  bei%  she  raised  her  eyes, 
and  gazed  upon  them  for  an  instant, 
without  speaking,  then,  clasping  her 
dog  in  her  arms,  she  held  him  tight, 
as  if  she  feared  they  would  deprive 
her  of  him.  "  I  am  come,  my  love," 
said  Lady  Catherine,  '^  to  introduce 
a  young  lady  to  you,  who  wishes  for 
your  acquaintance,  are  you  not  greatly 
obliged  to  her,  Virginia,  for  the  offer  V 
Virginia,  without  answering,  looked 
for  an  instant  at  Genevieve,  and  then 
putting  all  the  fingers  of  one  hand  in 
her  mouth,  appeared  to  pout,  as  if 
displeased  ; — Lady  Catherine  sighed, 
and  turning  towards  a  piano-forte, 
that  stood  at  one  side  of  the  room, 
she  begged  Genevieve  to  favour  her 
with  a  sonata,  which  request  she  in- 
stantly complied  with ;  and  as  she 
was  a  complete  mJstress  of  the  science, 
her  execution  both  astonit^hed  and  de-. 
lighted  her  ladyship, 
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ITie  charms  of  the  music  soon 
banished  the  sullen  temper  of  Vir- 
ginia, and,  rising  from  the  sofa,  she 
came  and  stood  by  the  side  of  Gene- 
vieve, gazing  wistfully  in  her  face, 
and  Genevieve  observed  her  more 
attentively  than  she  had  before  done, 
and  had  she  not  been  informed  her  age 
was  sixteen,  she  would  have  scarcely 
believed  her  more  than  twelve,  the 
sraallness  of  her  figure  giving  her  so 
youthful  an  appearance,  which  was 
added  to  by  the  style  of  her  dress- — 
a  plain  wiiite  frock,  with  her  hair 
hanging  loose  upon  her  shoulders. 
She  stood  for  some  time  by  the  bide 
of  Genevieve,  apparently  examining 
her  with  much  attention,  when  she 
suddenly  took  the  wreath  from  ofl* 
[he  lieud  of  the  dog,  and  placed  it 
upon  Genevieve's,  who  smiled  at  the 
action,  and  continued  her  playing, 
without  disturbing  it — but  the  sombre 
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dress  of  Genevieve  appeared  to  dis- 
please her,  as  she  took  the  silk  several 
times  in  her  fingers  with  a  coun- 
tenance of  dislike,  and  turning  to  a 
table  upon  which  lay  her  hat,  she, 
in  an  instant,  stript  it  of  the  black 
ribbon  affixed  to  it,  and  untying  a 
white  sash  from  her  waist,  put  it  in 
its  place : — she  then  sauntered  to  her 
sofa,  and  lying  down  upon  it,  with 
her  dog  in  her  arms,  closed  her  eyes, 
as  if  inclined  to  sleep,  when  her  maid, 
who  attended  in  the  room,  threw  over 
her  a  large  camePs-hair  shawl;  and 
Lady  Catharine  rising,  motioned  Ge- 
nevieve to  quit  the  room,  Vv^hich  they 
did  instantly,  and  returned  to  Mr. 
Percival. 

'^  I  bring  you  back  your  protegee," 
exclaimed  her  ladyship,  **  crowned 
Vi^ith  conquest ;  and,  I  ain  much  niis" 
taken,  if  she  be  not,  ere  long,  a  greater 
favourite  with  my  poor  Virginia,  thaa 


212      THE   republican's    MrSTKESS. 

any  person  she  has  ever  known  befor* 
— but  I  know  not  how  to  apologize 
to  Miss  De  Castro  (for  Mr.  Percival, 
by  Genevieve's  desire,  had  dropt  her 
title)  for  the  depredation  she  has 
made  upon  her  dress."  Genevieve 
desired  her  not  to  mention  such  a 
trifle,  and  her  ladyship  returned — 
*'  That  she  was  so  much  pleased  with 
Miss  De  Castro  herself,  that  term* 
should  not  part  them."  Mr.  Percival 
then  said — '*'That  he  wished  her  lady- 
ship to  understand,  that  Miss  De 
Castro  was  a  young  French  lady,  or 
rather,  by  birth,  a  Spanish  one,  who^e 
fannly  had  suffered  much  from  the 
revolution  ;  and  that  she  was  anxiou?: 
for  an  asylum  with  some  person  of 
rank,  till  she  could  be  restored  to  her 
friends — and  where  her  talents  would 
be  reckoned  an  equivalent  for  the  ad- 
dition she  would  make  to  the  famiK" : 
but  it  was  not  her  intention  to  receive* 
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any  further  emolument,  or  engago 
herself  as  a  dependent."  Lady 
Catherine,  bowing,  begged  Miss  De 
Castro's  pardon — adding,  "  she  should 
think  herself  honoured  by  her  so- 
ciety.'' 

It  was  then  settled  that  Genevieve 
should,  the  following  day,  take  up 
ho?  residence  in  Hanover  Square,  and, 
taking  leave  of  her  ladyship,  with 
Mr.  Percival,  she  returned  to  Brutorj 
Street. 
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CHAP.  V. 


But  passion  most  dissembles,  yet  betrays 
Even  by  its  darkness,  as  the  blackest  sky 
Foretells  the  heaviest  tempest ;   it  displays 
Jts  workings  through  the  vainly  guarded  eye. 

LORD    BYROJ? 


It  was  not  without  many  struggles 
with  her  feelings,  that  Genevieve 
accepted  a  situation  that  might  be 
termed  dependent  ;  however >  Mr. 
PercivaPs  kindness  had  attempted  to 
give  it  a  diiTcrent  air — and  during  the 
whole  of  the  day  that  she  vras  making 
preparations  for  her  removal,  she  was 
not  only  uneasy,  but  agitated  ;  she 
blushed  and  trembled,  though  alone^ 
at  the  ideas  which  crossed  her  mind-- 
the  humiliations  she  might  probably 
experience  from  the  hauteur  of  Ladr 
Catherine ;   but  recollecting  that  sh« 
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Was  not  obliged  to  remain  there  longer 
than  would  be  perfectly  agreeable, 
and  that  in  a  few  weeks  the  arrival  of 
Mr.  Ellis  might  probably  cause  a 
change  in  her  prospects,  she  wiped 
the  tears  from  her  cheeks,  and  endea- 
voured to  recover  her  tranquillity. 

In  the  evening  she    went  to  Mrs* 

PercivaPs,  whom  she  thanked  for  all 

the  kindnesses  she  had  received  from 

her,  but  she  found  that  lady  extremely 

averse  to  her  plan  of  residing  with 

Lady    Catherine,    and    she     warmly 

seconded  her  husband's  proposal  for 

her   to   remain    with    them,   till   th^ 

arrival  of  Mr.  Ellis ;   but  Genevieve 

was  steady  in  what  she  thought  was 

right,    and,    at    length,    they    reluc* 

tantly    dropt    all     opposition,    after 

making  her  promise,  that  should   her 

residence  with  her  ladyship  become 

irksome  to  her,  she  would  then  accept 

their  invitation. 
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The  following  morning,  Mr.  PeN 
civ^al  called  upon  her,  and  took  her  in 
his  carriage  to  her  ladyship's,  who 
received  her  with  a  kindness  and 
familiarity  that  made  her  appear,  in 
the  eyes  of  Genevieve,  a  very  different 
being  to  what  she  had  thought  her 
the  preceding  day.  Lady  Catherine 
was,  in  fact,  far  from  being  an  uri- 
amiable  woman,  but  pride  of  birth  was 
her  ruling  passion  ; — born  of  a  nobl» 
Scotch  family,  and  married  into  ano- 
ther, she  looked  back  upon  the  clana 
she  was  allied  to,  with  almost  regal 
pride  ;  and  she  treated  many  of  the 
English  nobility,  whom  she  termed 
"  people  of  yesterday,''  with  an  air 
of  superiority.  Mr.  Percival's  intro- 
duction of  Genevieve  had  given  her 
reason  to  suppose  that  she  was  of  no 
common  rank ;  the  name  of  "  De 
Castro,"  she  well  knew,  belonged  to 
the   first   family    in    Spain,   and   she 
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pleased  herself  with  think iig  that 
she  was  selected  as  the  protectress 
of  a  noble  hpuse  in  distress  ; — conse- 
quently, her  behaviour  to  Gene- 
vieve was  kind,  and  divested  of  that 
haughtiness  she  constantly  assumed 
towards  those  she  termed  "  Plebians." 
When  Mr.  Percival  departed^  Lady 
Catherine  accompanied  Genevieve  to 
the  apartment  of  Virginia,  who  re- 
ceived her  with  a  smile  of  recognition, 
and,  during  her  stay,  addressed  her 
several  times  in  terms  of  playfulness, 
which  had  more  of  childishness  than 
idiotism,  and  Genevieve  could  not 
help  imagining  that  the  lovely  recluse 
had  been  misconceived,  and  that  ex- 
treme simplicity,  not  silliness,  was  her 
characteristic — but  time  showed  to 
her  the  fallibility  of  her  judgm.cnt— 
the  mind  of  the  unfortunate  Virginia 
was  indeed  a  blank,  with  some  slight 
gleams  of  intellect — which  appeared 

VOL.  lU.  L 
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to  give  the  unhappy  girl  herself  some 
ideas  of  her  wretched  state  ;  as  they 
were  generally  followed  by  fits  of  dis- 
traction, which  those  who  loved  her 
v/ere  happy  to  perceive  subsiding  into 
her  usual  imbecility. 

Upon  retiring  from  her  apartments. 
Lady  Catherine  summoned  a  female 
servant,  whom,  she  told  Genevieve, 
she  was  hereafter  to  consider  as  her 
own  attendant ;  she  then  retired, 
saying,  that  they  should  not  meet 
again  till  dinner— and  Genevieve  fol- 
lowed the  wom.an  to  the  apartments 
appropriated  to  her  own  use  ;  which 
she  found  consisted  of  a  very  elegant 
bed-room  and  dressing-room,  with  a 
smaller  one  fitted  up  for  the  accom- 
modation of  her  maid  : — her  trunks 
she  found  all  disposed  in  order,  and, 
giving  the  servant  the  keys,  she  occu- 
pied herself  in  dressing — and  as  soon 
as  it  was  concluded,  she  dismissed  her 
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attendant,  and  sitting  down,  drew 
from  her  pocket  a  billet,  which  Mr. 
Percival  at  the  moment  of  taking 
leave  had  put  into  her  hands,  saying, 
that  it  was  only  instructions  for  her 
future  conduct,  and  required  no  answer ; 
breaking  the  seal  she  perceived  that  it 
inclosed  a  note  for  the  same  sum  that 
she  had  before  received,  with  merely 
a  memorandum  in  the  letter  of  the 
payment  of  her  quarterly  allowance  : 
surprized  and  uneasy,  she  sat  for  seve- 
ral minutes  gazing  at  the  note  in  silence; 
she  knew  she  had  no  claim  to  such  an 
allowance,  and  she  determined  not  to 
contract  a  debt  it  might  never  be  in 
her  power  to  repay  ;  she  therefore, 
placed  the  note  in  her  pocket-book, 
resolved  to  return  it  to  the  generous; 
donor  the  first  opportunity. 

When  she  descended  to  the  dinner- 
parlour   she    found  several   strangers? 
assembled,  to  whom  Lady  Catherine 
L  2 
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introduced  her,  with  the  greatest  po- 
liteness; but  Genevieve  felt  herself 
under  considerable  constraint:  the  con- 
versation of  Mr.  Percival,  in  compli- 
ment to  her,  had  ahvays  been  carried 
on  in  French,  whenever  she  made  one 
of  the  company  ;  therefore,  although 
she  had  been  indefatigable  in  the  study 
of  the  English  language,  she  had  sel^ 
dom  spoken  it  to  any  one  but  her  ser- 
vant, and  she  felt  herself  much  embar- 
rassed by  the  half  concealed  smiles  her 
indifferent  pronunciation  of  it  drew 
from  the  ladies,  and  the  affected  ad- 
miration of  the  gentlemen*  Lady 
Catherine,  observing  her  uneasiness, 
kindly  endeavoured  to  lessen  it  by 
saying  "that  she  was  acquainted,  with 
a  French  gentleman  who  had  been 
many  months  in  England,  yet  had  not 
made  so  great  a  progress  as  herself  in 
the  language,  and  which  indeed,  all 
foreigners  agreed  in  saying,  v/as  ex- 
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tremely  difficult."  "  Oh/'  replied  a 
young'  lady  present,  ''  I  suppose  your 
ladyship  means  my  French  teacher. 
Monsieur  La  Valliere,he  indeed  speaks 
it  extremely  ill ;  but  he  always  appears 
so  silent  and  full  of  grief  for  the  loss 
of  his  native  country,  that  I  verily 
believe  he  does  not  attempt  to  learn;, 
but  thinks  onlv  of  himself." 

At  the  name  of  La  Valliere,  Gene- 
vieve turned  pale,  could  it  be  possible 
that  this  was  the  son  of  the  Countess 
La  Valliere,  whose  flight  had  brought 
both  his  parents  to  the  scaffold !  and 
her  emotion  prevented  her  from  speak>- 
ing  for  several  minutes ;  but  Lady 
Catherine,  perceiving  her  uneasiness, 
inquired  if  she  was  ill ;  she  replied  in  the 
negative,  saying  the  name  of  La  Val- 
liere was  that  of  a  deceased  friend, 
and  the  idea  that  this  might  be  her 
son,  had  caused  her  agitation,  as  she 
knew  that  gentleman  was  an  emigrant 
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and  in  England.  Lady  Catherine- 
replied,  if  she  wished  to  satisfy  her 
doubts,  the  house  was  her  own,  and 
any  friend  of  her's  would  be  welcome 
that  she  chose  to  invite  as  a  visitor. 
Emboldened  by  this  kindness,  she 
replied,  that  it  was  her  fortune  to  be 
with  his  mother  when  she  was  torn 
from  her  house  to  be  imprisoned  by 
the  Convention,  that  she  revered  her 
memory,  and  it  was,  perhaps,  in  her 
power  to  give  the  son  some  particu- 
lars of  her  fate,  which  he  might  not 
be  yet  acquainted  with: — the  young 
lady  who  had  before  spoken,  then 
politely  offered  to  give  Monsieur  her 
address  when  next  he  called  upon  her, 
and  inform  him  of  her  reasons  for 
wishingtoseehim ;  Genevieve  thanked 
her,  accepted  the  offer,  and  the  sub- 
ject was  relinquished  for  more  desul- 
tory conversation  ;  but,  it  dwelt  with  a 
weight  of  anguish  in  the  breast  of  Gene- 


THE    REPDBLICAn's    MISTRESS.       223 

vieve  :  the  last  of  the  respectable  house 
of  La  Valliere  was  obliped  to  teach 
for  bread  in  a  foreign  land,  where 
he  was  unknown,  and  a  stranger  even 
to  the  language,  and  it  grieved  her  that 
she  had  it  not  in  her  power  to  return 
him  that  protection  she  had  received 
when  in  her  utmost  need  fromhis  parent. 
The  following  morning,  she  accept- 
ed Lady  Catherine's  offer  of  the  use  of 
the  chariot,  and  drove  to  Mr.  Perci- 
val's.  Mrs.  Percival  was  from  home, 
but  she  found  the  worthy  banker  so 
much  hurt  and  offended  at  her  refusal 
of  the  note,  that  she  reluctantly  con- 
sented to  receive  it,  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  he  would  not  attempt  to 
present  her  with  another,  even  should 
Mr.  Ellis's  absence  be  extended  be- 
yond the  utmost  limits  of  the  time 
they  could  suppose  it  would  be.  Re- 
turning home,  she  found  a  card  had 
been  left  for  her  with  the  name  of 
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LaValliere  on  it;  not  supposing  that  she 
should  have  seen  him  so  soon^  she  felt 
vexed  at  having  been  absent ;  but  her 
own  maid,  Vt7ho  had  spoken  to  him^ 
said,  that  the  gentleman  would  call 
again  ij;i  the  evening,  ^he  gave  parti- 
cular orders  that  he  might  be  admitted, 
and  Lady  Catherine  being  engaged 
with  a  party  to  the  opera,  from  which 
she  had  begged  to  be  excused,  she 
knew  that  they  should  have  full  time 
for  their  interview^  before  she  returned. 
She  dined  alone  with  her  ladyship, 
who  treated  her  with  the  utmost  kind- 
ness, and  when  she  retired  to  put  on 
some  additional  ornaments  before  she 
departed, Genevieve  v^^ent  to  the  apart- 
ment of  Virginia,  where  she  remained 
till  informed  that  Monsieur  La  Yal-^ 
liere  was  in  the  drawing-room  :  she 
immediately  hastened  to  him,  and 
found  a  tall  fine  looking  young  man 
dressed  in  a  suit  of  black,  which  looked 
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much  more  respectable  by  the  light  of 
the  wax  tapers,  than  it  would  have 
done  in  the  glare  of  day  ;  but,  his  like- 
ness to  his  mother  was  so  v^ery  striking 
that  irhe  had  scai^cely  any  occasion  to 
question  him  as  to  the  identity  of  his 
person,  and  his  answers  soon  con- 
vinced her,  that  he  was  the  Count  La 
VaJliere  :  she  found  that  he  had  re- 
ceived no  information  concerning  his 
parents,  except  what  he  had  collec- 
ted from  the  public  prints,  which  had 
mentioned  their  deaths,  but  he  still 
cherished  a  hope  that  the  intelligence 
was  erroneous,  and  it  gave  much  pain 
to  Genevieve  to  be  forced  to  destroy 
those  hopes_^  which  she  did  by  a  reci- 
tal of  their  journey  from  Lectaure  to 
Paris,  and  the  list  which  had  fallen 
into  her  hands  only  two  days  after 
they  were  separated ;  but,  she  was 
very  careful  to  conceal  from  him  the 
declaration  of  his  mother,  that  im 
u6 
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flight  had  occasioned  the  arrest  of  his 
father,  by  which  rash  step  he  had  un- 
intentionally become  a  parricide,  yet 
he  was  so  overwhelmed  with  anguish 
at  her  recital,  that  Genevieve  was 
obliged  to  stiffle  her  own  feelings,  and 
endeavour  to  soothe  his  excessive  irri- 
tation ;  but  for  a  long  time  she  was 
unsuccessful,  his  feelings  were  of  the 
most  vivid  cast,  and  beyond  controul ; 
and  this  undoubted  confirmation  of  his 
dreadful  loss,  affected  him  almost  to 
madness.  So  engaged  were  they  in 
discourse,  that  they  did  not  hear  the 
knock  at  the  door,  which  announced 
Lady  Catherine's  retUrn,  and  they 
started  with  surprize  when  the  door 
of  the  apartment  was  thrown  open, 
and  her  ladyship  entered  ;  perceiving 
how  they  were  engaged,  she  would 
have  retired,  had  not  Genevieve, 
hoping  that  the  presence  of  an  entire 
stranger  would  be  some  restraint  upon 
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his  feelings,  approached  her,  and 
begged  leave,  to  introduce  to  herLewis, 
Count  La  Valliere  ;  the  title  of  Count 
surprized  her  ladyship,  as  she  had  only 
heard  him  mentioned  as  a  French 
teacher,  but,  aware  of  the  change  of 
fortunes  in  the  French  noblesse,  she 
immediately  concluded  he  had  adapted 
his  title  to  his  situation,  and  received 
him  with  the  greatest  politeness,  as 
poverty  was  no  bar  to  the  attaining 
her  countenance,  if  their  family  was 
unblemished. 

The  Count's  manners  and  person 
were  uncommonly  elegant,  and,  en- 
deavouring to  subdue  his  agitation, 
he  entered  into  conversation  with  her 
ladyship,  whose  mind  being  perfectly 
at  ease  was  all  mirth  and  hilarity  ; 
and  she  pressed  the  Count  to  stay  and 
partake  of  their  supper,  which  he  con- 
sented to,  and  it  was  immediately 
served  up.     Before  it  was  over,  Go- 
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nevieve  with  pleasure  perceived  that 
the  spirits  of  the  Count  had  recovered 
from  their  depression^  and  that  he  was 
animated  and  even  gay  when  he  de- 
parted :  Lady  Catherine  gave  him  a 
general  invitation  to  her  house,  and  a 
particular  one,  to  a  large  dinner-party 
in  the  following  week ;  the  Count 
hesitated  and  blushed,  but  after  an 
instant's  deliberation  politely  accepted 
her  offer,  and  took  his  leave.  When 
he  bad  quitted  the  room  her  ladyship 
declared  herself  highly  pleased  both 
with  his  person,  and  manners,  and 
requested  if  it  was  not  a  secret  to  be 
informed  of  his  family ;  this  Gene- 
vieve complied  with  by  relating  her 
journey  with  her  journey  with  his 
mother,  and  as  she  could  not  do  so- 
without  explaining  her  own  motives 
for  the  disguise  she  had  then  assumed 
— she  gave  her  ladyship  a  brief  history 
of  her  own  hfe,  whicli  affected  her  even. 
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to  tears,  and  with  great  kindness  she 
desired  her  to  consider  herself  as  much 
her  daughter  as  Virginia  herself,  and 
to  look  upon  her  house  as  her  home^ 
till  it  should  please  the  Providence  that 
had  afflicted  her,  to  restore  her  to  one 
of  her  own.  Genevieve  thanked  her 
in  suitable  terms  for  her  generosity, 
and  as  it  was  late  they  retired  to  their 
separate  apartments. 

The  following  day  was  occupied 
both  by  Lady  Catherine  and  Gene- 
vieve in  shopping,  and  giving  direc- 
tions for  dresses  to  be  made  against  the 
day  of  ladyship's  dinner-party,  which 
was  to  be  very  splendid  ;  and  Gene- 
vieve appropriated  a  great  part  of  the 
note  she  had  so  lately  received  in 
making  purchases,  which  would  place 
her  in  the  article  of  adornment,  upon 
a  level  with  her  company. 

Upon  the  day  of  the  expected 
party,    the    Count  La    Valleiro   was 
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among  the  first  that  arrived,  and 
Genevieve  was  agreeably  surprized  to 
behold  him  dressed  with  the  greatest 
elegance,  in  a  suit  of  black,  with  every 
ornamental  embellishment  of  a  gentle- 
man; she  had  felt  much  uneasiness  upon 
account  of  his  appearance  the  evening 
she  first  saw  him,  and  had  construed 
his  blush,  when  he  received  her  lady- 
ship's invitation,  into  a  consciousne.«« 
of  inability  to  appear  as  became  his 
rank ;  and  she  had  more  than  once 
wished  that  she  knew  his  address,  that 
she  might  transmit  to  him  part  of  her 
little  wealth,  but  she  knew  not  how 
to  make  the  inquiry,  lest  her  motives 
should  be  misconstrued ;  and  she  was 
now  much  delighted  in  observing  that 
her  anxiety  had  been  superfluous. 

During  dinner  he  was  placed  at  a 
distance  from  her,  but  Genevieve 
observed  with  some  surprize  that  his 
eyes  were  constantly  fixed  upon  her 
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with  an  expression  of  more  than  com- 
mon interest  in  their  glances,  and  she 
grew  confused,  as  she  perceived  Lady 
Catherine  noticed  it  likewise,  and  was 
stately  and  reserved  upon  making  the 
discovery. 

During  the  evening,  as  both  the 
Count  and  herself  refused  cards, 
chance  placed  them  near  each  other, 
where  they  could  converse  without 
being  overheard. 

*'  My  lovely  friend,"  said  the 
Count  in  a  low  voice,  "  how  have  I 
longed  for  this  opportunity  of  speaking 
to  you,  to  express  my  thanks,  and  my 
gratitude  for  the  peculiar  interest  you 
have  so  kindly  taken  in  my  concerns* 
Genevieve,  supposing  he  meant  her 
having  sought  him  for  the  purpose  of 
explaining  his  mother's  fate ;  sighed 
OS  she  replied  that  she  had  merely 
acted  as  became  one,  linked  with  him 
in  misfortune,  and  as  she  supposed  he 
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would  have  done,  had  their  situations 
been  reversed  ;  he  therefore  owed  her 
neither  gratitude  nor  thanks,  and  she 
hoped  he  would  not  oppress  her  by  a 
repetition  of  the  word. 

**•  I  will  not,"  he  added,  seizing" 
her  hand  and  pressing  it  to  his  lips, 
"  adored  Genevieve,  I  will  not  express 
what  I  feel ;  but  pardon  me,  if  my 
looks  cannot  be  restrained ;  the 
generosity  you  have  evinced  (for  it 
can  be  none  but  you)  has  penetrated 
my  soul,  and  my  life  itself  is  at  your 
devotion." 

At  this  instant  a  move  was  made  at 
the  card-tables,  and  Genevieve  was 
requested  to  join  the  party,  when 
Lady  Catherine  prevented  her  answer- 
ing, by  saying  with  an  air  of  pique,. 
*'  Oh,  pray  don't  press  the  young 
lady,  you  perceive  she  is  more  agreea- 
bly engaged." 

This  speech,  which  drew  the  ey©« 
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of  all  upon  Genevieve,  l^rought  a 
blush  into  her  cheek,  but  she  was  too 
much  occupied  by  thinking  of  what 
the  Count  had  said,  to  pay  much 
attention  to  the  ill-natured  sneer  of 
her  ladyship,  or  remark  the  alteration 
of  her  manner ;  she  was  convinced 
there  was  some  mystery  couched 
beneath  the  Count's  free  address,  and, 
as  the  card  tables  were  soon  occupied 
in  attending  to  the  game,  she  said,  « 
''  pardon  me.  Count  La  Valjiere,  if  I 
wish  you  to  explain  to  what  peculiar 
act  of  generosity  you  allude ;  believe 
me,  you  have  no  obligations  to  me, 
unless  you  term  the  single  act  of 
seeking  your  acquaintance  one." 

The  Count  looked  in  her  face  with 
a  gaze  of  scrutiny  and  surprise,  and 
dropping  her  hand,  which  he  had 
seized  when  she  began  to  speak,  he 
$aid  "  I  fear  I  have  offended  you. 
Lady    Genevieve,    it    was    not    my 
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infentiou  to  speak  upon  the  subject, 
but  my  feelings  hurried  me  out  of 
myself;  do  not  think  vanity  had  any 
share  in  my  conduct ;  by  heaven  !  I 
would  rather  die  than  breathe  your 
disinterested  conduct  to  any  ear  but 
your  own ;  nor  should  I  have  been 
coxcomb  enough  to  presume  upon 
your  favour,  without  such  encourage- 
ment as  could  make  me  believe  that 
you  would  not  be  offended  at  my 
forgetting  the  difference  of  our  situa^ 
tion/' 

"  Gracious  heaven  !  "  exclaimed 
Genevieve  "  to  what  do  you  refer? 
I  assure  you  I  have  neither  directly 
nor  indirectly  given  you  any  other 
encouragement,  than  what  you  re- 
ceived from  me  the  only  time  we 
ever  met  before  ;  and  I  leave  it  to 
yourself  to  judge,  if  that  was  of  a 
nature  to  warrant  your  present  con- 
duct," Your  ingenuous  countenance/' 
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said  the  Count,  '^  puts  the  seal  of  truth 
to  your  words,  I  have  erred  most 
widely ;  yet  who  but  yourself  could 
possibly  feel  an  interest  in  the  fate  of 
go  forlorn  a  being  as  myself?  Pardon 
me,  Lady  Genevieve,  if  I  ask  you  one 
question,  did  you  never  write  to  me  ?'* 
Never,"  replied  Genevieve  with  sur- 
prize ;  "  sure  no  one  can  have  assumed 
my  name,  and  made  me  suspected  of 
a  conduct  so  unbecoming  of  my  sex 
and  age."  '^  No  one,"  he  hastily  inter- 
rupted, "  but  I  have  gone  too  far  not 
to  be  forced  to  explain  the  whole,  and, 
stealing  a  folded  paper  into  her  hand 
without  being  observed,  he  said  : 
^'  read  that  as  soon  you  can  possibly 
find  an  opportunity,  it  enclosed  a  note 
for  fifty  pounds,  and  deem  me  not  a 
puppy,  when  I  say  I  was  enraptured, 
as  I  supposed  it  came  from  you." 

Genevieve  took  the  first  opportunity 
of   quitting  the   card-room,    and   of 
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examining  in  an  ante-chamber,  the  bil- 
let the  Comit  had  given  her,  which  con- 
tained as  follows  :  "  Fortune  does  not 
always  shower  her  gifts  upon  the  most 
worthy  ;  your  present  situation  is  a 
proof  of  the  truth  of  this  adage  ;  but  a 
man  who  like  you  possesses  unsullied, 
the  noble  blood  of  his  ancestors,  should 
never  crouch  beneath  calamity :  the 
above-mentioned  goddess  is  a  female, 
and  your  merits  have  taken  the  band- 
age from  her  brow,  she  likewise 
favours  the  bold-^-but  must  be  sought 
before  she  is  won." 

There  was  no  signature,  and  Gene- 
vieve held  it  for  several  minutes  in  her 
hand,  before  she  discovered  that  the 
writing  bore  a  resemblance  to  that 
of  Lady  Catherine  ;  she  immediately 
procured  one  of  her  message-cards, 
and  it  was  exactly  the  same  :  surprize 
struck  her  mute,  and  she  stood  com- 
paring them,  when  the  Count  entered 
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the  room  hastily ;  she  dropt  the  card 
fearing  he  would  observe  the  simila- 
rity, as  she  had  no  idea  that  Lady 
Catherine  Iiad  any  other  view  than 
that  of  delicately  relieving  the  dis- 
tress of  a  worthy  young  man  sunk  by 
misfortunes  beneath  his  rank  :  he  has- 
tily approached,  exclaiming  ''  can  you, 
Lady  Genevieve  pardon  the  mistake  I 
lay  under,  and  point  out  to  me  the  per- 
son of  the  generous  lovely  writer  ?"  '^  I 
can  easily  forgive  your  mistake,"  she 
replied,  '^  but  as  to  the  writer,  pardon 
me.  Count,  if  I  am  doubtful  whether 
she  would  thank  me  for  the  discovery, 
if  it  was  in  my  power,  but  I  really  am 
as  ignorant  as  ypurself,  for  as  there  is 
not  any  name  affixed,  it  must  all  de- 
pend upon  conjecture ;  I  only  solemnly 
assure  you  that  I  am  not  the  person.'^ 
"  I  must  believe  you,"  he  replied ; 
''  yet  you  know  not  how  sweet  a  der 
lusion  you   have  dispersed." — Gene- 
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vieve  was  quitting  the  spot  to  avoid 
any  farther  explanation,  when  he  per- 
ceived the  card,  which,  supposing  shu 
had  dropped,  he  stooped  and  took  up 
to  restore  to  her ;  Genevieve  w^ith  a 
face  the  colour  of  crimson  stretched 
out  her  hand  exclaiming,  "  Oh,  pray, 
pray,  give  it  me — indeed  you  must- 
look  at  it,"  but  it  was  too  late,  the  wri- 
ting had  caught  his  eye,  and  was  so 
peculiar  that  it  carried  conviction  in- 
stantly to  his  heart.  Genevieve's 
agitation  and  anxiety  too,  about  such 
an  apparent  trifle  told  him  she  had 
made  the  discovery  as  well  as  himself, 
and  pressing  the  card  to  his  lips,  he 
said,  "  fear  me  not,  Lady  Genevieve, 
1  have  obtained  the  secret,  but  pru- 
dence will  prevent  my  betra^nng  it :" 
and  placing  the  card  and  the  letter  in 
his  bosom,  he  hastily  returned  to  the 
company,  w^hilst  Genevieve  sunk  into 
a  chair  where  she  remained  several 
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minutes    before    she    could    summon 
sufficient  resolution  to  follow  him  ;  as 
she  feared  his  impetuosity  would  be» 
tray  his  discovery  of  her  generosity  to 
her  ladyship^  and  that  her  pride  taking 
the  alarm,  she  would  forbid  him  her 
house.     But  Genevieve's  terrors  were 
groundless,    Lady    Catherine's   heart 
was  not  so  steeled  by  pride,  but  that 
it  surrendered  itself  at  the  first  inter- 
view to  the  interesting  young  French- 
man; she  endeavoured  to  persuade  her- 
self that  it  w^as  pity  alone  caused  her  to 
dwell  upon  his  idea,  and  accordinglyshe 
found  means  to  discover  his  abode, and 
have  conveyed  to  him,  the  note,  with- 
out the  aid  of  which,  she  truly  sur- 
mised he  would  not  be  able  to  join  her 
party.     Her  heart  vibrated  with  rap- 
ture when  she  beheld  the  elegance  of 
his  appearance,  and  saw  hov/  his  man- 
ner eclipsed  those  of  the  men  by  whom 
she  was  surrounded,  but  love  isalwavisr 
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the  harbinger  of  jealousy,  and  when 
she  perceived  his  pointed  attentions  to 
Genev^ieve,  her  pride  was  aroused  and 
urged  her  to  display  looks  of  scorn 
and  contempt,  w^hich  surprised,  as 
well  mortified,  the  innocent  object  of 
her  anger. 

When  she  returned  to  the  card^ 
room,  Genevieve  cast  an  apprehen- 
sive look  around  for  the  Count,  and 
beheld  him  leaning  over  the  back  of 
Lady  Catherine's  chair,  who  was  talk- 
ing to  him  with  animation,  till  at 
length  her  partner  complaining  of  her 
inattention,  she  threv/  up  her  cards, 
saying,  "she  had  such  horrid  luck  she 
would  play  no  more,  and,  seating  her- 
self upon  a  sofa,  slie  sent  the  Count, 
totheante-chamber,where  the  refresh- 
ments were  to  fetch  her  a  glass  of  ice, 
declaring  she  hated  to  be  interrupted 
by  men-servants  every  instant;  and 
when  he  brought  it  to  her,  she  devoted 
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lierself  to  him  so  exclusively^  that  no 
person  ventured  to  interrupt  their  con- 
versation, which  was  carried  on  in  a 
low  tone  of  voice  with  great  apparent 
earnestness  :  and  Genevieve  wondered 
how  the  Count,  who,  not  an  hour 
before  had  appeared  so  enraptured 
with  herself  could  so  rapidly  conquer 
his  feelings  as  even  to  forget  she  was 
present,  and  devote  all  his  attention  to 
another.  But  Genevieve  forgot  that  the 
Count  was  poor,  and  grateful  ;  Lady 
Catherine  handsome,  rich,  a  widow, 
and  only  four-and-thirty  years  of  age. 
In  the  course  of  the  evening.  Lady 
Catherine  so  far  relaxed  in  her  atten- 
tions to  the  Count,  as  to  apologize  to 
Genevieve  for  her  sarcastic  speech 
in  the  card-room,  adding  that  she 
had  just  then  a  run  of  ill-luck  which 
had  put  her  out  of  temper,  and 
the  genius  of  gaming  must  plead  her 
excuse.    Genevieve,  truly  replied  that 

,  VOL.  III.  M 
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she  had  forgotten  the  circumstance, 
and  harmony  was  restored. 

From  that  day  the  Count  La  Val- 
liere  was  a  constant  visitor  at  Lady 
Catherine  Pennant's,  to  whom  he  was 
soon  a  declared  admirer  ;  nor  was  the 
disparity  so  great  as  to  cause  much 
astonishment :  the  Count  was  not 
more  than  five  years  younger  than  her 
ladyship,  his  family  as  ancient,  and 
before  the  Revolution,  as  wealthy  : — 
but  that  event  had  robbed  him  of  all 
except  honour,  and  Lady  Catherine 
thought  that  and  his  handsome  per- 
son an  equivalent  for  all  she  could 
bestow. 

Affairs  were  in  this  train,  when 
Genevieve  received  a  note  from  Mr. 
Percival,  informing  her  that  Mr.  Ellis 
w^as  arrived  in  England,  and  a  day  was 
appointed  for  opening  the  will  of  the 
deceased  Sir  James.  Genevieve  was 
delighted  at  the  idea  of  her  suspense 
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being  terminated  ;  and   upon  the  ap- 
pointed  day  drove     in   high    spirits 
to  the  houise  of  Mr.  Percival,  accom- 
panied     by      Lady     Catherine    and 
the    County    Lady   Catherine   kindly 
saying,  that  Mr.   Ellis  should  see  the 
protegee  of  Sir  James  was  not  friend- 
less, if  she  was  forgotten  in  the  distri- 
bution  of    his  wealth.      When    Mr. 
Ellis  arrived,  Genevieve  was  not  sur- 
prized that  he  had  been  no  favourite 
of  her  protector  ;  his  manners   were 
proud  and    sullen    to    a  degree,    and 
though   he   knew   the  rank  of  Lady 
Catherine,  he  scarcely  deigned  a  bow 
of  recognition,  but  throwing  himself 
into  a  chair,  waited  in  silence  the  open- 
ing of  the  will.     Sir  James's  steward, 
(a  worthy  old  man  of  the  name  of 
Parsons)  who  had  been  sent  for  to 
town  by  Mr.  Percival,  after  the  seals 
had  been  carefully   examined,  broke 
them^  and  read  the  contents  of  the 
M   2 


m      THE  republican's    MISTRESS. 

will,  After  the  usual  preamble,  devi- 
sing the  entailed  estates  to  the  male 
heir,  the  whole  of  his  personals,  with 
the  eistate  in  the  west  of  England,  w^as 
given  with  his  blessing  to  his  adopted 
child,  the  Lady  Genevieve  De  Castro, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  legacies 
to  his  servants,  and  a  ring  to  his  old 
friend  Samuel  Percival. — x\s  soon  as 
the  will  was  finished,  Mr.  Ellis  rose 
from  his  chair,  saying,  "  I  expected 
this  injustice.  Sir  James  was  always 
surrounded  w^ith  parasites,  and  the 
family  is  impoverished  to  enrich  a 
foreign  beggar/'  Mr.  Percival,  start- 
ing from  his  chair,  replied  "  Sir  Wil- 
liam Ellis,  (so  I  must  now  reluctantly 
call  you,)  this  house  is  your  protec- 
tion, but  after  such  language  you  can 
no  longer  be  a  welcome  guest  within 
it ;  you  were  never  a  favourite  with 
my  deceased  friend,  but  I  knew  not 
till  now  how^  just  was  his  judgement ; 
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she  whom  you  style  parasite  and  beg- 
gar, is  an  honour  to  the  country  that 
gave  her  birth — misfortunes  threw 
her  into  the  way  of  my  friend^,  who 
has  rewarded  her  virtues  as  he  ought, 
for  he  had  penetration  enough  to  dis- 
cover, that  she  was  a  jewel  worth 
more  than  all  his  tribe."  Sir  William 
Ellis,  with  a  sneer,  then  said,  he 
wished  them  all  joy  of  the  discovery, 
as  he  should  not  attempt  to  rob  them 
of  their  jewel,  and  instantly  stalked 
from  the  room  without  deigning  far- 
ther notice. 

Genevieve,  whom  his  cruel  and  un- 
manly insult  had  dissolved  in  tears, 
was  now  surrounded  by  all,  and  their 
congratulations  soon  abated  her  sor- 
row, and  made  her  forget  the  cause. 
The  steward  declaring  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  remain  with  the  heir 
of  the  family,  Mr.  Percival  recom- 
mended him  to  Genevieve  as  an  at- 
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tached   and    honest    man ;    and    she 
leaving  every  thing  to  his  decision,  he 
immediately  engaged  the  old  man  as 
her  steward,  saying,  in  a  few  days  he 
would  give  him  his  instructions,  and 
despatch  him  to  the   estate,  now  the 
Lady  Genevieve's,  which  was  situated 
near  Bath,   and  called  Bloom    Hall. 
Mrs.  Percival  then  pressed  Lady  Ca- 
therine   and    her    friends   to    remain 
where  they  were  and  dine,  w^hich  her 
ladyship,  to  oblige  Genevieve,   very 
politely   complied  with ;  and   it  was 
arranged  that  Genevieve  should  re- 
main an  inmate  of  Lady  Catherine's 
house  till  the  marriage  between  the 
Count  and  her  ladyship  took  place, 
when  they  wn:)uld  accompany  her  to 
Bloom,  Hall   and  be  in  return  for  a 
short  time  her  guests. 

The  day  passed  in  the  utmost  happi- 
ness, for  ceremony  was  banished  and 
each  person  that  composed  the  com- 
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pany  was  either  in  possession  or  ex- 
pectation of  the  supremest  earthly 
good  they  hoped  for,  Genevieve  alone 
excepted,  for  in  the  midst  of  their  con- 
gratulations her  mind  reverted  to  Fer- 
dinand; nearly  six  months  had  passed 
since  she  parted  from  him  in  Spain, 
and  she  thought  it  improbable  that  he 
should  have  passed  more  than  half 
that  time  in  the  search  of  Jaques,  yet 
she  had  not  even  heard  from  him,  and 
as  the  smallest  doubt  of  the  constancy 
of  his  attachment  never  entered  her 
mind,  she  began  to  fear  that  death 
had  separated  them  for  ever  :  it  was 
true  his  name  had  never  been  made 
public,  yet  so  many  fell  in  different 
parts  of  France  by  the  fury  of  the 
mobs,  whose  persons  were  totally  un- 
known to  them,  that  as  the  idea  had 
once  intruded  itself,  she  endeavoured  in 
vain  to  banish  it  from  her  thoughts;  and 
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her  evident  pensiveness  was  the  only 
allay  to  the  happmess  of  her  friends. 

In  less  than  a  fortnight  after  the 
opening  of  the  will,  Lady  Catherine 
Pennant  was  united  to  the  Count  Le 
Valliere,  who  thus  became  possessed 
of  an  almost  princely  fortune ;  but 
her  ladyship,  although  she  had  mar- 
ried the  man  of  her  choice,  was  not  so 
imprudent  as  to  sacrifice  all  for  love, 
or  injure  the  welfare  of  her  unfortunate 
child  : — the  most  liberal  settlements 
were  made  upon  herself,  and  twenty 
thousand  pounds  secured  to  Virginia, 
Mr.  Percival  being  constituted  joint 
guardian  with  herself,  both  of  Virgi- 
nia's person  and  property  ;  thus  put- 
ting it  out  of  her  own  power  to  wrong 
the  fruit  of  her  first  marriage  should 
a  second  weaken  her  attachment 
towards  it. 

Lady    Catherine^   who   would  not 


give  the  worl4  the  most  distant  cause 
to  suppose  her  ashamed  of  the  choice 
she  had  made,  had  the  wedding  kept 
with  a  degree  of  splendor  and  publi- 
city she  would  otherwise  have  avoided ; 
an  elegant  new  chariot  was  launched 
upon  the  occasion,  and  Genevieve, 
whose  inheritance  from  Sir  James 
Ellis  amounted  to  nearly  six  thousand 
a  year,  had  a  carriage  built,  adorned 
with  the  united  arms  of  De  Castro 
and  Humeires  in  a  lozenge,  as  an 
heiress,  in  which  she  attended  the 
happy  couple  to  St.  George's,  Hano- 
ver Square,  and  as  soon  as  the  cere- 
mony was  over,  they  left  the  metro- 
polis for  Bloom  Hall ;  the  Count  and 
the  new  made  Countess  in  their  own 
chariot,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Percival,  Gene- 
vieve and  Miss  Warfordinthenew  car- 
riage of  the  heiress,  and  the  attendants 
in  a  travelling-coach  of  Mr.  Per- 
cival's. 

M  5 
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Bloom  Hall  was  situated  most  de- 
lightfully within  three  miles  of  Bath, 
and  was  a  peculiar  favourite  residence 
of  the  lost  Sir  James  and  his  lady,  as 
the  country  round  was  uncommonly 
delightful,  and  the  city  boasted  every 
amusement  the  metropolis  itself  could 
bestow. — As  the  carriages  drove  up 
the  sw^eep  to  the  house,  Genevieve  be- 
held the  venerable  steward  Parsons, 
standing  on  the  steps  of  the  hall-door 
to  bid  them  welcome  ;  but,  the  big 
tear  stood  in  his  aged  eye  and  rolled 
rapidly  down  his  cheek,  when  Gene- 
vieve, whose  emotion  prevented  her 
utterance,  held  out  her  hand  to  him, 
w^iich  the  old  man  put  to  his  lips,  ex- 
claiming, "  Forgive  me,  Madame,  but 
indeed,  indeed,  I  cannot  conquer  it, 
you  know  what  I  have  lost,  and  must 
forgive  me."  "  Your  lady  honour^ 
you  for  it ;"  replied  the  Countess,  '^  but 
you  see  her  agitation  is  as  great  as 
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your  own^  retire  for  the  present  then, 
and  remain  assured  you  will  have  as 
much  cause  to  bless  your  present  mis- 
tress, as  to  regret  those  you  have 
lost."  The  worthy  old  man  without 
answering,  bowed  and  withdrew,  and 
they  were  ushered  into  an  apartment 
fitted  up  with  the  utmost  elegance 
and  simplicity  blended ;  and  when 
Genevieve,  struggling  to  command 
her  feelings,  bade  them  welcome  to  a 
house  that  was  not  more  her  own 
than  their's,  and  where  the  greatest 
happiness  she  could  feel  must  ac- 
crue from  her  endeavours  to  repay  the 
countless  obligations  she  was  under  to 
those  who  now  honoured  her  with 
their  presence  : — Mrs.  Percival,  spor- 
tively putting  her  hand  before  her 
mouth  said,  ''  if  she  mentioned  the 
word  obligation  again,  she  must  ab- 
solutely order  the  carriage,  and  return 
from  whence  she  came,  as  she  had  an 
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unaccountable  aversion  to  the  term  ; 
Genevieve  smiling,  promised  not  to 
offend  in  future,  and  by  degrees  the 
party  recovered  their  tranquillity. 

The  day  passed  cheerfully,  and  the 
following  morning,  being  recovered 
from  their  fatigue,  they  employed 
themselves  in  examining  the  house 
and  grounds,  which  were  beautiful 
and  extensive  ;  and  Genevieve  occu- 
pied great  part  of  the  morning  in 
giving  directions  for  arranging  of 
the  apartments  designed  for  Vir- 
ginia, who  was  to  follow  them  by 
easy  stages,  as  the  Countess  wished 
her  to  try  the  effect  of  the  Bath  and 
Bristol  waters.  In  the  course  of  the 
day  she  arrived,  and  as  soon  as  she 
beheld  Genevieve,  she  flew  delighted 
towards  her,  as  she  had  apparently 
formed  a  great  attachment  for  hei% 
which  Genevieve  wished  to  encourage^ 
as  she  thought  company  and  conver- 
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sation  might  be  of  use  to  her  ;  but 
after  the  first  smiles  of  recognition  she 
sunk  into  her  usual  apathy,  and  fold- 
ing her  favorite  dog  in  her  arms,  she 
sat  without  speaking,  till  her  maid 
appeared  to  conduct  her  to  the  apart- 
ment she  was  to  call  her  own,  when 
she  rose  to  follow  her  with  alacrity, 
to  all  appearance  much  delighted  at 
her  release. 

Upon  the  bride  and  bridegroom's 
first  appearance  at  Bath,  there  were 
numberless  people  of  rank  present 
who  were  known  to  the  Countess, 
and  by  whom  they  were  introduced 
to  Genevieve,  who,  in  compliment  t6 
her  guests,  invited  the  most  distin- 
guished to  her  residence  ;  and,  in  con- 
sequence. Bloom  Hall  became  the 
resort  of  all  the  gay  and  fashionable 
at  Bath,  much  against  the  inclina- 
tion of  its  mistress,  who  would  have 
preferred  solitude,  a  delight  seldom  to 
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be  enjoyed  by  the  rich  and  great ;  but 
she  considered  the  season  would  soon 
pass  over,  and  the  birds  of  passage 
taking  wing,  she  might  then  find  time 
for  reading  and  reflection. 

After  they  had  been  a  week  at  the 
hall,  their  society  suffered  the  dimi- 
nution of  Mr.  Percival,  who  was 
obliged  to  return  to  town  upon  busi- 
ness of  importance ;  but  that  circum- 
stance did  not  impair  iheir  gaiety, 
though  the  Count  often  laughingly 
complained  of  the  arduous  task  which 
devolved  upon  him  in  consequence  of 
his  absence,  as  he  v^as  obliged  to  divide 
his  attentions  between  three  females, 
(although  possessing  a  -great  share  of 
sensibility)  the  favourable  alteration 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  Count,  had  changed  his 
disposition  from  pensiveness  to  the 
hilarity,  so  natural  to  him  before  hi^ 
misfortunes ;  his  anguifb  for  the  loss 
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of  his  friends  had  subsided  into  rever- 
ence and  regret^  and  looking  upon 
Genevieve  as  the  principal  cause  of 
his  introduction  to  his  wife,  he  behaved 
towards  her  with  the  affection  and 
tenderness  of  a  brother. 

The  company  at  Bath  was  begin- 
ning to  thin^  and  Mrs.  Percival,  with 
Miss  Warford,  took  leave  of  the  hall 
and  its  mistress,  and  repaired  to  Lon- 
don ;  first  having  obtained  her  pro- 
mise to  visit  the  metropolis  for  a  short 
time,  during  the  ensuing  winter.  The 
day  for  the  departure  of  the  Count 
and  Countess  was  likewise  fixed,  but 
wishing  once  more  to  visit  the  Pump- 
room,  the  carriage  was  ordered,  and 
with  Genevieve,  who  accompanied 
them,  they  drove  to  Bath.  After 
sauntering  to  most  of  the  fashionable 
shops,  they  entered  the  Pump-room, 
where  the  Countess,  who  sought  more 
for    amusement   than    health,    seated 
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herself,  and  diverted  both  herself  and 
her  companions  by  the  sarcastic  obser- 
vations she  made  upon  some  of  the 
company,  who  were  but  too  just 
objects  for  ridicule.  Genevieve  lis- 
tened to.  her  rather  uneasily,  as  her 
delicacy  made  her  fearful  of  wound- 
ing the  feelings  of  any  person,  how- 
ever absurdly  they  conducted  them- 
selves ;  but  the  fashionable  Countess 
had  no  such  scruples,  and  she  conti- 
nued her  raillery  till  she  suddenly 
exclaimed,  "  Look !  my  dear  Gene  • 
vive,  at  that  young  lady  who  has  just 
entered  ;  her  beauty  and  grace  are  an 
atonement  for  all  I  have  been  forced 
to  endure;  the  gentleman,  her  escort, 
too,  possesses  more  attractions  than  I 
should  wish  a  daughter  of  mine  to  be 
assailed  with,  unless  he  had  a  good 
genealogy  on  his  side  ;  but,  poor  man! 
by  his  penseroso  look,  he  is  wedded 
already  ;  if  that  were  not  the  case,  he 
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would  make  an  admirable  Werter." 
Genevieve  raised  her  eyes  as  the 
Countess  spoke,  and  beheld,  indeed,  a 
very  lovely  woman,  and  apparently 
very  young ;  but  turning  her  eyes  to 
her  companion,  she  half  started  from 
her  chair,  the  blood  receded  to  her 
heart ;  for,  in  the  counterpart  of 
Werter,  she  beheld  Ferdinand.  His 
eyes  appeared  to  rove  about  as  if 
examining  the  company,  and  Gene- 
vieve involuntarily  drew  her  veil  close 
over  her  face,  impelled  by  jealousy  ; 
for  the  lady,  his  companion,  taking 
off  her  glove  to  drink  a  glass  of  water, 
the  Countess  whispered  her,  "  Yes, 
they  are  married,  I  see  the  ring." 
Genevieve  did  not  answer,  but  rose 
from  her  seat,  yet  her  limbs  trembled 
so  she  was  obliged  again  to  reseat 
herself. 

*'  Bless  me!"  inquired  the  Countess, 
^^  are  you  ill,  my  love  ?"n  She  would 
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have  answered,  but  felt  unable  to  arti- 
culate :  a  sickly  sensation  of  heat 
appeared  to  overcome  her,  and  as  she 
endeavoured  to  take  the  offered  arm 
of  the  Count,  she  fetched  a  deep  sigh, 
and  fell  senseless  from  her  chair. 

The  loud  scream  of  the  Countess 
drew  all  the  company  round  her,  and 
the  Count,  assisted  by  a  gentleman, 
raised  Genevieve  in  his  arms,  and  re- 
moved the  veil  from  her  face,  when 
Ferdinand  recognizing  her,  left  his 
companion  and  flew  to  her  aid,  snatch- 
ing her  impetuously  from  the  arms  of 
the  Count :  his  exclamations  soon  in- 
formed them  who  he  was,  and  banished 
the  resentment  the  Count  felt  at  his 
unceremonious  proceeding. 

When  Genevieve  recovered,  she 
found  herself  supported  by  her  lover, 
and  hope  whispered  to  her  heart  that 
he  was  faithful ;  but,  opening  her 
eyes,  she  perceived  the  young  female, 
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his  companion,  standing  by  her  side, 
and  removing  herself  from  his  arms, 
she  affected  a  tone  of  indifference 
as  she  apologized  for  the  trouble 
she  had  given,  affirming  that  she 
was  perfectly  recovered,  Ferdinand 
was  too  much  elated  by  the  circum- 
stance of  discovering  her,  to  notice 
her  coolness,  and  he  uttered  his  rap- 
ture with  such  unrestrained  volubility, 
that  the  Countess  began  to  waver  in 
her  opinion  of  the  young  lady's  being 
his  wife,  before  whom,  she  naturally 
enough  supposed  he  would  have  been 
more  cautious ;  and  she  observed  her 
with  such  earnestness,  that  Ferdinand, 
occupied  as  he  was,  could  not  help 
perceiving  the  awkwardness  of  her 
situation,  and  taking  her  hand,  he 
said,  ''  My  sweet  friend  will,  I  know, 
pardon  my  apparent  neglect ;"  then 
turning  to  Geneveive,  he  continued. 
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•^  Allow  me  to  present  to  you,  my 
Genevieve,  a  lady  worthy  to  be  your 
companion  —  Geraldine,  Duchess  of 
De  Sebastino ;  that  Geraldine  you 
have  so  often  heard  me  mention  as 
the  companion  of  my  mountain  ram- 
bless — my  confident  and  sister. 

At  the  name  of  Sebastino^  Gene- 
vieve's jealousy  vanished  into  air,  and, 
taking  the  hand  of  the  youthful  stran- 
ger, she  expressed  her  pleasure  at  the 
meeting,  inquiring  if  the  Ducawas  in 
Bath?  Geraldine  sighed,  and  Fer- 
dinand replied,  "  No ;  still  in  Spain  : 
at  our  leisure  you  shall  know  all ;  but, 
where  do  you  dwell,  my  Genevieve  ? 
we  must  not  separate  so  soon." 

"  Oh,  no  !"  replied  the  Countess 
laughing,  "  not  till  we  have  heard 
your  adventures :  but  as  my  friend  ap- 
pears rather  bewildered  by  your  sud- 
den apparition,  I  will  play  the  hostess, 
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and  invite  yourself  and  the  Duchess 
home  to  dinner  with  us^  if  you  will 
grant  us  that  favour." 

Their  ready  consent  was  given,  and 
the  Count,  taking  a  horse  from  a  ser- 
vant, rode  home  by  the  side  of  the 
carriage,  that  he  might  not  incom- 
mode them  by  crowding  the  inside. 

They  w  ere  all  so  delighted  by  the 
unexpected  meeting,  that  nothing- 
more  than  general  conversation  took 
place  till  the  dinner-cloth  was  re- 
moved, only  Ferdinand  found  an  op- 
portunity of  whispering  in  the  ear  of 
Genevieve  that  he  had  been  success- 
ful in  his  search  and  might  now  claim 
her  as  his  affianced  bride — intelligence 
which  made  her  heart  beat  with  more 
than  usual  velocity,  and  she  impa- 
tiently waited  for  the  moment  of  ex- 
planation. When  the  servants  were 
withdrawn,  as  there  w^ere  none  pre- 
sent but  those  well  acquainted  with 
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their  story,  he  began  the  recital  of  his 
journey  to  Gascony,  the  forest  of  Or- 
leans, and  from  thence  to  Switzerland, 
with  the  remarkable  Providence  that 
had  brought  Janetta  to  the  cottage 
of  Madame  Vannes. — The  death  of. 
the  poor  penitent  suffused  the  eyes  of 
Genevieve  with  tears,  and  she  was 
obliged  to  retire  to  her  own  apart- 
ment, to  peruse  her  confessions,  which 
affected  her  so  much  as  to  render  her 
incapable  of  leaving  her  chamber 
again  that  evening ;  in  consequence 
the  Countess  took  upon  herself  to 
order  apartments  to  be  prepared  for 
the  Duchess  and  Ferdinand,  to  pass 
the  night  at  the  Hall,  despatching  a' 
servant  with  a  carriage  to  Bath,  to 
bring  their  attendants,  who  she  learnt 
were  left  there,  at  an  hotel,  as  they 
had  only  arrived  from  London  that 
morning.  Genevieve  acquiesced  in 
all  the  arrangements  of  the  Countess, 


only  entreating  to  be  left  alone  for 
the  night,  which  she  passed  in  prayer 
for  the  repose  of  her  enemy ;  nor 
could  she  help  shuddering  when  she 
reflected  upon  the  unhappy  death  of 
Jaques,  thus  plunged  instantaneously 
into  eternity^  whilst  seeking  the  ruin 
of  another. 

The  following  morning  when  she 
appeared  at  the  breakfast- table,  her 
eyes  looked  heavy,  and  her  cheek  p^le, 
but  a  placid  smile  irradiated  her  coun- 
tenance, and  the  calm  composure  of 
her  mein  spoke  more  unequivocally 
than  words  the  happiness  that  filled 
her  heart.  Ferdinand  hastily  ap- 
proached and  led  her  to  a  seat,  when 
the  Count  and  Countess,  who  had 
been  informed  by  him  of  the  purport 
of  Janetta'«  confession,  warmly  con- 
gratulated her  upon  her  recovered 
liberty,  and  her  opening  prospects  of 
felicity  ;  whilst  Ferdinand  knelt  before 
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her  and  claimed  the  hand  she  did  not 
for  an  instant  withold  from  his  grasp. 
When  their  mutual  transports  were 
suhsided,  Ferdinand  concluded  his 
narrative  by  informing  them,  that 
upon  their  arrival  in  Spain  he  had 
not  long  parted  from  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  De  Sebastino,  before  he  was 
surprized  by  their  re-appearance,  and 
learnt  that  the  Duca's  estates  had 
been  pillaged  by  the  invading  French 
troops ;  and,  as  he  thought  Spain  no 
place  of  security  for  his  wife,  he  had 
therefore  followed  him  with  the  view 
of  placing  her  beneath  the  protection 
of  Lady  Ellis  and  Genevieve  :  but,  as 
upon  their  arrival  at  the  Castello  de 
Blanco,they  found  her  ladyship  and  her 
protegee  had  already  quitted  the  con- 
tinent, the  Duca  confided  his  wife  to 
the  care  of  his  friend,  after  having  with 
great  difficulty  procured  a  vessel,  the 
master  of  which  agreed  to  take  them 
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privately  to  England,  in  considera- 
tion of  an  enormous  sum,  which  the 
Duca  paid  him  for  his  compliance, 
and,  seeing  them  safe  on  board,  re- 
turned to  join  his  countrymen  in  their 
struggles  against  the  invaders  of  their 
native  land. 

Upon  their  arrival  in  England, 
they  heard  of  the  wreck  of  the  vessel 
which  conveyed  the  body  of  Sir  James 
Ellis  and  his  family,  which  plunged 
them  into  the  deepest  despair,  as  they 
supposed  there  was  no  person  saved, 
till  chance  threw  him  in  the  way  of 
Sir  William  Ellis,  whom  he  heard  at 
a  coffee-house  inveighing  against  the 
French  impostor,  (as  he  termed  her) 
who  had  inherited  the  w^ealth  of  his 
relative,  that  he  immediately  applied 
to  Sir  William  for  an  explanation, 
who  rudely  refused  him  ;  nor  could 
he  gain  any  other  intelligence  con- 
cerning her,  nor  even  be  assured  ii 

VOL.    III.  N 
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was  her,  till  he  saw  a  paragraph  iri 
the  papers  mentioning  the  heiress  of 
Sir  James  Ellis,  as  one  of  the  lumina- 
ries of  Bath,  and  in  the  vague  hope 
that  it  might  be  her,  the  Duchess  had 
consented  to  accompany  him  thither, 
where,  almost  beyond  his  expecta- 
tions, his  most  sanguine  hopes  were 
realized. 

As  soon  as  his  narrative  was  ended, 
the  Countess  rose,  and  asking  the  Du-^ 
chess  if  she  was  fond  of  rural  views, 
they  walked  out  together,  followed 
by  the  Count ;  and  Ferdinand,  left 
alone  with  his  Genevieve,  pressed  her 
for  the  confirmation  of  the  oath  she 
had  taken  in  Spain,  to  be  his  alone. 
Genevieve,  above  deceit,  or  a  wish  to 
trifle  with  the  happiness  of  one  so  dear 
to  her,  avowed  her  willingness  to  keep 
her  vow  as  soon  as  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements could  be  made  for  the 
ceremony ;  and  before  the  return  of 


the  walking  party  she  had  named  that 
day  fortnight  for  the  one  upon  which 
she  would  resign  her  future  felicity 
into  his  keeping.  Ferdinand  was  too 
happy  to  be  very  profuse  of  words, 
but  his  looks  sufficiently  showed  his 
delight,  and  Genevieve  retiring,  he, 
with  her  permission,  informed  the 
Duchess  and  Countess  of  the  success 
which  crowned  his  pleadings,  and 
with  the  day  that  was  appointed 
to  unite  them  for  ever  :  they  congra- 
tulated him  upon  the  success  that  at 
length  attended  a  passion  that  had 
experienced  so  many  obstacles,  and 
the  Count  and  Countess  agreed  to 
remain  at  the  Hall  till  after  the  cere- 
mony. The  youthful  Duchess  sym- 
pathised in  his  happiness  with  the 
affection  of  a  sister,  but,  separated 
from  her  husband  and  her  mother,  the 
two  beings  dearest  to  her  heart,  not 
even  the  felicity  of  Ferdinand  could 
N   2 
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restore  to  her  the  joyous  spirits  she 
once  possessed^  and  Genevieve  and 
Geraldine  appeared  to  have  changed 
characters.  The  Duca  had  transmit- 
ted a  great  part  of  his  property  to 
England,  and  it  was  his  wish  that  his 
wife  should  support  an  establishment 
equal  to  her  rank,  but  this  her  youth, 
and  the  pensive  state  of  her  mind, 
made  Geraldine  extremely  averse  to, 
and  she  petitioned  Genevieve  to  allow 
her  to  become  a  member  of  her  family 
till  the  arrival  of  the  Duca,  a  request 
which  she  readily  complied  with,  and 
which  gave  as  much  pleasure  to  Fer- 
dinand as  it  did  to  the  solitary  Geral- 
dine. One  only  cause  of  uneasiness 
lurked  in  the  bosom  of  the  Marquis, 
it  was  his  poverty  ;  he  had  nothing 
but  his  love  to  offer  to  his  Genevieve, 
rank  and  fortune  were  wrested  from 
his  grasp,  and  the  faithful  Henri  alone, 
of  all  his  once  numerous  retinue,  was 
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left  to  him ;  but  his  affianced  bride 
checked  his  regrets  by  bidding  him 
reflect  upon  the  goodness  of  that  Pro- 
vidence which  had  granted  them  more 
than  a  competence  in  a  foreign  land, 
where  so  many  of  their  countrymen 
of  equal,  or  superior  rank,  were  con- 
demned to  exist  upon  charity,  or  toil 
for  their  daily  bread ;  adding,  we  were 
affianced,  my  dear  Ferdinand,  when 
our  fortunes  were  equal,  and  when 
interest  could  influence  neither  party  ; 
think  then  not  so  meanly  of  me  as  to 
suppose  the  loss  of  wealth  can  change 
my  heart,  or  that  I  can  ever  think 
your's  biassed  by  so  vile  a  considera- 
tion :  believe  me,  nothing  can  ever 
lose  you  the  affections  of  your  Gene- 
vieve so  surely  as  a  repetition  of  such 
language."  Ferdinand  pressed  her  to 
his  heart,  and  the  subject  was  no 
more  mentioned ;  yet  he  still  cherished 


270       THE    ttEPUBtlCAN's    MESTlieilS, 

hopes   that    France   might   one   day 
know  a  change  of  rulers,  and  he  be 
able  again  to  place  his  Genevieve  in  the 
possession  of  that  opulence  she  once 
enjoyed  ;    but  Ferdinand's  happiness 
was  doomed  to  be  again  delayed.    The 
very  day  preceding  the  ceremony,  a 
letter  was  received  from  the  Duca  de 
Sebastino,  announcing  the  sudden  de- 
cease of  Madame  Vannes.     The  grief 
and  distraction  of    Geraldine  at  re- 
ceiving the  intelligence  of  the  death 
of   her    only   parent   was   extreme ; 
severe  fainting-fits  followed  each  other 
in  succession,  and  as  she  was  far  ad- 
vanced in  pregnancy   brought  on  a 
premature  labour,  by  which  she  was 
reduced  to  the  brink   of  the  grave ; 
and  for  some  weeks  her  recovery  was 
uncertain.     Amidst  such  distress,  Ge- 
nevieve would  not  hear  of  marriage, 
nor  indeed  could  Ferdinand  urge  it ; 
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Madame  Vannes  had  been  a  mother 
to  him^  and  he  mourned  her  loss  like 
an  affectionate  son. 

The  Countess  LaValliere  perceiving 
the  wedding  would  not  at  present 
take  place,  determined  upon  returning 
to  the  metropolis,  and  the  Count  ac- 
quiescing in  her  wish,  they  left  the  hall, 
accompanied  by  Virginia,  and  her  at^ 
tendants  ;  and  Genevieve,  thinking  it 
imprudent  for  Ferdinand  to  reside  in  the 
same  house,  now  the  Count  had  left  it, 
he  took  lodgings  in  Bath,  and  Gene- 
vieve devoted  herself  entirely  to  the 
care  of  watching  the  recovery  of  the  dis- 
tressed invalid.  By  slow  degrees  the 
Duchessrecovered,andwas  able  to  read 
the  particulars  of  her  loss ;  Madame 
Vannes  had  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  an  epi- 
demic fever,  which  had  likewise  at- 
tacked her  two  faithful  servants,  but 
though  so  much  older,  they  had  suc- 
cessfully struggled  against  it.     At  the 
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first  appearance  of  her  illness,  the 
Duca  had  been  written  to,  but  received 
the  letter  only  a  few  hours  preceding 
another,  informing  him  of  her  death  , 
he  was  not  able  to  leave  his  post  in 
Spain,  therefore,  he  sent  instructions 
to  Claude  and  his  wife  to  superintend 
the  funeral,  and  consider  the  cottage 
as  their  own  for  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  with  whatever  effects  Ma- 
dame had  left  behind  her,  which  were 
sufficient  to  render  the  small  residue 
of  their  existence  easy  ;  and  Madame 
was  accordingly  interred  by  the  side 
of  the  unfortunate  Janetta. 

Geraldine  wept  with  agony  as  she 
reflected  that  the  last  moments  of  her 
beloved  mother  were  witnessed  by 
servants  only  and  that  daughter  she 
had  so  fondly  loved  and  cherished  was 
absent,  and  at  the  sad  moment,  uncon- 
scious of  her  irremediable  loss. 

As    the    health  of    the    Duchess 
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strengthened,  Genevieve  imagined 
that  society  and  change  of  air  would 
contribute  towards  her  entire  conva- 
lescence, she  therefore  wrote  to  Mr. 
Percival  to  engage  her  a  ready-fur- 
nished house  in  the  metropolis,  as  she 
intended  to  reside  there  for  a  couple 
of  months  at  least ;  and  he,  sending  her 
word  by  return  of  post,  that  the  one 
she  had  before  occupied  in  Bruton- 
street  was  at  her  disposal,  preparations 
were  immediately  made  for  their  de- 
parture, and  Ferdinand,  with  Henri, 
were  their  escort. 

The  Duchess  bore  the  journey  better 
than  Genevieve  could  possibly  have 
expected,  and  she  congratulated  her- 
self upon  the  idea  of  changing  the 
scene ;  but  the  most  violent  grief  is 
assuaged  by  time,  and  Geraldine  was 
not  of  an  age  long  to  cherish  melan- 
choly impressions  :  she  had  most  ten- 

N   6 
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derly  loved  her  parent,  and  her  me- 
mory was  ever  cherished  by  her  v^ith 
the  most  enthusiastic  fondness  ;  but  it 
is  the  decree  of  Providence  that  regret 
for  the  dead  shall  subside  sooner  than 
any  other  kind  of  sorrow,  the  grave 
forms  an  awful  barrier  betw^ixt  its 
inhabitants  and  the  living,  and  the 
survivor  even  wonders  at  the  faci- 
lity with  which  the  departed  is  for- 
gotten. 

Genevieve  was  received  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Percival  with  their  accus- 
tomed kindness :  the  Count  and  Coun- 
tess La  Valliere  expressed  themselves 
delighted  with  the  resolution  she  had 
taken,  and  every  art  was  tried  to  wean 
the  Duchess  from  her  sadness  with 
such  success,  that  Ferdinand,  at  the 
expiration  of  three  months  ventured 
to  solicit  Genevieve  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  ceremony  that  would 
banish  all  future  inquietudes  from  his 
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breast.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Percival 
warmly  seconded  him,  and  even  Ge- 
raldine  begged  it  might  no  longer  be 
delayed  out  of  compliment  to  her 
sainted  mother,  whose  greatest  happi- 
ness it  would  have  been  to  see  them 
united.  Genevieve,  thus  pressed,  cre- 
ated no  artificial  delays,  she  wished 
to  have  the  ceremony  performed  at 
Bath,  but  as  it  did  not  suit  Mr.  Per- 
cival to  quit  town,  who  insisted  upon 
the  honour  of  being  her  father,  it  was 
settled  to  take  plac^  at  the  same 
church  that  had  witnessed  the  union 
of  the  Count  and  Countess  La  Val- 
Jiere ;  and  as  Genevieve  did  not  ad- 
mire the  indelicate  mode  of  quitting 
your  own  home  on  a  wedding-day^ 
for  the  accommodations  of  a  public 
inn  upon  the  road^  she  determined  to 
defer  her  departure  from  town  for 
another  month,  and  to  accommodate 
the  addition  to  her  establishment  a 
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larger  house  was  taken  in  Berkley^ 
square^  to  which  she  removed  with  the 
Duchess  a  few  days  before  the  one 
appointed  for  the  ceremony. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Ho•^v  beautiful  she  looked  !  her  conscious  iieart 
Glow'd  in  lierclieek,  and  yet  she  felt  no  wrong. 
Oh  love !  how  perfect  is  thy  mystic  art, 
Strengthening  the  weak,  and  trampling  on  the  strong. 

LoHD  Byrov. 

On  the  day  appointed  for  the  mar- 
riage of  Ferdinand,  Marquis  d'Uxel- 
les,  with  the  Lady  Genevieve '  De 
Castro,  the  Count  and  Countess  La 
Valliere,  the  Duchess  De  Sebastino, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Percival  assembled 
in  the  drawing-room  at  Berkley-square 
at  an  early  hour,  and  they  had  but  just 
paid  their  compliments  to  the  intended 
bridegroom,  when  the  bride  descended 
from  her  chamber  dressed  in  a  plain 
morning-robe  of  white  satin,  her  hair 
arranged  without  any  ornament  what- 
ever, except  a  white  lace  veil  which 
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was  fastened  to  the  back  of  her  head, 
and  sometimes  negligently  thrown 
forward  to  hide  the  blushes,  which  the 
evident  admiration  of  the  gazers  eli- 
cited. Fresh  and  lovely  as  the  morn, 
her  beauty  eclipsed  beyond  compare 
that  of  the  three  beautiful  women 
that  attended  her ;  but  beauty  was 
her  least  attraction,  and  Ferdinand,  as 
he  seized  her  hand  to  lead  her  to  her 
carriage,  almost  trembled  lest  some- 
thing should  intervene  to  rob  him  of 
so  rich  a  prize  ;  they  were  first  driven 
to  a  Roman  Catholic  chapel,  where 
they  were  united  by  a  priest  of  their 
own  persuasion,  and  from  thence  to 
St.  George's,  Hanover-square,  where 
they  were  married  according  to  the 
forms  used  by  the  country  that  was 
now  to  be  their  home.  Upon  their 
return  to  Berkley-square,  the  new- 
made  Marchioness  received  the  con- 
gratulations of  her  friends  with  that 
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air  of  ease  and  grace  so  natural  to  her  * 
every  uneasy  reflection  was  banished^ 
and  the  day  was  past  in  that  chastened 
mirth,  which  should  ever  attend  an 
event  of  so  much  importance.  Fer^ 
dinandj  at  length  assured  of  the  hap- 
piness he  had  so  long  despaired  of 
ever  possessing,  gave  full  scope  to  the 
natural  volatility  of  his  disposition  ; 
but  the  placid  smile  of  his  bride 
checked  the  exuberance  of  his  rap- 
tures, and  reduced  his  spirits  appa- 
rently to  a  level  with  those  of  the  rest 
of  the  company. 

The  month  they  remained  in  Lon- 
don was  devoted  to  amusement,  and 
Genevieve  felt  much  gratified  as  the 
time  drew  near  that  would  restore 
her  to  the  calm  delights  of  the  coun- 
try, which  even  in  winter  had  charms 
for  her  beyond  the  crowded  town. 

Calling   one    morning     upon    the 
Countess   La  Valliere,    on    her    en* 
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trance  a  young  lady  rose  from  her 
seat,  whose  face  she  imagined  she  had 
seen  before  ;  as  the  terms  of  intimacy 
she  was  upon  with  the  Countess  war- 
ranted the  liberty,  she  enquired  her 
name ;  the  Countess  replied  it  was 
Hooper ;  Genevieve  repeated  it,  say- 
ing, she  must  be  mistaken,  but  she 
thought  she  had  seen  her  before. 
"  You  may  perhaps,"  the  Countess 
replied,  ''  her  name  was  Harrier." 
'^  Harrier,"  repeated  the  Marchioness, 
^'  what  a  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Har- 
rier?" "The  same,  his  youngest  daugh- 
ter Honoria."  Genevieve  now  imme- 
diately recollected  it  was  the  fierce 
young  democrat  she  had  dined  with 
at  Mr.  PercivaPs,  and  mentioning  it, 
enquired  if  she  was  a  visitor  of  her 
ladyship's  ?  TheCountess  replied  in  the 
negative,  saying,  "  she  had  taken  her 
to  beguile  the  hours  of  Virginia,  but 
more  out  of  pity  to  her  situation  than 


THE    republican's    MISTRESS.       281 

witli  any  other  view,  as  she  was 
but  a  very  indifferent  musician." 
"  Her  situation/'  repeated  Genevieve, 
''  yes,  her  father  has  discarded  her  for 
marrying  without  his  consent :  nursed 
up  in  the  levelling  system  of  Sir 
Thomas,  she  was  imprudent  enough 
to  listen  to  the  addresses  of  a  young 
man  ujjon  his  estate,  a  kind  of  bai- 
liff, who  would  never  have  had  the 
assurance  to  address  her,  had  not 
her  Y?igQ  for  making  proselytes  in- 
duced her  to  converse  with  all  ranks. 
Buoyed  up  with  expectations  of  a  for- 
tune, he  prevailed  upon  her  to  marry 
him ;  but  Sir  Thomas  so  far  from 
approving  her  putting  in  practice  the 
equalizing  theory,  threw  the  books  she 
quoted  as  an  excuse  at  her  head,  and 
then  turned  her  out  of  doors  :  the  fel- 
low she  married,  disappointed  in  his 
expectations,  left  her  to  provide  for 
herself;  by  chance  I  heard  of  her  des- 
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titute  situation,  and,  to  preserve  hei* 
from  greater  misery,  have  taken  her 
into  my  house,  as  I  do  not  blame  her 
so  much  as  her  father,  and  from  the 
precepts  she  imbibed  I  should  not  have 
been  at  all  surprized  if  she  had  acted 
much  worse."     Genevieve  expressed 
her  sorrow  for  her  situation,  and  her 
detestation  of  the  principles  of  Sir  Tho- 
mas, who  could  first  poison  the  mind 
of  his  child,  and  then  abandon  her  to 
all  the  miseries  of  want.  The  Countess 
replied,  that  she  thought  the  "  poor 
girl  was  perfectly  ctired  of  her  infa- 
tuation ;  and,  as  long  as  she  conducted 
herself  with  propriety,  she  should  not 
want  a  friend" — a  promise  she  faith- 
fully kept,  as  the  unfortunate    Mrs. 
Hooper  remained  with  Virginia  till 
her  death,  which  took  place  just  as 
she    had    completed    her   nineteenth 
year ;  and  Mrs.  Hooper  having  in  vain 
sought  a  reconciliation  with  her  fa- 
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ther^  and  being  totally  abandoned  by 
her  husband,  the  Countess  allowed 
her  a  small  annuity  with  which  she 
retired  into  Wales,  and,  establishing 
a  school,  she  endeavoured  by  the  rec^ 
titude  of  her  conduct,  and  the  pious 
principles  she  instilled  into  those  in- 
trusted to  her  care,  to  atone  for  the 
mischievous  principles  she  had  endea- 
voured to  disseminate  in  her  youth. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  appointed 
month,  Ferdinand,  with  his  beloved 
Genevieve,  quitted  the  metropolis 
with  the  youthful  Duchess,  who  was 
still  to  remain  their  inmate,  and  pas- 
sed, several  succeeding  months  at 
Bloom  Hall  in  the  greatest  tranquil- 
lity ,  their  happiness  only  disturbed 
by  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  the  Duca, 
who  still  remained  in  Spain. 

The  following  Bath  season  they  were 
one  night  at  the  rooms,  when  they 
observed  a  gentleman  following  them, 
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for  some  time  whom  Genevieve  did 
not  at  first  recollect,  till  upon  his  in- 
truding himself  so  often  upon  their  no- 
tice^ she  called  to  mind  the  stern  dark 
looking  countenance  of  Sir  William 
Ellis  :  feeling  herself  rather  distressed 
by  his   observation,  and  recollecting 
his  behaviour  when  last  they  met,  she 
was   rather    apprehensive    of    insult, 
and  expressed  a  wish  to  return  home  ; 
but  the    Duchess    was    dancing,   and 
Ferdinand,  who  did  not  perceive  the 
cause  of  her  uneasiness,  attributed  it 
to  fatigue,  desiring  her  to  rest  her- 
self till  the  dance  was  finished,  when 
he   would  inform    Geraldine   of  her 
wish,  who  doubtless  would  comply : 
— he  then  led  her  to  a  seat,  and  left 
her  to  fulfil  his  engagement  with  the 
lady    he   was   dancing    with    before. 
Genevieve   dared  not  inform   Ferdi- 
nand of  her  apprehensions,  therefore 
she  was  left  alone,  and  looking  round 
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in  search    of   Sir  William,  she    saw 
him  in  close  conversation  with  a  gen- 
tleman who  resided  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  with  whom  they  were  upon 
terms  of  intimacy ;  in  a  few  minutes,  to 
her  great  astonishment,  he  approached 
with  Sir  William,  whom  he  introduced 
to  her  as  a  gentleman  who  was  anx- 
ious to  be  among  the  number  of  her 
friends.  Genevieve  was  too  much  sur- 
prised, promptly  to  reply,  and  Sir  Wil- 
liam with  a  volubility,  and  insinuation 
of  manners  she  scarcely  could  have 
believed  it  possible  for  him  to  possess, 
began  to  apologise  for  his  former  con- 
duct towards  her,  attributing  it  to  mis- 
representation.    Genevieve,  who  was 
by  no  means  pleased  at  the  introduc- 
tion, answered  him  as  slightly  as  civi- 
lity would  allow,  and  he  continued  to 
talk  and  pay  her  the  most  extravagant 
compliments,  till  the  dance  was  con- 
cluded, and  Ferdinand  came  towards 
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them,  leading  the  Duchess,  who  en- 
quiring if  she  felt  herself  unwell,  pro- 
posed returning  immediately  home. 
Ferdinand  did  not  recognize  Sir  Wil- 
liam, until  he  was  introduced  to  him, 
received  his  compliments  and  apolo- 
gies with  unusual  coolness,  although 
Mr.  Martin  (the  gentleman  that  in- 
troduced him)  was  a  person  he  par- 
ticularly respected  ; — the  carriage  was 
announced,  and  the  Marquis,  eager  to 
escape  the  attentions  of  his  new  ac- 
quaintance, offered  his  arm  to  his 
wife  ;  but  to  his  great  mortification 
the  Duchess  accepted  of  the  escort  of 
Sir  William,  therefore  he  attended 
them  to  the  door  of  the  carriage, 
where,  when  the  Marquis  invited 
Mr.  Martin  to  call  upon  him,  civility 
obliged  him  to  extend  the  invitation 
to  his  companion,  who  received  it 
with  much  apparent  pleasure,  and  the 
carriage  drove  away.     During  their 
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ride  home,  Ferdinand  appeared  much 
displeased  with  the  encounter,  but 
the  Duchess  was  of  a  different  opi- 
nion, and  at  length  brought  him  to 
confess,  that  to  be  upon  terms  of 
civility  with  the  heir  at  law,  of  Sir 
James  Ellis,  would  be  of  no  disservice 
to  them  in  the  eye  of  the  world — but 
no  arguments  could  prevail  upon  Ge- 
nevieve to  feel  pleasure  at  the  inci- 
dent. She  had  taken  so  decided  a 
dislike  to  Sir  William  upon  her  first 
interview  with  him,  that  the  change 
in  his  manners  from  hauteur  to  ob- 
sequiousness, could  not  remove  the  im- 
pression ;  she  felt  convinced  he  had 
some  motive  for  his  conduct,  more 
than  met  the  eye,  and  for  some  hours 
she  experienced  the  first  uneasiness 
she  had  known  since  her  marriage  ; 
but  those  feelings  wore  off  by  de- 
grees, and  when  he  called  the  fol- 
lowing  morning,   in   company   with 
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Mr.  Martin,  she  had  sufficient  com- 
mand over  herself  to  behave  towards 
him  with  the  same  unembarrassed 
freedom  she  observed  towards  others. 
From  that  day  Sir  William  was  a 
constant  visitor  at  the  Hall,  and  as 
it  is  difficult  for  a  generous  mind  to 
cherish  a  dislike  against  a  person  who 
seems  anxious  to  please  and  oblige ; 
by  degrees  the  attentive  behaviour  of 
Sir  William  brought  not  only  Gene- 
vieve, but  the  whole  family  to  view 
him  in  the  light  of  a  friend ;  as  he 
often  lamented  his  past  couduct  to- 
wards the  Marchioness,  adding,  "  he 
should  never  marry,  but  would  make 
her  children  his  heirs,  to  repair  his 
injustice  towards  the  mother ;"  yet  his 
attentions  were  so  epually  divided  be- 
twixt herself  and  the  Duchess,  that 
it  was  difficult  to  say  which  he  ad- 
mired the  most ;  and  upon  the  ac- 
eouchment  of  Genevieve,  who   pre- 
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sented  her  delighted  Ferdinand  with 
a  son :  Sir  William  solicited  to  be 
permitted  to  stand  godfather  to  the 
child,  which  was  granted ;  and  by 
his  desire  the  infant  was  named  James 
William  Ellis. 

Genevieve  had  not  yet  quitted  her 
room  when  a  letter  was  received 
from  the  Duke  de  Sebastino,  which 
gave  them  all  the  most  sincere  de- 
light, although  a  little  clouded  with 
sorrow ;  in  it  he  informed  them  that 
he  was  upon  the  point  of  leaving 
Spain  for  England,  as  he  had  strug- 
gled for  his  unfortunate  country  till 
convinced  his  services  could  be  no 
longer  useful,  and  that  having  re- 
ceived a  slight  wound  in  his  sword- 
arm,  he  was  not  capable  of  personal 
exertion,  and  should  take  the  first 
opportunity  of  quitting  a  scene  where 
every  object  reminded  him  of  misfor- 
tunes that  were  irretrievable,  and  for 
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the  remainder  of  his  life  seek  for  hap- 
piness only  in  the  bosom  of  his  fa- 
mily. Geraldine  wept  as  she  perused 
the  letter,  with  mixed  sensations  of 
pleasure  and  re^et ;  she  was  enrap- 
tured at  the  idea  of  again  beholding 
her  beloved  lord  ;  yet  she  trembled 
lest  his  wound  was  of  more  conse- 
quence than  he  represented  it.  Sir 
William  Ellis  appeared  to  share  in 
the  general  joy  of  the  family,  and 
avowed  his  intention  of  giving  an 
entertainment  as  soon  as  Genevieve 
was  sufficiently  recovered  to  appear 
abroad,  as  a  public  demonstration  of 
the  joy  he  felt  at  the  intelhgence. 
His  house  at  Bath  was  large  and 
elegant,  and  preparations  were  im- 
mediately began  for  the  gala,  which 
was  to  be  a  masked  ball :  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Percival,  with  the  Count  and 
Countess  La  Valliere,  came  from  Lon- 
don  purposely   to  be  of  the    party, 
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and  the  Hall  was  once  more  the  abode 
of  fashion  and  pleasure,  but  Gene- 
vieve's chief  delight  was  her  nur- 
sery, and  she  would  often  steal  away 
from  the  gay  party  to  pass  a  few  mi- 
nutes with  the  little  cherub  that -pro- 
mised to  be  one  day  the  image  of  her 
Ferdinand  ;  and  here  the  Duchess  like- 
wise often  joined  her,  for  Geraldine 
was  still  the  same,  as  when  she  ram- 
bled unrestrained  over  the  snow-clad 
mountains  of  Switzerland,  and  the 
offspring  of  her  brother,  as  she  term- 
ed Ferdinand,  was  as  dear  to  her 
as  would  have  been  her  own.  The 
child  was  nearly  two  months  old, 
when  they  received  cards  appointing 
th-e  day  for  Sir  William  Ellis's  fete, 
and  arrangements  were  made  accord- 
ingly :  the  Duchess,  to  whom  pomp 
and  glitter  was  a  burden,  vc-.n  Ived 
upon  wearing  a  dress  still  (]  iir  to  ^ler, 
that  of  a  Swiss  peasant-girl,  and  one 
o  2 
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was    accordingly    provided,    exactly 
similar  to  that  Ferdinand  had  first  be- 
held her  in.     Genevieve,  whose  taste 
was  likewise  simple,    mentioned  the 
costume  of  a  Gascon  peasant,  but  see- 
ing a  shade  pass  over  the  brow  of  her 
husband  as  he  thought  of  Janetta,  she 
decided  for  the  dress  of  a  vestal.     The 
Countess   La    Valliere   was    Shakes- 
peare's Hermione,  and  Mrs.  Percival 
the    Comic   Muse.      The   gentlemen 
formed  a  groupe  of  Swiss  peasants, 
and  followed  in  the  train  of  the  Du- 
chess, who,  all  life  and  renewed  viva- 
city,  seemed,; with  the  dress  of  her 
country,  to  have  resumed  her  native 
sprightliness. 

Sir  William  received  his  guests  with 
ease,  and  every  expression  of  pleasure ; 
but  his  eyes  wandered  after  the  party 
from  the  hall  as  constantly  as  if  they 
had  possessed  the  power  of  enchant- 
ment; that  of  attraction  they  certainly 
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did,  and  a  whisper  ran  through  the 
apartments,  wondering  which  of  the 
married  ladies  that  composed  it  was 
the  object  of  fascination,     Geraldine 
laughed  and  talked  with  all  who  ap- 
proached her,  and  the  exuberance  of 
her   spirits    overcoming  the   weaker 
ones  of  Genevieve,  she  quitted  her, 
and  seating  herself  upon  a  sofa  occu- 
pied herself  in  watching  the  progress 
of  her  lively  friend,  whose  attractive, 
graceful  form,  was  followed  with  ad- 
miration by  every  eye  in  the  room : 
she  had  not  sat  long,  before  a  tall,  fine 
formed  figure,  in  the  habit  of  a  Peru- 
vian chief,  came  and  seated  himself  by 
her   without   speaking.      Genevieve, 
who  notwithstanding  the  hilarity  of 
the  scene,  was  not  exhilarated,  did  not 
address  him,  and  for  some  time  the 
silence  was  unbroken  ;  at  length  turn- 
ing towards  her,  he  said  in  a  low  dis- 
guised voice. 
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*^  Do  you  not  fear,  fair  vestal,  that, 
during  your  absence  from  your  duty, 
the  sacred  fire  you  are  appointed  to 
guard  may  become  extinct  ?" 

''  The  fire  of  religion,"  she  replied, 
''  will  still  glow  unabated  in  my 
breast,  but  by  what  authority  dost 
thou,  Peruvian,  presume  to  remind  a 
vestal  of  her  duty  ?" 

"  Because,"  he  added,  "  I  have  rea- 
son to  think  thee  remiss  in  more  points 
than  one ;"  he  paused  ;  and  Genevieve 
astonished  at  the  apparent  agitation 
of  the  mask,  replied, 

"  What  mean  you  ?  who  are  you, 
that  thus  beneath  a  mask  speak  a  lan- 
guage I  cannot  comprehend,  yet  whose 
tenor  I  perceive  is  insult  ?" 

"  In  truth,"  he  interrupted,  seizing 
her  arm,  as  he  pointed  to  Geraldine, 
and  continued  "  that  gay  insect  that  is 
fluttering  around  the  flame  that  will 
destroy  her,  was  intrusted  to  thee  by 
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a  husband's  care — a  husband  who 
thought  thee  pure  as  the  dress  you 
now  wear ;  what  will  be  his  agony 
when  he  returns  and  finds  her  the 
mark  of  all  the  licentious  tongues  of 
Bath^  which  her  giddiness,  if  no  more, 
warrants  in  their  freedom  ?" 

''  Her  husband/'  replied  Genevieve, 
with  spirit,  is  too  noble-minded  to  lis- 
ten to  those  tongues  you  speak  of ;  Ge- 
raldine's  innocence  is  her  protection." 

*^  I  hope  so,"  he  fervently  added, 
"  but  remember,  Marchioness,  grati- 
tude may  be  extended  too  far ;  the 
husband  of  Geraldine  will  not  thank 
thee,  shouldst  thou  make  his  wife  the 
prop  of  thy  fallen  fortunes." 

He  arose  as  he  spoke,  and  walked 
to  the  other  side  of  the  apartment, 
leaving  Genevieve  lost  in  astonish- 
ment, the  most  distant  idea  of  calumny 
having  tainted  either  herself  or  her 
friend  never  before  having  entered  her 
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mind,  and  the  doubt  of  her  principles 
his  last  words  implied,  shocked  and 
appalled  her,  and  she  gazed  after  him 
with  scarcely  power  to  respire.  Be- 
fore she  had  decided  how  to  act,  the 
Countess  and  Mrs.  Percival  joined  her. 
Not  wishing  to  repeat  what  she  had 
heard,  she  rose  from  the  sofa,  and  ram- 
bled with  them  through  the  apartments, 
though  she  perceived  that  the  Peru- 
vian was  a  constant  observer  of  the 
actions  of  the  Duchess ;  nor  would 
Genevieve  approach  her  to  advise 
more  gravity  of  deportment,  lest  he 
should,  from  that  circumstance,  sup- 
pose she  gave  any  credit  to  his  misre- 
presentation of  her  conduct ;  neither 
dared  she  inform  Ferdinand  of  the  in- 
sult she  had  received,  conscious  that 
an  explanation^  must  take  place,  that 
might  perhaps  cost  the  life  of  one,  if  not 
of  both  the  parties,  and  compelled  to" 
keep  the  secret  to  her  own  bosom,  she 
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became  so  agitated,  as  to  render  it 
apparent  to  the  Countess  and  Mrs. 
Percival,  who  concluding  she  was 
ill,  proposed  returning  immediately 
home  ;  but  this  she  positively  refused, 
alleging  the  heat  as  the  sole  cause  of 
her  uneasiness ;  accordingly  they  ac- 
companied her  to  a  seat,  and  seeing 
her  more  composed,  left  her  in  search 
of  further  amusement. 

As  soon  as  she  was  alone,  Genevieve 
determined  upon  having  some  farther 
conversation  with  the  stranger,  and 
learning,  if  j)ossible,  who  he  was,  and 
what  grounds  he  had  for  the  language 
he  had  made  use  of;  she  accordingly 
arose  and  approached  him,  but,  per- 
ceiving her  aim,  he  avoided  her,  and 
placed  himself  near  the  group  of  Swiss 
peasants,  who  still  continued  to  attract 
the  observation  of  the  company,  where 
he  remained  ;  nor  could  she  find  an 
opportunity  of  speaking  to  him,  till 
o  5 
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fearing  her  anxiety  would  be  per- 
ceived by  Ferdinand,  she  reluctantly 
gave  up  her  intention,  and  mixed 
with  the  company  in  hopes  of  driving 
from  her  spirits  the  gloom  that  hung 
over  her.  When  the  supper-rooms 
were  thrown  open,  the  company  that 
had  separated  from  each  other  at  their 
entrance,  now  formed  again  in  their 
own  parties,  and,  unmasking,  sat  down 
to  the  table.  Genevieve  and  her 
friends  were  unmasked  and  seated, 
when,  raising  her  eyes,  she  beheld  the 
Peruvian  still  masked  at  a  short  dis- 
tance, and  glancing  round  to  see  if 
Geraldine  observed  him,  she  was  sur- 
prised to  perceive  she  was  not  present, 
enquiring  for  her  of  Ferdinand,  he  re- 
plied, "he  had  just  left  her  seated  in 
the  colonnade  that  led  to  the  garden,  as 
she  was  too  warm  to  endure  the  heat 
of  the  supper-room.''  Did  you  leave 
her  alone?''     she  added  :   "Certainly 


THE    REPUBLICAN  S    MISTRESS.      299 

not,"  was  the  reply :  Sir  William  Ellis 
is  with  her."  At  the  name  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam, Genevieve  unconsciously  raised 
her  eyes  towards  the  Peruvian,  who 
was  near  enough  to  hear  their  conver- 
sation, and  she  perceived  him  utter  a 
half  muttered  execration,  and  rush 
from  the  room ;  she  was  now  so  ex- 
tremely uneasy  that  she  could  no 
longer  hide  her  apprehensions,  and 
she  begged  Ferdinand  so  seriously  to 
go  in  search  of  the  Duchess,  that,  be- 
lieving her  to  have  some  particular 
reason  for  her  earnestness,  he  besought 
her  to  be  pacified,  and  left  the  room. 

Geraldine,  who  had  possessed  un- 
common spirits  the  whole  of  the 
evening,  was  delighted  with  the  ho- 
mage which  she  beheld  paid  to  her 
by  all  around,  and  indulged  herself  in 
the  exertion  of  more  coquetry  than 
she  had  ever  before  displayed,  uncon- 
scious of  the  strict  observation  that 
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was  made  upon  her  behaviour ;  yet 
her  intentions  were  innocent,  and 
it  was  merely  the  triumph  of  gratified 
vanity  that  impelled  her,  without 
even  an  idea  that  her  motives  could 
be  misconstrued.  But  the  mask  was 
not  the  only  one  that  followed  her 
steps,  with  private  reasons  for  their 
conduct ;  her  host,  Sir  William  Ellis, 
v/as,  during  the  evening,  her  very 
shadow  :  aware  of  the  dress  she  would 
assume,  he  had  one  prepared  to  cor- 
respond with  those  of  her  companions, 
and  as  soon  as  he  had  received  his  com^ 
pany,  he  put  it  on  and  mingled  with 
the  groupe.  Geraldine,  who  was  in 
the  habit  of  hearing  the  most  flowery 
compliments  from  hinv,  listened  with- 
out either  disgust,  or  particular  at- 
tention, to  those  he  directed  towards 
her  during  the  evening,  her  imagina- 
tion being  much  more  occupied  by 
the  novelty  of  the  scene  around  her, 
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than  by  the  admiration  he  expressed  ; 
and  which^  as  he  generally  addressed 
the  Marchioness  in  the  same  strain, 
she  thought  mere  words  of  course  : 
but,  upon  her  declining  to  enter  the 
supper-rooms,  he  led  her  to  the  colon- 
nade, and  seating  her  upon  an  otto- 
man, brought  her  a  glass  of  ice, 
which  she  eat  in  silence  ;  and,  as  soon 
as  she  had  finished  it.  Sir  William 
threw  open  folding  glass -doors  which 
led  into  the  garden,  saying,  "  what 
a  lovely  night,  observe,  my  charming 
Duchess,  how  sweetly  the  moon  is 
reflected  upon  the  water;  this  serenity 
is  to  me  far  preferable  to  the  broad 
glare  of  day."  Geraldine,  without  he- 
sitation, stepped  from  the  colonnade 
into  the  garden,and  stood  for  an  instant 
admiring  the  beauty  of  the  rippling 
stream ;  v/hen,  finding  the  night- 
breeze  blow  rather  chilly,  she  turned 
again  to  enter  the  house,  but  the  doors 
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were  fastened,  nor  could  her  own  ex- 
ertions, nor  the  apparently  forcible 
one's  of  Sir  William  force  them 
open. 

"  How  unfortunate/'  he  exclaimed 
'^  they  close  with  a  spring  upon  the  in- 
side, it  is  impossible  for  us  to  gain  an 
entrance.'' 

''  Call/'  said  Geraldine,  "  perhaps 
some  person  may  hear  us." 

"  Not  for  the  world,  my  lovely 
Duchess" — he  rapidly  replied  "not for 
the  world,  would  I  expose  you  to  the 
censure  of  those  who  might  suppose 
our  being  alone  in  the  garden  at  this 
hour  was  not  unintentional." 

This  speech  awakened  Geraldine 
to  the  imprudence  she  had  been  guilty 
of,  and  exclaiming — "  Gracious  hea- 
vens !  how  must  I  act !"  she  leaned 
trembling  against  the  wall  for  sup- 
port. 

"  Why  agitate  yourself,  my  dearest 
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life,"  he  continued,  tenderly  taking 
her  hand,  '^  we  have  only  to  take  a  cir- 
cuit of  the  garden  and  reach  the 
other  door,  where  we  can  enter  with- 
out fear  of  observation." 

Alarmed  at  the  unusual  softness  of 
his  manner,  and  his  pressing  her 
hand  to  his  lips,  she  drew  it  from  him 
with  indignation,  saying,  "  No,  Sir, 
I  will  call  for  assistance,  I  ought  to 
fear  no  conjectures  so  much  as  your 
company ;"  and  with  the  utmost 
strength  she  possessed,  she  shook  the 
doors  ;  Sir  William  drew  respectfully 
back,  with  a  deep  sigh,  exclaiming — 

"  You  wrong  me.  Madam,  my  only 
care  was  for  your  welfare,  if  you 
choose  to  summon  the  company  to 
witness  our  situation,  I  can  have  no 
regret  but  for  yourself,  who  will,  by 
so  doing,  be  exposed  to  the  lash  of 
some  of  the  most  malevolent  slan- 
derers in  Bath." 
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"  Too  true/'  she  replied^  in  agony ; 
^'  oh  !  forgive  me,  forgive  me,  Sir  Wil- 
liam !  take  ine  into  the  house,  I  shall 
die  with  apprehension  if  I  remain 
here  longer."  Without  reply  he  seized 
her  offered  hand,  and  led  her  down  the 
walk  with  a  rapid  step,  and  placing 
his  arm  round  her  waist,  hurried  her 
forward  till  she  perceived  they  were 
leaving  the  house,  and  approaching 
a  small  summer-house  at  the  bottom 
of  the  garden,  the  door  of  which  was 
open,  and  by  a  light  burning  on  the 
table  she  perceived  there  was  no  one 
there  ;  with  all  her  strength  she  now 
struggled  to  escape  from  him,  say- 
ing, '^  Why  take  me  here.  Sir  Wil- 
liam, I  will  proceed  no  farther ;"  but 
exerting  himself  he  forcibly  detained 
her,  and  still  dragging  her  forward, 
replied,  "  lovely  Geraldine,  no  farther 
affectation ;  we  are  alone,  and  for 
worlds  I  w^ould  not  now  resign  you  : 
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perceiving  her  force  useless,  she  ut- 
tered loud  and  repeated  shrieks  for 
help,  which  Sir  William  endeavoured, 
but  in  vain,  to  silence  by  persuasions. 
He  had  dragged  her  as  far  as  the 
summer-house,  when  clinging  to  the 
door  posts  she  reiterated  her  cries  for 
help,  and  in  an  instant  a  loud  crash  of 
glass  was  heard,  and  a  figure  seen 
rushing  down  the  walk  towards  them. 
'^  Damnation  !"  muttered  Sir  William, 
relinquishing  his  hold,  and  plunging 
into  the  wilderness  that  skirted  the 
path  ;  whilst  Geraldine,  unable  to  sup- 
port herself,  sunk,  incapable  of  motion, 
upon  the  steps  of  the  summer-house. 
The  person  that  had  so  providen- 
tially preserved  her,  perceiving  the 
flight  of  her  assailant,  without  ap- 
proaching her,  pursued  his  track ; 
and  almost  instantly  another  person 
approached  from  the  house,  who, 
raising  her  from  the  earth,  her  fright 
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diminished  when  she  perceived  it  was 
Ferdinand  ;  she  scarcely  found  breath 
to  begin  an   explanation,   when  the 
report  of  pistols  were  heard,  and  Fer- 
dinand rushed  from  her  to  where  the 
sound  proceeded  from  :  excessive  ter- 
ror now  gave  her  strength,  and  flying 
towards  the  house,  she  entered  the  sup- 
per-room, pale,  her  dress  disordered, 
and  unable  to  breathe.     Her  wild  ap- 
pearance made  every  one  start  from 
their  seats  in  terror,  and  the  gentle- 
men surrounding  her,  she  pointed  to 
the  garden,  and  with  diflBculty  arti- 
culated— "  fly — pistols,"     before   she 
sunk  senseless  on  the  bosom  of  the 
Marchioness,  who  had  wildly  clasped 
her    in    her    arms.      The  gentlemen 
hastened   to  the  gardens,   when  the 
voice  of  Ferdinand,  calling  for  help, 
struck  their  ear,  and  upon  approach- 
ing, they  found  him  kneeling  by  the 
bleeding  body  of  Sir  William  Ellis, 
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who  apparently  dying,  lay  stretched 
at  his  feet ;  whilst  a  noble  looking 
man  in  the  habit  of  a  Peruvian  was 
leaning  against  a  tree,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  staunch  with  the  drapery  of  his 
dress,  the  blood  which  flowed  pro- 
fusely from  a  wound  in  his  side.  As 
both  parties  appeared  to  stand  equally 
in  want  of  their  assistance,  without 
any  questions,  both  were  instantly 
conveyed  into  the  house,  and  medical 
assistance  sent  for ;  some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen undertook  to  convey  the  ladies 
to  their  homes,  whilst  others  remained 
to  see  that  every  attention  was  paid  to 
the  wounded  sufferers,  for  it  w^as  ascer- 
tained that  Sir  William  still  breathed. 
At  the  moment  of  her  fainting  Ge- 
raldine  had  been  surrounded  by  all 
the  females  that  remained  in  the  sup- 
per-room, and,  as  soon  as  she  reco- 
vered, was  assailed  by  numerous 
questions  as   to   the   cause    of    what 
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had  happened :  but,  without  answer- 
ing them,  she  leaned  her  head  upon 
the  shoulder  of  Genevieve,  and  shed  a 
torrent  of  tears ;  her  friend  endeavoured 
to  soothe  and  pacify  her,  but  before 
she  had  succeeded,  Ferdinand  entered 
with  Mr.  Martin,  whom  he  informed 
the  Marchioness  would  conduct  them 
home,  and  he  then  retired  to  attend 
the  surgeons,  whilst  they  examined 
the    state  of  their  patients'  wounds : 
but  what  was  the  surprize  of  Ferdi- 
nand when  the  mask  was  taken  from 
the  face  of  the  Peruvian,  to   behold 
his   friend,   the  Duca  De    Sebastino, 
whom     he     had     imagined     still     in 
Spain  !  With  an  expression  of  rapture 
he    hastened  towards    him,   but   was 
mortified  to  the  soul  by   the  Duca's 
turning  from  him  with  an  air  of  in- 
difference, and  addressing  some  appa- 
rently trifling  question  to  a  gentle- 
man who  stood  by  his  side.     As  the 
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room  was   filled   with    spectators  he 
did  not  chiise  to  ask  for   an  expla- 
nation of  this  behaviour,  but  he  was  so 
much  hurt  by  the  shock  it  gave  him, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  retire  into  ano- 
ther room  to  conceal  and  conquer  his 
feelings  ;   when  he  returned  he  found 
the  Duca's  wound  slight,  and  that  of 
Sir    William's  declared    dangerous  : 
but,   Sir    William    averring  that  he 
was  the  aggressor,  the    Duca,  whose 
name  no  one  appeared  to  be  acquainted 
with,  was  allowed  to  be  taken  to  his 
own   lodgings,   as  no  persuasions  or 
representation  of  danger  could  prevail 
upon  him  to  permit  himself  to  be  con- 
veyed to  bed  beneath  the  roof  of  his 
antagonist.     A  litter  was  accordingly 
constructed  for  him,  and  he  was  con- 
veyed home  without  even  deigning  a 
look  towards  the  Marquis,  who,  not- 
withstanding his  unaccountable  con- 
duct, assisted  the  other  gentlemen  in 
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their  efforts  to  contribute  towards  the 
ease  of  both  him  and  Sir  William ; 
which,  when  they  had  done,  they  re- 
tired to  their  respective  homes. 

As  uninformed  as  at  first  of  the 
cause  of  the  quarrel,  which  had  changed 
to  grief  the  long  expected  pleasures 
of  the  evening,  upon  his  return  home 
Ferdinand  found  both  his  w^ife  and 
Geraldine  impatiently  awaiting  his 
return  ;  when,  having  satisfied  them 
with  slight  and  evasive  answers,  he 
desired  the  Duchess  to  explain  the 
mystery  of  the  quarrel,  carefully  con- 
cealing from  her  his  discovery  of  the 
Duca  ;  she  recounted  the  scene  in  the 
garden,  with  the  appearance  of  her 
preserver  and  defender,  whom  she  did 
not  recognize,  as  he  followed  the 
track  of  Sir  William  ;  the  blood  of 
Ferdinand  rushed  tumultuously  to  his 
heart  at  the  account  of  the  insult  that 
had  been  offered  her,  and  he  could  not 
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sufficiently  admire  the  chance  that 
had  sent  her  husband  to  her  rescue, 
who  had  shattered  the  glass-door  that 
barred  his  entrance  to  the  gardens  to 
pieces  when  he  heard  her  cries ;  yet 
he  suspected  something  more  than 
mere  chance  must  have  brought  him 
thither,  or  why  come  secretly  and  in 
disguise?  and  these  suspicions  were 
confirmed,  when,  upon  the  Duchess' 
retiring,  Genevieve  repeated  to  him 
her  conversation  with  the  disguised 
Duca,  which  plainly  told  her  some  im- 
position hadbeen  practised,  which  Fer- 
dinand, too  much  agitated  to  think  of 
rest,  determined  on  the  following  day 
to  have  explained. 

At  an  early  hour  the  next  morning 
he  mounted  his  horse  and  rode  to  Bath, 
and,  calling  at  the  lodgings  of  the 
Duca,  he  sent  up  a  note  requesting  an 
interview  to  clear  up  the  mystery  of 
the  preceding  evening,  but  after  wait- 
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ing  a  short  time  the  servant  returned 
with  the  answer^  that  the  Duca  de 
Sebastino  had  not  the  honour  of  the 
gentleman's  acquaintance.  Enraged 
and  indignant,  Ferdinand  quitted  the 
house  without  reply,  and  repaired  to 
Sir  William  Ellis's,  whom  he  intended 
to  question  as  to  the  motives  which 
urged  him  so  publicly  to  insult  the 
Duchess ;  but  here  he  was  likewise 
disappointed,  Sir  William  v^^as  too  ill 
to  see  any  person  but  his  medical  at- 
tendants, and  baffled  in  both  his  in- 
tentions, Ferdinand  returned  slowly 
to  his  home ;  but,  upon  entering  the 
sitting-parlour,  he  was  surprized  to  find 
the  I>uchess  in  an  agony  of  tears 
hanging  around  the  neck  of  Gene- 
vieve, yet  dressed  as  if  she  were  going 
out ;  his  looks  betrayed  his  astonish- 
ment, and  the  Marchioness,  as  well  as 
her  friend,  being  unable  to  speak, 
stretched  out  her  hand  to  him  with  a 
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letter^  which  he  hastily  seized,  and, 
perceiving  the  signature  of  the  Duca 
at  the  bottom,  read  as  follows : 

^^  Infatuated  woman — yet  still  dear 
to  the  man  whom  your  conduct  has 
dishonoured,  if  you  are  not  as  lost  to 
virtue  as  to  propriety,  leave  those  false 
friends  whose  carelessness  has  exposed 
your  youth  to  trials  they  should  have 
shielded  you  from  :  but  fallen,  as  you 
are,  from  the  bright  object  you  once 
appeared,  the  name  you  bear  must  be 
respected  even  by  him  who  unfortu- 
nately conferred  it  on  you  ;  go  with- 
out question  or  reluctance  with  the 
person  who  brings  you  this,  and  the 
time  may  arrive  that  your  penitence 
may  move  to  forgiveness  ^le  injured 

De  Sebastino." 

This  billet  sufficiently  explained  the 
situation  of  the  weeping  pair  ;  it  had 

vol.  III.  p 
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been  given  to  G  eraldine  by  a  servant, 
and  was  the  first  intelligence  she  had 
received  of  the  return  of  her  husband  : 
upon  which  Genevieve  unfolded  to 
her  all  that  had  passed,  which  she  was 
unacquainted  with,  and  the  intelli- 
gence overwhelmed  her  with  such 
agonizing  sensations,  that  she  was  for 
some  time  incapable  of  deciding  how 
to  act ;  and  Genevieve,  deciding  for 
her,  ordered  her  maid  to  arrange  a 
few  necessaries  for  her  lady  as  quick 
as  possible,  and  leave  the  remainder  to 
be  sent  after  her  Vv^hen  they  should  be 
informed  of  the  place  of  her  residence. 
Ferdinand  felt  the  highest  indignation 
at  the  style  of  the  note ;  the  term 
'^  false  friend,"  he  proudly  felt  he  did 
not  deserji^e,  but  without  any  com- 
ment he  laid  it  upon  the  table,  and 
endeavoured  to  soothe  the  almost  con- 
vulsed Geraldine,  who,  sobbing  alter- 
nately, entreated  them  to  forgive  her 
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for  the  insult  she  had  occasioned  them. 
Pressing  her  to  their  hearts,  they  exo- 
nerated her  of  the  slightest  intention 
of  giving  them  uneasiness,  and  bade 
her  look  forward  with  hope  to  the 
time  when  the  noble  nature  of  the 
Duca  would  overcome  the  spells 
which  some  enemy  to  his  peace  had 
cast  around  his  reason,  and  when  she 
Avould  be  restored  to  that  place  in  his 
heart,  her  innocence  and  affection 
might  demand. 

^'  And  when  he  does,"  she  replied, 
"  we  shall  be  restored  to  each  other, 
ah!  how  keen  will  be  the  regret  of 
Sebastino  when  he  is  aware  of  the  in- 
justice he  is  guilty  of  towards  hearts 
like  yours." 

Then,  folding  her  arms  i:ound  them, 
she  blessed  them,  and,  bursting  from 
their  embrace,  rushed  from  the  rocm. 
Being  assisted  by  her  maid  into  the 
carriage  that  waited  for  her,  it  drove 
p  2 
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rapidly  from  the  door,  leaving  Gene- 
vieve bathed  in  tears,  and  Ferdinand 
more  affected  than  he  chose  to  avow. 
Snatching  up  his  hat,  he  walked  into 
the  garden  to  recover  his  composure. 
The  entrance   of  the   Countess  and 
Mrs.  Percival,  who  had  but  just  risen, 
awoke  Genevieve  to  the  remembrance 
of  what  was  due  to  herself,  and,  trying 
to  overcome  her  feelings,  she  entered 
into  an  explanation  of  what  had  past, 
and  they  joined  with  her  in   conclu- 
ding that  the   Duca  must  have  been 
prejudiced  against  his  wife  and  friends 
before   his  arrival  at   Bath,  as  Geral- 
dine's  conduct  the  preceding  evening, 
though  gay,  was  far  from  bearing  the 
stamp  of  levity  ;  and  her  general  de- 
portment   was    circumspect    in    the 
extreme.     Mrs.  Percival  lamented  his 
infatuation,  which   undoubtedly  gave 
more  pain  to  himself  than  to  others, 
and  the  Countess,   thanked  Heaven, 
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that  she  had  not  married  a  Spaniard. 
Ferdinand's     re  -  entrance     reminded 
them  that  they  had  not  breakfasted, 
and  they  immediately  sat  down  to  the 
repast,  which  they  had  scarcely  con- 
cluded, before  Henri  entered,  and  said, 
that  he   had,    unbidden,  dogged   the 
carriage  that  contained  Geraldine,  and 
that  he  had  seen  her  and  her  maid 
enter  the  house  where  the  Duca  was 
lodged,  when  the  carriage  instantly 
drove  away.     This  unexpft<>t'^'l  intel- 
ligence was  a  great  relief  to  the  heart  of 
Genevieve,  and  she  began  to  hope  that 
if  the  Duca  suffered  his  wife  to  appear 
before  him,  truth  would  prevail,  and 
a  reconciliation  be  the  speedy  conse- 
quence.    In  this   hope   several   days 
passed  without    their    hearing   from 
either  the  Duca  or  Duchess;  the  re 
mainder  of  her  wardrobe  was  packed 
up    and  sent    by    her  own    footman 
to  the   Duca's   lodgings;    they  were 
received  but  no  answer  sent,  and  they 
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remained  in  uncertainty  with  regard 
to  her  fate. 

The  Count  and  Countess^  with  Mr» 
and  Mrs.  Percival,  returned  to  Lon- 
don, and  Ferdinand  endeavoured,  by 
conversing  with  his  Genevieve,  to 
banish  the  uneasiness  that  the  conduct 
of  his  friend  had  excited.  Genevieve, 
in  the  company  of  Ferdinand,  and 
blest  with  the  smiles  of  her  lovely  in- 
fant, would  soon  have  forgotten  much 
greater  uneasiness ;  and  relying:  that 
the  innocence  of  Geraldine  would 
soon  be  universally  known,  she  bore 
without  repining  the  little  sarcastic 
hints,  which  common  acquaintance 
are  so  fond  of  throwing  out  beneath 
the  guise  of  kindness  and  good-na- 
ture. 

Geraldine,  when  she  forced  herself 
from  the  arms  of  her  friends,  was  too 
much  overwhelmed  with  grief  to  no- 
tice the  road  they  took,  but  was  rather 
surprised  to  find  her  journey  terminate 
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at  Bath,  as  she  had  fully  expected  a 
more  distant  route^ 

When  she  alighted  from  the  carriage, 
the  jSrst  person  she  met  was  Antonio, 
the  favourite  attendant  of  the  Duca  ; 
perceiving  her  agitation,  he  threw 
open  the  door  of  a  parlour,  and  pour- 
ing out  a  glass  of  water  from  a  de- 
canter that  stood  on  a  side-board, 
brought  it  to  her,  and  she  drank  it ; 
yet  it  was  several  minutes  before  she 
was  able  to  enquire  for  the  Duca. 

^^He  is  better,  Madame,"  replied 
Antonio,  ^^than  we  could  have  possibly 
expected,  and  your  visit  will,  I  am 
sure,  soon  restore  him  to  health." 

Visit!  she  repeated,  "are  you  igno- 
rant, Antonio,  of  what  has  passed, 
and  that  I  am  sent  for  ?" 

"Certainly  not,  Madame,"  he  re- 
plied ;  "  I  said  visit,  but  I  meant  your 
ready  compliance." 

"  I  understand  you,  my  good  fel- 
low,"  said  Geraldine,  "  you  wished 
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to  spare  my  feelings,  but  I  am  now 
equal  to  the  interview ;  lead  me 
to  my  husband,  his  reproaches  may 
break  my  heart,  but  my  conscience 
cannot  accuse  me  of  a  thought  to- 
wards him,  that  has  not  love  and  re- 
verence for  its  basis." 

''  I  am  sure  of  that,"  he  replied^  and 
yet,  Madame,  I  dare  not  as  yet  take 
you  to  my  Lord.  Do  not  leave  me, 
Madame ;  let  me  shew  you  to  the 
apartments  prepared  for  you,  and  I 
will  then  inform  his  Grace  of  your 
arrival." 

"  Be  it  so,"  said  the  Duchess,  "  I 
find  I  am  to  remain  beneath  the 
same  roof,  yet  not  admitted  to  his 
presence.  Oh,  my  mother  !  did  you 
in  your  last  moments  divine  this  sad 
disgrace  of  your  child? — and,  bursting 
into  tears,  it  was  some  time  before  she 
was  able  to  follow  the  steps  of  the  sym- 
pathising Antonio,  who,  having  led  her 
o  the  apartments  on  the  first  floor,  quit- 
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ted  her  to  inform  theDuca  of  her  arrival. 
Upon  his  entrance  into  the  apartment 
the  poor  fellow's  expressive  counte- 
nance betrayed  his  feelings.  The  Duca 
looked  earnestly  upon  him,  as  he  said, 
"  the  Duchess  is  arrived  my  Lord." — 
A  flush  for  an  instant  suffused  the  face 
of  his  master  ;  but  only  saying,  "  It  is 
well ;"  he  drew  the  bed-clothes  closer 
over  him,  and  Antonio,  perceiving  he 
wished  for  no  further  conversation 
quitted  the  room. 

Geraldine  remained  only  with  her 
maid  till  near  the  hour  of  dinner, 
when  a  servant  entered  to  lay  the 
cloth,  and  she  asked  for  Antonio; 
"  He  is  engaged  with  his  lord, 
Madame,"  was  the  reply  "  Where  is 
the  Duca's  chamber  ?"  she  enquired. 
"  Exactly  over    this   Madame," 

The  servant  having  then  concluded 
the  business  which  brought  him,  re- 
tired ;  and  Geraldine  was  again  alone. 
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In  a  few  minutes  her  dinner  was  served 
up,  which  although  she  had  not  break- 
fasted, she  scarcely  tasted.  j^When  the 
cloth  was  removed,  her  maid  retired 
with  the  footman  to  dine  with  the 
other  servants,  and  Geraldine  re- 
mained for  some  time  sitting  pensively 
in  her  chair,  without  even  noticing 
their  absence,  till  she  heard  several 
footsteps  move  quickly  about  the 
Duca's  apartment.  "  He  is  worse,"  she 
internally  repeated  and  liis  wife,  she 
who  has  sworn  to  love  and  soothe  his 
sorrows,  his  wife,  sits  supinely  in  her 
chair,  content  with  the  sentence  of 
banishment,  which  anger  has  de- 
nounced against  her."  She  then  heard 
the  steps  descend  the  stairs,  and  she 
reflected  it  was  most  probably  the 
servants  removing  whatever  had  been 
ordered  for  his  repast ;  but,  rising 
from  her  seat,  she  traversed  the  room 
with  disordered  steps.    All  was  now 
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silent  in  the  apartment  above^  and  she 
laid  her  hand  upon  the  lock  of  the  door ; 
it  yielded  to  her  touch,  and  she  per- 
ceived she  was  not  a  prisoner.  "  Per- 
haps, she  thought,  he  expects  that  I 
shall  force  myself  into  his  presence  ; 
my  pusillanimity  may  be  mistaken 
for  guilty"  yet  she  trembled  so  that 
she  was  obliged  to  seat  herself  for 
a  few  minutes  to  regain  her  courage  ; 
when,  opening  the  door,  she  silently 
ascended  the  stairs ;  but  again  pausing 
at  the  door  of  her  husband's  apart- 
ment, she  breathed  an  inward  prayer 
for  fortitude,  and  without  longer  he- 
sitation opened  the  door  and  entered. 
It  was  almost  evening,  and  the  curtain 
of  the  window,  as  well  as  of  the  bed, 
being  drawn,  the  room  was  nearly  dark. 
The  Duca,  who  was  lying  thinking  of 
her,  though  not  supposing  her  so  near, 
heard  her  light  step,  and  in  a  faint 
voice  exclaimed,  "Antonio,  is  it  you?" 
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''  No/'  my  dear  Lord,  she  exclaimed^ 
^'  it  is  me,  your  Geraldine,"  and  rush- 
ing towards  him,  she  fell  upon  her 
knees  by  the  bedside. 

"MyGeraldine,"he  repeated,  "why 
Madame  are  you  here  ?Asickchamber 
can  be  no  proper  scene  for  a  woman 
the  most  gay  and  inconstant  of  her  sex." 
'•  Hear  me,"  she  replied,  "I  am  no 
longer  gay  nor  ever  was  inconstant ; 
the  dreadful  situation  which  you  last 
night  accidentallypreservedmefrom"— 
*^  Not  accidentally,"  he  interrupted, 
"  I  have  too  sure,  too  certain  proof  of 
your  baseness ;  your  cries  might  be  art, 
caprice,  and  I  perhaps  an  unwelcome 
intruder — go  Madame  and  show  your 
attentions  where  they  will  be  more 
agreeable,  go  to  the  happy  Sir  William 
Ellis,  and  leave  the  man  you  despise 
to  die  alone." 

Geraldine,  who  had  with  difficulty 

summoned  fortitude  sufficient  to  sup- 
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port  this  interview,  at  this  display  of 
stern  contempt  from  the  man  she 
loved;,  felt  her  heart  die  within  her ; 
she  endeavoured  to  raise  herself  from 
the  pillow  over  which  she  had  leaned 
in  an  attitude  of  supplication ;  her  im- 
ploring eyes  met  his^  whose  angry 
glances  penetrated  her  soul,  and  she 
sunk,  insensible,  upon  the  pillow  she 
was  rising  from.  It  was  some  minutes 
before  the  Duca  discovered  that  she 
had  fainted ;  his  soul  was  in  tumult, 
and  he  purposely  avoided  casting  an 
eye  towards  her,  till  surprized  at  her 
long  silence,  he  turned  his  head  and 
perceived  her  cheek  and  lips  wore  the 
hue  of  death  ;  raising  himself  as  well 
as  he  was  able,  he  rung  his  bell  vio- 
lently, and,  leaning  over  her,  the  stern 
character  of  his  mind  melted  into 
gentleness;  he  thought  of  her  in- 
nocence and  affection  ;  and  the  con- 
viction that  she  was  still  the  same. 
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entered  his  heart  and  pressing  his  lips 
to  her  cold  forehead  he  felt  as  if  a 
load  of  woe  was  removed  from  his 
soul,  and  he  was  bending  over  her 
with  looks  of  the  utmost  solicitude, 
when  Antonio,  alarmed  by  his  bell, 
entered  the  room,  "where  is  your 
lady's  attendant  ?"  said  the  Duca, 
"  send  her  hither  instantly." 

Antonio  flew  to  obey  him,  and  re- 
turned with  her  maid,  by  whose  as- 
sistance she  was  soon  brought  to 
herself,  and  fetching  a  deep  sigh  she 
recollected  the  past,  and  leaning  her 
head  upon  the  shoulder  of  her  attend- 
ant burst  into  tears.  The  Duca,  pene- 
trated to  the  soul  took  one  of  her 
hands  in  his,  and  tenderly  pressing  it, 
said,  "  Geraldine,  my  love,  retire  to 
your  apartment  for  to  night ;  to-mor- 
row we  will  speak  further  :"  the  un- 
expected tenderness  of  his  tone  and 
manner  caused  a  revulsion  in  her  feel- 
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ings^  which  again  almost  reduced  her 
to  insensibility;  her  tears  continued 
to  flow,  and  she  was  incapable  of 
answering,  but  her  expressive  eyes 
plainly  spoke  her  surprize  and  de- 
light. "  We  are  both  too  much 
agitated,"  he  added,  "to  continue  the 
subject  to  night,  in  the  morning  we 
will  meet  again  ;  but,  lest  you  should 
think  that  I  have  acted  thus  without 
cause,  read  this,  (taking  a  paper  from 
under  his  pillow)  it  has  for  two  dread- 
ful months  been  my  daily  and  nightly 
companion,  and  reflectwhat  a  heart  like 
mine  must  feel  at  its  perusal."  He  then 
pressed  her  hand  to  his  lips,  saying,  "  I 
condemn  ed  you  unheard,myGeraldine; 
let  his  speakmy  conviction  of  your  in- 
nocence," and  resigning  her  to  the  arms 
of  her  woman,  she  assisted  her  to  leave 
the  chamber,  her  frame  weak  and  ex- 
hausted, but  her  heart  too  happy  to 
give  it  vent  in  words. 
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When  left  alone,  it  was  some  time 
before  Geraldine  could  prevail  upon 
herself  to  banish  her  present  happy 
sensation  by  a  perusal  of  the  paper 
which  had  caused  her  so  much  uneasi- 
ness, but  at  length  she  unfolded  it ;  it 
was  a  letter  from  England,  directed 
"to  the  Duca Sebastino"  at  his  usual 
residence  in  Spain,  a  circumstance 
that  astonished  her,  as  no  person  but 
herself  had  ever  written  to  him,  that 
she  knew  of ;  and  his  address  was  not 
known  except  to  the  friends  of  the 
family  ;  hastily  opening  it  she  read  as 
follows  :— "  Your  Grace  may  per- 
haps not  give  credit  to  the  letter  of  a 
sti-anger,  but  one  who  cannot  endure 
to  see  your  noble  nature  thus  abused, 
can  no  longer  resist  the  impulse  of 
informing  you  of  the  well-known 
perfidy  of  your  wife.  The  friends  she 
was  by  you  intrusted  to,  have  be- 
trayed, or    been   negligent   of  their 
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charge;  it  is  said,  the  fortune  they 
now  enjoy,  depends  upon  their  blind- 
ness to  her  follies,  as  Sir  William  Ellis, 
the  object  of  Geraldine's  affections,  is 
the  right  heir  of  the  estate  which  the 
wife  of  the  Marquis  D'Uxelles  now 
holds  by  the  frail  tenure  ofSir  William's 
forbearance  alone ;  these  are  strong  mo- 
tives for  compliance  with  the  wishes  of 
two  ardent  lovers,whose  dream  of  never 
ending  felicity  is  fearfully  interrupted 
by  your  expected  arrival ;  make  what 
use  of  this  you  please,  a  faithless  wife 
is  no  loss,  seas  divide  you,  and  Ge- 
raldine,  not  sought  for,  will  never  again 
seek  you ;  nay,  your  presence  may 
cause  her  flight  from  all  but  the  ob- 
ject of  her  dotage. 

A  Friend." 

Geraldine  perused  the  black  scrawl 
more  than  once  before  she  could  re- 
cover her  recollection  sufficiently  to 
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reflect  upon  the  written  reasons  which 
were  evidently  to  separate  herself  and 
the  Duca,  yet  what  interest  could  any 
being  whatever  have  in  rendering 
them  so  completely  miserable  ?  She 
was  lost  in  conjecture  ;  and,  notwith- 
standing her  exhausted  frame,  sleep 
did  not  close  her  eyes  till  morning. — 
When  she  awoke,  slie  enquired  for  the 
Duca,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of 
hearing  he  was  better,  and  that  he 
had  sent  word  as  soon  as  the  surgeons 
had  visited  him  he  wished  to  see  her ; 
enquiring  at  what  hour  they  came, 
she  was  informed  they  were  just  ar- 
rived, upon  which  she  arose,  and  tak- 
ing a  hasty  breakfast  was  ready  to  see 
him  as  soon  as  they  departed.  The 
Duca  received  her  with  a  smile,  and 
enquired  if  she  had  perused  the  letter, 
and  could  form  any  guess  as  to  the 
writer?  She  replied,  she  had,  but 
the  hand  she  know  not,  though  evi- 
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dently  it  was  from  a  bitter  enemy  of 
them    both.      She  then  explained  to 
him  how  groundless  was  the  assertion 
of  Sir  WiUiam  Ellis's  having  the  least 
claim  to  the  estate  of  the  Marchioness, 
and  prevailed  upon  him  to  permit  her 
to  send  it  to  the  hall  for  the  inspection 
of  Ferdinand,  who  possibly  might  be 
able  to  discover  the  writer ;  to  this  the 
Ducawith  some  reluctance  assented, 
declaring,   "  that  if  falsely  he  had  ac- 
cused his  friend,  he  should  never  again 
be  able  to  behold  him ;  but  Geraldine 
prevailed,  and,  inclosing  the  letter  in 
one  from    herself  to  Genevieve,  she 
devoted  herself  to  the  attendance  the 
Duca's  situation  demanded,' as  she  had 
declared  she  would  be  his   principal 
nurse,  an  offer  he  felt  too  much  gratified 
by  to  refuse ;  and  the  day  passed  away 
in  alternate  explanations  and   assur- 
ances of  attachment,  which  banished 
every  doubt  from  his  breast,  before 
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he  received  the  most  strong  and  une- 
quivocal proofs  of  her  innoceonce. 

When  Antonio  (who  was    Geral- 
dine's  messenger)  arrived  at  the  hall, 
the   Marquis    and   Marchioness  were 
just  ascending  their  carriage  to  take  a 
ride  round  the  beautiful  environs^  at- 
tended  by  the    nurse-maid    and  her 
little  charge^,  who  were  their  constant 
companions  ;  perceiving  Antonio  they 
anticipated   some  favourable    intelli- 
gence   from    their    beloved    Duchess, 
and  they  entered  the  house  to  receive 
her  despatch :  they  read  the  vile  scrawl 
with  the  horror  it  merited,  and  Fer- 
dinand  instantly  surmised    that     Sir 
William  Ellis  was  the  author  ;  his  be- 
haviour to  the  Duchess  proved  that 
he  wished  to  disunite  her  from  her 
husband,  and  no   one  but  him  knew 
the  Duca's  address  ;  for,  being  present 
when  the  letter  arrived  that  announced 
his  return,  Gerald  in  e,  in  the  joy  of  her 


THE    republican's    MISTRESS.       333 

heart,  had  made  its  contents  public, 
and  writing  an  immediate  answer  had 
accepted  Sir  William's  offer  of  seeing 
it  safe  in  the  post-office,  which  she 
generally  made  a  point  of  doing  her- 
self. Ferdinand,  with  this  impression 
instantly  departed  in  the  carriage  for 
Bath,  with  the  letter,  determined  to 
demand  an  interview  with  SirWilliam, 
and  tax  him  with  his  baseness,  whilst 
Genevieve  retired  to  write  to  the 
Duchess  their  suspicions,  and  hopes  of 
discovery. 

Ferdinand  was  within  a  mile  of 
Bath,  when  the  carriage  stopped,  and 
a  servant  he  knew  to  be  Sir  William's, 
accosted  him,  saying,  "  that  he  was 
proceeding  to  the  hall,  and  was  happy 
that  he  had  met  him,  as  his  master 
was  given  over  by  the  surgeons,  and 
wished  to  speak  with  him  before  he 
died."  Ferdinand,  both  shocked  and 
surprised,  forgot  tnuch  of  his  anger 
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and  indignation,  and  ordered  the  car- 
riage to  proceed  as  quick  as  possible. 
When  he  arrived  at  the  house,  he  was 
shewn  up  to  the  apartment  of  Sir 
William,  w^hom  he  found  in  bed,  sup- 
ported by  pillows,  and  surrounded  by 
medical  men,  and  two  gentlemen  of 
the  law.  When  he  saw  the  Marquis, 
he  bowed  his  head  with  confusion  ;  but 
quickly  recovering  himself,  he  said, 
"  Let  me  make  the  earliest  atonement 
in  my  power;  I  know  not  how  soon 
T  may  be  incapable  of  it."  "  Sir 
William,"  exclaimed  the  Marquis, 
"  I  obey  your  commands  in  attending 
yoU;,  but  I  was  upon  my  road  hither 
when  I  met  your  messenger.  Tell 
me,"  he  continued,  throwing  the 
Duca's  letter  on  the  bed,  "  do  you 
know  aught  of  that  ?"  Sir  William 
groaned,  then  replied,  "  I  do  :  I  wrote 
it."  "  Unhappy  man,"  exclaimed 
Ferdinand — "  but  your  situation  pre- 
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vents  my  reproaching  you.  What 
injury  had  the  noble  Sebastino  clone 
you,  that  you  should  have  given  him  ' 
such  heart-rending  agony  as  the  re- 
ceipt of  that  vile  scroll  must  have 
done  ?"  "  None,"  he  returned,  "  but 
the  charms  of  his  lovely  wife  had 
sunk  deep  into  my  soul ;  for  her  sake 
I  sought  an  acquaintance  with  your 
family,  which  I  before  abhorred ;  but 
your  virtues  have  taught  me  to  esteem 
you,  though  nothing  could  move  me 
from  my  designs  upon  the  fascinating 
Geraldine,  whose  artlessness  fanned 
the  flame  that  grew  at  length  beyond 
controul ;  and  I  wrote  that  letter  to 
her  husband,  hoping  his  Spanish  jea- 
lousy would  take  the  alarm,  and  he 
would  abandon  her  as  a  disgrace,  when 
I  hoped  I  might  persuade  her  to  take 
refuge  in  my  arms.  But  I  was  de- 
ceived :  it  doubtless  hastened  his  arri- 
val, and  I  am  the  victim  of  my  own 
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deceit."  I  am  happy,  "  replied  Fer- 
dinand, "  to  find  that  you  are  moved 
to  make  this  confession;  it  will  re- 
establish the  happiness  of  Geraldine, 
and  you  perhaps  may  live  to  make 
further  atonement."  The  dying  man 
shook  his  head,  and  said,  "  That  is 
impossible ;  a  mortification  has  already 
taken  place,  and  my  hours  are  num- 
bered ;  but  I  have  not  been  unmindful 
of  my  promises  :  I  have  occupied  the 
few  last  hours  of  my  life  in  acts  of 
justice.  Your  son  is  my  heir.  One 
of  those  papers  is  my  will ;  the  other, 
directed  to  the  Duke  de  Sebastino, 
clears,  beyond  a  doubt,  the  character 
of  his  wife."  '^  May  he  grant  his  for- 
giveness as  sincerely  as  I  now  do 
mine,"  replied  Ferdinand.  "  It  is 
well,"  said  Sir  William;  ''  let  me 
now  be  left  alone  ;  if  I  am  again  able 
to  converse,  I  will  send  to  you.  Mar- 
quis; if  not,  farewell.-'      Ferdinand 
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took  his  offered  hand^  and  though  he 
could  not  grieve,  yet  he  felt  deeply 
impressed  with  the  solemnity  of  the 
scene  ;  and,  quitting  the  room  with  the 
papers  in  his  hand,  he  entered  his  car- 
riage, and  returned  to  the  hall,  as  he 
did  not  think  proper,  after  the  insult 
he  had  received  from  the  Duca,  to 
wait  upon  him  uninvited  ;  although, 
since  the  reasons  for  his  conduct  were 
explained,  he  felt  no  resentment. 

^\fter  informing  Genevieve  of  the 
interview,  he  inclosed  the  Duca's 
packet  in  a  letter  to  Geraldine,  and 
immediately  despatched  it  to  Bath. 
In  less  than  two  hours  they  beheld  a 
carriage  drive  rapidly  towards  the 
house ;  and  as  soon  as  the  door  was 
open,  Geraldine  leaped  out  and  flew 
into  their  arms.  Her  joy  at  this  meet- 
ing was  expressed  by  tears  and  half- 
stifled  sobs ;  but  as  soon  as  she  was 
recovered,  she  said  ''  she  came  by  the 
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express  desire  of  the  Diica,  to  make 
every  apology  for  his  conduct,  and  to 
entreat  them,  as  a  mark  of  reconcilia- 
tion, to  pay  him  a  visit,  as  his  situa- 
tion prevented  him  from  paying  them 
that  due  mark  of  his  regret  for  the 
past."  Though  they  would  not  make 
the  first  advances  towards  a  recon- 
ciliation, yet  they  too  sincerely  re- 
spected the  Duca  not  eagerly  to  accept 
the  overture  of  liis  renewed  friend- 
ship ;  and^  entering  the  carriage  with 
Geraldine,they  instantly  accompanied 
her  to  the  house  of  the  Duca,  whom 
they  found  already  able  to  quit  his 
bed,  though  not  his  chamber.  Upon 
the  entrance  of  the  Marquis  with 
Genevieve,  he  stretched  out  his  hands 
towards  them,  saying,  '^  Can  you 
forgive  your  hasty,  prejudging,  yet 
penitent  friend?''  They  took  his 
offered  hands,  and  piessing  them  to 
Iheir  hearts,  entreated   him  to  think 
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no  more  of  a  circumstance  that  had 
given  them  all  so  much  pain.  He 
then  informed  them,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived Sir  William's  anonymous  letter 
at  the  same  time  he  had  the  last  the 
Duchess  had  written;  that  its  contents 
had  irritated  him  almost  to  madness^ 
and,  without  any  other  attendant  than 
his  faithful  Antonio,  he  immediately 
quitted  Spain,  and  upon  his  arrival  in 
England  repaired  to  Bath,  where  he 
kept  himself  concealed,  determining 
not  rashly  to  believe  report,  but  have, 
if  possible,  occular  proof  of  his  wife's 
infidelity ;  in  consequence  of  which 
he  procured  a  ticket  to  Sir  William's 
fete,  and  followed  the  steps  of  the 
Duchess  during  the  night,  whose  free 
deportment  to  his  jaundiced  eye  ap- 
peared a  full  confirmation  of  his  dis- 
honour—and when  Ferdinand  said, 
^'  he  had  left  her  in  company  with  Sir 
William,'^   he  quitted  the  room  with 
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the  resolution  of  demanding  satisfac- 
tion for  his  injuries,  having  purposely 
brought  loaded  pistols  with  him.  On 
his  arrival  at  the  colonnade,  he  found 
the  door  fastened,  when  he  was  about 
to  return  ,having  no  suspicion  that  they 
were  in  the  garden,  till  he  heard  the 
screams  of  Geraldine,  when  he  imme- 
diately burst  open  the  doors  and  fol- 
lowed her  assailant,  whom  he  little 
suspected  to  be  Sir  William,  whom 
he  supposed  a  favoured  lover  ;  that 
upon  this  discovery,  reflection  bade 
him  think  her  innocent,  and  the 
packet  of  SirWilliam,  which  contained 
a  full  confession  of  his  views,  con- 
firmed it^  and  restored  the  happiness 
he  had  nearly  destroyed  for  ever. 
Peace  once  more  restored  to  this  little 
circle,  it  appeared  as  if  their  proba- 
tionary trials  were  at  an  end;  and  the 
rest  of  their  days  they  were  to  enjoy 
the    reward    of    persecuted     virtue. 
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In  the  evening,  they  heard  that  Sir 
William  had  breathed  his  last ;  but 
as  he  had  before  so  many  witnesses 
avowed  that  he  provoked  his  fate,  the 
Duca  was  never  troubled  with  even  a 
question  concerning  it,  yet  the  mild 
Geraldine  wept  in  secret,  that  the 
hand  of  the  man  she  loved  was  stained 
with  blood  ;  but  reflection  meliorated 
her  feelings  upon  the  subject,  and 
bade  her  look  upon  him  as  an  humble 
instrument  in  the  hands  of  providence 
to  punish  perfidy  and  guilt. 

Ferdinand  was  summoned  to  at- 
tend the  funeral,  when  he  found 
his  infant,  the  little  James,  was  left 
sole  heir  to  his  wealth.  In  the  course 
of  a  few  months,  Genevieve  gave 
birth  to  a  daughter,  that  was  named 
Phillippa,  in  compliment  to  the  me- 
mory of  her  grandmother.  The  Duke 
and  Duchess  de  Sebastino,  occupied  a 
house  at  a  short  distance  from  the 
q2 
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hall,  where  they  reared  a  numerous 
offspring.  The  progress  of  the  French 
arms  in  Spain  caused  the  dissolution 
of  many  convents,  among  them  that 
at  Oviedo,  where  the  interesting  An- 
tonia  de  Blanco  had  taken  the  veil :  her 
nurse  Bianca  had  long  slept  peacefully 
with  the  departed  sisters  of  the  holy 
house,  and  Antoniawith  difficulty  pro- 
cured a  passage  to  England,  where  she 
discovered  Genevieve,  who  with  joy  re- 
ceived her,  and  wished  her  to  make 
the  hall  her  residence  during  life,  but 
Antonia  declined  it,  intending  to  enter 
one  of  those  convents  which  the  refu- 
gee nuns  had  established  in  England, 
but  from  this  she  was  dissuaded  by  the 
joint  entreaties  of  Genevieve,  and  the 
Duchess.  The  lovely  girls  of  Geral- 
dine,  four  in  number,  required  an  in- 
structress, and  apartments  were  fitted 
up  for  Antonia,  who  undertook  that 
office  :  she  always  wore  the  habit  of  a 
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nun,  nor  was  she  ever  seen  except  by 
the  families  of  her  two  noble  friends, 
who  respected  her  as  a  being  of  a  su- 
perior  order,     and    the    undeviating 
sweetness  of  her  disposition  made  her 
pupils  respect  and  love  her  as  a  second 
mother.     Genevieve,  in  the  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  every  earthly  bliss,  con- 
tinued still  the  object  of  her  Ferdi- 
nand's tenderest  admiration  and  love, 
respected  by  all  who  knew  her,  and 
idolized   by    her   children ;    she  saw 
them  grow  up  to  maturity  with  the 
proud  feelings  of  a  mother  conscious 
of  the   superior   endowments  of  her 
race.      Phillippa,  whose  person   was 
the  counterpart  of  her  own,  received 
the  principal  of  her  education  from 
her  parents,  and  the  youthful  James 
often  listened  with   delight  to  the  re- 
cital of  their  histor}^,  or  shuddered  at 
tlie  sanguinary  scenes  they  pourt rayed. 
Genevieve  observed  with  pleasure  tlie 
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noble  fire  which  glowed  in  the  breasft 
of  her  son^  and  sparkled  in  his  eyes. 
"  You  are  English,"  she  would  say, 
"  although  your  parents  are  natives  of 
another  soil,  guard  then  my  son  the 
rights  of  that  land  which  gave  you 
])irth  Vv'iih  the  steadiness  of  a  Roman 
hero,  resist  every  real  encroachment 
upon  your  liberty  ;  but  join  not  in  the 
train  of  an  adventurer,  or  utter  trea- 
son for  the  sake  of  obtaining  noto- 
riety." "  But,  you,  my  darling  Phil- 
lippa,"she  continued,foiding  the  lovely 
girl  in  her  arms,  ^'  you  are  of  a  sex 
and  age  to  which  politics  are  forbid- 
den, but  the  Roman  matrons  trained 
their  children  to  glory,  w^hy  may  not 
an  English  one  do  the  same,  let  me 
cherish  in  your  breast  the  most  sacred 
and  inviolable  love  for  the  liberty  and 
real  welfare  of  that  country  that  gave 
you  birth  ;  but  let  me  banish  far  from 
you  those  delusive  and  immoral  tenets 


"      THE    REPUBLICAN  S    >S1STRESS.       345 

whose  basis  is  the  destruction  of  all 
order,  and  whose  establishment  would 
degrade  your  sex  from  the  station  of 
a  chaste,  restrained,  and  virtuous  wif«, 
to  that  of  a  licentious,  uncontrouled 
yet  despicable 

Bepublican'' s  Mistress,'^'' 


THE    END. 
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